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TO THE 
Right Honourable 
CHARLES 

Earl of ORRERY. 


H E Obligations I have 
to your Lordſhip are {c 
2 great, and ſo particular- 
y known to the World fram the 
publick nature of them, that 1 
ould have been generally thought 
nmindful of my Duty, and even 
nthankful for your Favours, it I 
ad not paid this publick Reſpect 
to your Lordſhip ; and as I am 
ertain by making this Addreſs to 
A 2 you 


— 


T be. Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

you nog in with the general 
expectation, ſoam ] ſure of meeting 
with every bodies approbation of 
my ' Choice, except your Lord- 


- ſhip's. 


_ I am very ſenſible that Acknow: 
ledgments 'S the favours you do, 
are ſo far from being expected by 
you, that- they. axe alk apa you, 
| know that you - had rather do a 
thouſand kind Offices, than hear 
of one you have done, But tho' 
your Lordſhip is juſtly perſwaded 
with Seneca, that true Benefits, like 
Vertue, are their own Rewards, 
and claim no Returns ; yer the Per- 
ſon who receives the Benefit, is un- 
der all the injunctions of Gratitude 
imaginable, to make what Acknow- 
ledgments he is able. 


"'I'was 


T be Epiftle Dedicatory. 
_ Twas from this Conſideration 
that Ljudg'd-it a Dary incumbent 
on- the, -ro take the: firſt proper: op- 
portunſity of. publiſhing thy thank- 
ful feiſe:of all your Favours! Thus 
even Grarinds. it ſelf-becomes, 2 
troublefom Vettue, and+is' fo cons 
fcions of 1tsown: intrindle* Worth, 
that rather than be: wanting to it 
ſelf, 'twill run the riſque of diſob- 
liging the object ic. purizcs, ' 


*'Tis hard [ fly" & gene. 
rous Natures can't! tolkebicdo 
good.in quiet.  A-gratefut Hearr, 
it feers, will bif thewing irs zeal, 
though it prove. unwelcon :: Like 
many a- {ucceſsful Lover, that takes 
more. fatisfaction! in: diſcovering , 
CEP ths: favour, | 


Bue- to heave 4-S6dj ject which 1 
—_ dvell- upon with Rs 
L A 73 # 
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if I was not writing to bong Lord- 


ſhip, I have done my (elf the Ho- 
nour to inſcribe to you the follow- 
ing Tranſlation of Dion Caſſius, a- 
bridg'd by Xiphilm. Your Lord- 
| ſhip well knows, that it compre- 
hends one of the Nobleſt parts of the 
Roman Hiſtory, and one of the moſt 
fruitful in famous Events, For 
what is there more ſurprizing , 
than an entire change of the Go- 
vernment of the moſt powerful 
State that ever was in the World, 
and the eſtabliſhment of an 'ab- 
ſolute Monarchy founded upon the 
ruine of a Republick, that had tri- 
umph'd over all Nations ? Yet this 
alteration, which in all appearance 
was likely to ſhake the foundati- 
ons of the Greatneſs and Power of 
| Rome, confirm'd them but the more. 
The Empire was more flouriſhing 
| from Auguſtus's time to 'thar: of 
Trajan, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
 Trajan, than the Commonwealth 
had ever been. "Twas in this in- 
' terval that it extended irs limics on 
one ſide from the Euphrates to the 
Weſtern Ocean, and on the other, 
from the Head of the Nile as far 
| Northward as the Rhine and the 
Danube. Its force was an{werable 
to its Extent, Its Armies were in- 
numerable and invincible. 


The Cities were ſo populous, 
that there was an abſolute neceſſi- 
ty of diſcharging multitudes of 
their Inhabitarits, which was effect- 
ed by ſending Colonies into the 
conquer'd Provinces. 


Its Riches were immenſe, and 
ſeem'd inexhauſtible, notwithftand- 
ing the incredible Expences that 
were continually made to ſuſtain 
the weight of the Wars, to keep 
: A -4 up 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
up the Armies, to provide for the 
Pomp of Sports and 'Friumphs, 
and the Magnificence of Palaces and 
Theatres. bt} 


If from the Death of Trajan, 
the Roman Empire declin'd from 
that towring pitch of Greatnels, if 
following the fortune of all crea- 
ted things, it ſuffer'd ſome dimnu- 
tion when it could {well no bigger, 
yet {till did it preferve more ſplen- 
dor and force in the beginning of 
its Declenfion, than many other 
States have enjoy. d in their greateſt 
Elevation. 


Thus the Romans having never 
poſleſs'd to extentive a Power, as 
iQ the Reign of'-their firſk, Empe- 
rors, it remains of courfe, that no 
part of their hiſtory is moe wor- 
thy to. be known or put into. our 
| | Lat= 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Language. Nor will it be denied, 
| luppole, that among the Authors, 
who. have given us the Hiſtory of 
the Roman Aﬀairs, the Greeks may 
"juſtly challenge the pre-eminence. 


It is certain tnat the Works of 
the Greek Authors have the advan- 
rage over the Latm ones, in ref- 
pect both of Antiquity and Excel. 
lence, The Atbenians had almoſt 
brought Learning to its Perfecti- 
_ on, before the reſt of Europe had 
begun to addi&t themſelves to 
it, Herodoius, Thucydides and Xe- 
nophon had! fniſh'd their Maſter- 
pieces at the time when Rome had 
heard as yet of no other Hiſtory 
than the Annals of her High-Prieft. 
What ſhe has ſince produc'd upon: 
any Subje&, whatſoever, can only: 
be look'd upon as a Copy, which 

though faithful, is thill 4ar __ 

LEITET | | O 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of the beauty of the Original, from 
whence it was drawn. Her Hiſto- 
ry has been ſooner and better writ- 
ten by Strangers, than by her own 
Citizens. While ſhe was taken up 
with ſtrengthning the Foundarions 
of her Commonwealth, and ex- 
cending her Dominion through the 
World, ſhe had no leiſure to culti- 
vate the Arts of Speaking and Wri- 
ting, which are Arts that fly the 


noiſe of Arms, and only flouriſh in 
the midit of Peace. 


The Poets were the firſt who un- 
dertook to celebrate the ſhining A- 
&ions of her Generals, of which 
there remains no Monument more 
ancient than the fragments of Enni. 
us, who died about the end of the 
ſixth Century, The Roman People = 
had for a courſe of near fix hun- 
dred years, been puſhing on their 


The E piſtle Dedicatory. 
Ambition and their Arms on all 
fides, without having one Writer 
that was able to deſcribe their Con- 
queſts. Pifor, Cato, and Piſo were 
the firſt who ventur'd upon the un- 


dertaking, Bur their performan- | 


ces are of nocxalted {ize: For how 
ſhould they poſleſs the Art of a- 
dorning a Diſcourſe, when it was 
not yet brought from Greece? They 
only endeavour'd to exprels them- 
ſelves clearly, and thought they 
were not oblig'd to look after any 
other Ornament than Brevity. 


It ſeem'd as if the Romans were 
under a neceffiry of making them- 


{elves Maſters of Greece, in order to. 


procure Subjects that ſhould be 
qualified to tranſmit co Polterity the 
| happy ſucceſs of their Arms. They 
found one there in the Perſon of 
Polybius, who having choſen the moſt 

tertile 
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T be Epiſtle Dedica tory. 
fertile matter that the moſt flou- 
riſhing Age of their” Republick 
could provide for- the induſtry 'of 
an Hiftotian, {hew'd- an unparal- 
lell'd capacity in his management 
of it, '© Titus Livius, who wrote 
long after him, and who holds the 
firſt Rank among the Writers of 
his own Country, is' fo far fron 
daiming any precedence over hins, 
thathe efteems it a kind of Honour 
tro follow him.. And indeed he 
never appears ſo able; as when he 
imicates him. If ſometimes he makes 
a better choice of his Words than 
Polybins, and ranks them'in a more 
exact order, he ſeems:towant much 
of the ſolidicy of his Judgment;amd 
his profound knowledge in Policioky 
and Moralicy,the conduct of Armies; 
and the Governmentof! Sraves; ©/c; | 
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3” In, ſtead. of giving, like Poly- 

' bius the teal caules of. Events, he 
often advances nothing . but Fa- 
bles, and recites Prodigies and Mi- 
xacles with, a credulity more wor- 
thy of a Child, or of one of the 
meaneſt of the People, than of a 
graveand ſerious Author, 


Dionyſus of Halicarnaſſus, like- 
wiſe ſurpals'd all the Latin Hiſtori- 
ans that attenjpted either before or 
after him a part of the ſame Sub. 

jet. As the principal Motive that 
induc'd him to undertake this Work, 

was to undeceive ſeveral of his 

Country-men, who thought there 

was nothing but what was mean 

and low in the beginnings of the 

Roman People, and nothing but 

what was unjuſt in the meaſures 

they put in praftile for or 

the 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Empire of the Univerſe, he 
took incredible pains to ſearch into 
the Original of the firſt Inhabitants 
of the Lat Country, the Founda- 
tion of Rome, the Succeſſion of the 
Kings, the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Power of the Conſuls and Senate ; 
which gave Scaliger occaſion to lay, 
thar he has treated more amply 


and more exactly of the Aﬀairs of 
the Romans, than Titus Livins. 


Butt to come to the time of the 
Emperors, and to ſpeak of the Wri- 
ters who have tranſmitted to us 
what paſs'd in their Reigns, it 1s, 
I think, generally agreed that there 
3s none of them to whom Dion 


may not juſtly be preferr'd. 


He was a Man that had all 
the advantages of Birth, Educati- 
on, and Employments that one 

__ could 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
could defire to enable him to pers 
form a task of ſo much Difficulty 
_ and Importance, as was that which 
he undertook of compoſing the ge- 
neral Hiſtory of the Romans. He 
was born at Nice, a famous City 
of Bithbynia, His Father was Go- 
vernor of Cilicia in the beginning 
of Adrian's Reign, He was him- 
ſelf Governor of Pergamus and 
Smyrna in the Reign of Macrinus, 
and afterwards of Fgypt and Pan- 
nonia, He was twice Conſul, the 
firſt time in the Reign of the Em- 
peror Commodus, and the ſecond in 
the time of the Emperor Alexander, 
who was his Collegue in that Sta- 
tion, and who furniſh'd the Expence 


to which it oblig'd him, 


After having compos'd a Book 
of certain Dreams, upon which 
Severus founded his pretenſions to 


the 
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the Empire, he was excited in the 
manner he relates it to write the 
Roman Hiſtory, and having form*d 
his reſolution upon it, he employ'd 
ten years in colleting Memoirs of 
what had paſs'd from the firſt begin- 
nings of the Roman People, to the 
Reign of Severus, and twelve vears 
more in digeſting them, and redu- 
cing them into a Body, 


He divided his Work into four- 
ſcore Books, the firſt of which be- 
oan with the relation of ZEneas's 
arrival in Italy, and the laſt ended 
at the Reign of Alexander Severus. 


His Stile is in the judgment of 
Photius, as ſublime and as lofty as 
ic ought to be to anſwer the great- | 
neſs of the Subjects, which are of- 
ten met with in the courle of his 
Work, He has imitated Thucyd:- 


des 
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des, eſpecially in his Harangues, but 
has avoided his faults, and among 


the reſt his obſcurity, 


If this precious Treaſure had 
been preſerv'dentire, there had been 
no occaſion to have recourſe to Xi-. 
phil, ſince upon all Subjects what- 
ſoever entire Works are preferable 
ro Abridgments. But ſince we 
have no more of him than the Hi- 
ſtory of what paſs'd from Julius 
Ceſar to Nero, it may poſlibly be 
thought more adviſeable to take 
from Xiphilim alone the whole con- 
nexion of the Hiſtory which he a- 
bridg'd, than to attempt an im- 
| pros Work that comprehends lo 


mall a tra& of time. 


Xiphilm the Hiſtorian was not 
the Patriarch of Conſtantinople , as 
Andrew Scotus and Voſſius imagin'd, 

"©  buc 
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but the Nephew of that Patriarch 
as he ſays himſelf in the Hiftory of 
Auguſtus He made aboti the end 
of the elcyenth Age a Compendi- 
um of the five and forty laſt Books 
of Dion, which contain the Hiſtory 
of the Emperors, to the titme of A- 
lexander Son of Mammea. | 'Tis pro: 
bable he did not abridge the five and 
thirty firſt Books, ſince there re- 
mains no trace or teſtimony of it, 
and beſides he aſſures us that eveti 
in his time there wanted ſomething 
of the Hiſtory of Dim. 


For what remains, he has been 
exact and faithful in following the 
ſenſe, and often the very words of 
his Author, as one may juſtific him 
by comparing the Abridgment of 
the five and twenty Books which re- 
main with their Original. If he has 
rnade ſome Miſtakes, he tnade then 

aſter 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
after Dion, If hemiſtook, for Ex. 
ample, in ſaying that when Cherea 
and Sabinus conſpir'd againit Cali- 
gula, they diſcover'd their delign to 
Caliſthus and Eparchus, and it Epar- 
chus is taken in this place for a Pro- 
per Name, in ſtead of an Office, 
Dion had made the miſtake before. 


There is ſuch another Error in 
Xiphilm, which *tis likewiſe proba- 
ble he committed after Dion. Tis 
in relation to the fiſt Conſpiracy 
that was form'd againſt Commodus, 
where he lays that Pompeianus was 
the Author of it, and that *twas he 
who preſented a Dagger to the Em- 
peror, laying, © Behold what the 
© Senate has lent rhee. Herodian on 
the contrary aſlures us, that Pompet- 
anus had no knowledge of the Con- 
ſpiracy, and that Lucila his Wite 
not daring to mention it to him, 


broke 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory 
broke it only to Quadratus, with 
whom ſhe held a Criminal Correſ- 
pondence, and that "twas he who 


had the inlolence to preſent a Dag- 
ger to the Emperor. | 


Your Lordſhip will forgive me 
tor detaining you thus long with 
relation to the Work I have made 
bold to preſent you with 1n our 
own Tongue, How well it is per- 
torm'd, I mult leave entirely ro my 
Readeis. | aflume nothing to my 
ſelf, but an endeavour to make my 
Author ſpeak intelligible Engliſh. [I 
{ſhall only add what my Subject 
leads me to, and what for my Read- 
.er's fake, L ought to mention: That 
as there are but few Authors that 
can preſent any Book to your Lord- 
{hip in moſt other Languages, and 
.on mc{t of the Learned Subjects, 
but miche with they had been afliſt- 
7 a 2 00 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ed by your Lordſhip's Skill and 


Knowledge therein, as well as Pa- 
tronage and Protection ; ſo the 
Tranſlator of this Greek Hiſtorian 
in particular muſt lament, that not- 
withſtanding all his Induſtry and 
Pains, he is faln infinicely ſhort of 
thar great Judgment, Nicety, and 
Critcilm in the Greek Language, 


which your Lordſhip has in your 


Writings made appear to the World. 


But, My Lord, I would not offend 


you, and [ mult not treſpaſs upon 
| that ſweetneſs of Nature that is ſo 
remarkable in your Lordſhip, there- 
fore to putan end co this long Epi- 
{tle, give meleaye to ask your Par- 
don, and the Honour to be efteem'd, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Oblig d, 
Humble Servant, 


FRANCIS MANNING» 


————— 
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Containing, 


The moſt conſiderable Paſſages under 

the Roman Emperors, from the 
time of Pompey the Great, to A- 
lexander Son of Mammea. 


HE Conſuls having drawn 

lots for the Provinces, the 

War of Crete fell to Horten- 

fius, But as he was very 

fond of hving at Rome, where he was 
in greateſt Reputation at the Bar after 
| B Cicero, 


13] 
Cicero, he williogly yielded the Com- 
mand of the Army to his Collegue, thar 
he might enjoy the pleaſure of ſtaying 
at home. Thus Mere4us going to Crete, 
ſoon ſubdued the whole Iſland in ſpite 
of Pompey's endeavours to croſs his De- 
ſigns ; who having ar that time the ab- 
ſolute command of all the Sea, as well 
as of the Coaſts, three days Journey 
up into the Land, pretended that the 
Iflands belong'd to his Juriſdition. Ne- 
vertheleſs Merellas did not fail to finiſh 
this War, for which he triumpli'd, and 
was fſirnam'd Creticus, About this time 
L. Lucullus after having vanquiſh'd and 
put to flight Mithridates, and 7rgranes 
the Armentan, both Kings of A(a, be- 
fieg'd Tigranocerta, where the Barbari- 
ans extreamly incommoded his Army, 
not only with ſhowers of Arrows, but 
alſo with Naphta, which they threw 
from far by the means of certain Ma- 
chines. This Naphra- is a ſort of Brim- 
ſtone ſo dangerous when 'tis inflam'd, 
that it immediately conſumes every 
_ thing it touches, and is not eafily ex- 
tinguiſh'd, whatſoever quantity of Wa- 
ter you pour upon it. So that 7zgranes, 
who made no doubt. of Succeſs , ap- 
: pearing 


[435 

pearing with a vaſt number of Troops, 
laugh'd at the Romans, who were in- 
camp'd before this place, ſaying as 'tis 
reported, that it they came as Enemies, 
they were too few, and if Ambaſſadors, 
too many. But this pleaſant humour 
did not laſt long, and experience taught 
him ſoon, how much Courage and 
Skill are to be preferr'd to numbers 
in War. Tzigrares being routed and put 
to flight, the Soldiers of Laucallus brought 
him his Crown and Royal Robes, which 
the other had thrown off to avoid be- 
ing known, Tigranccerta being taken 
by Storm, was pillag'd by the Army. 
The Women only efcapd with their 
Lives and Honours, which gain d La- 
cullus the hearts of their Husbands, who 
had follow'd Tigrazes in his Flight. Be- 
ing inform'd that Pacorzs King of the 
Parthians, had adefign to {end fuccours 
to Tigranes, Lucullus wrote Letters to 
him Full of Menaces, if he thould of- 
fer to a{lſt him. But he kept the Neu- 
trality, and atlifted neither one nor 
CYother. Lucullus afterwards poſlets'd 
Iimſelf of Nifebzs, where Tigranes uſu- 
ally kept his Court. For the reit, tho' 
he had had great experience in the af- 

B 2 {airs 


L 4] 

fairs of War, and was the firſt of the 
Romans that paſsd Mount Taurus with 
an Army , where he vanquiſhd two 
powerful Kings, and made a valt pro- 
orels in Aſa; yet he was never able ro 
\ be fo abfolute a Maſter of his Soldiers, 
but that there was a perpetual Mutiny 
amongſt them, which at laſt came to 
that height, that they entirely aban- 
don'd him. The reaſon of which was, 
that he loaded them with too many Com- 
mands, was by no means of a winning 
behaviour ; on the contrary, fevere in 
demanding an account of the Orders 
he had given them, and inexorable with 
regard to Puniſhments : So that he net- | 
ther gaind their AﬀeQtions by Gifts, 
nor good Words. As a convincing proof. 
that 'twas his own fault, the ſame Troops 

ſerving ſince under Pompey, were ne- 
ver guilty of the leaſt diſorders; fo 

true 1s it, that there is a great deal of 
| difterence between Man and Man. 

The Romans about this time had a War 
with the Pyrates, which gave them more 
trouble than any other they were ever 
engag'd in, For a vaſt number of Rob- 
bers taking the opportunity when Rome 
had foreign Wars upon her Hands, ha- 

ving 


ED 


ving encreasd their Force to that de- 
gree (becauſe the Government had not 
calid them to account) that they not 
only committed a thouſand Piracies up- 
on the Sea with whole Fleets, but dif- 
embarking upon Land, plunder'd Ci- 
ties, and ſect Villages on fire, inſfomuch 
that-this diſorder having made all Com- 
merce ceaſe, ſeveral Cities, and Rome 
eſpecially, ſuffer'd a dreadful Famine, In 
the mean time theſe Pyrates came and 
burnt the very Ships that were at An- 
chor in the Port of Oftza, and left eve- 
ry where marks of their Violence. The 
Romans being obligd to ſet out a Fleet 
to ſend againſt them, they gave the 
command of it to Pompey, with an ab- 
ſolute Power for three years, though a- 
gainſt the opinion of the Senate: But 
when the People were told that the Se- 
nators had ſhewn the utmoſt indignati- 
on againſt thoſe, who had nam d Pom- 
pey for this Employment ; they ran all 
in fury to the Senate-Houſe whilſt they 
were {till aſſembled, and if they had 
not taken warning to ſave themſelves, 
no doubt but the People had pull'd them 
to pieces. 
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Tho' 'twas certainly known that Pom- 
pey had an extream paſlion for this Com- 
mand, yet he did not fail to diſguiſe it, and 
to excuſe himſelt from it by a diſcourſe 
very oppoſite to his Thoughts. There- 
upon Reſcius not daring openly to op- 
poſe what the People defir'd with fo 
much earneſtneſs, raisd his hand to 
make a Sign, that they ſhould chuſe 
two Generals, in order to leflen in ſome 
ſort the power of Pompey. But this 
ation excited fo great a noiſe among 
the People, that a Crow who by chance 
flew that way, fell down dead, as if he 
had been flruck with Thunder. After- 
wards Catalus, who was one of the moſt 
conſiderable among the Senators, having 
made this demand tothe People, ** If you 
* ſend Pompey, ſays he to them, upon an 
** Enterpriſe of ſo much Danger, eſpecial- 
* ly where a War is made upon the Sea, 
* in caſe he ſhould die, whom will you 
* appoint in his room to manage thoſe 
* Affairs, which are of the greateſt Im- 
** portance2 All anſwer'd with one 
Voice, Your Selt. Thus Pompey had the 
Sovereign Command of all the Sea, 
with an abſolute Power over all the 
Coaſts, and thirty Leagues up into the 
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Country. Beſides which, they gave 
him fifteen Lieutenants, and all the Ships 
he ſhould meet with; the Senate having 
been oblig'd infpite of it (elf to ratifhe 
all theſe things. After he had deteated 
theſe Pyrates, he us'd them with great 
gentleneſs ; and left Poverty ſhould ob» 
lope them a ſecond time to the ſame 
trade, he gave among them all the Lands 
that lay uncultivated, and ſeveral Towns 
that were uninhabited ; amongſt a great 
many that were repeopled after this man- 
ner, that which we now call Pomperopo- 
lis, was one. It ſtands upon the Coaſt 
of Sicily, and had been'ruin'd by Ti- 
granes, its frſt name being So/z, In a 
word, Pompey got a great Reputation 
by his Humanity to rhe Pyrates. He 
was choſen afrerwards to ſucceed La- 
cullus , though 'twas againit the opi- 
nion of the Great Men ; but beſides that 
he had the People for him, Ceſar and 
Czcero declar'd themſelves in his favour, 
and even pleaded his Cauſe. The latt, 
becauſe he had long endeavour to in- 
ſinuate himſelf into the favour of the 
People, to whom he made his Court 
upon all occaſions: And the other, be- 
cauſe he affeted ſometimes the Party of 
+ B 4 the 
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the Senate,and ſometimes that of the Peo- 
ple, in order to render himſelf at the head 
of Aﬀairs, making known to both, that 
whatſoever ſide he embracd,he pretended 
to be the ſtrongeſt, which made both Or- 
ders give him the name of Deſerter. 
Pompey entring into Afa at the 
Head of an Army, defeated Mzithrz- 
dates 1n Battel in the Night. For as 
he fled before him, to avoid an En- 
gagement with him in a very dark 
Night, he attack'd him in a Valley ſur- 
rounded on all ſides with Mountains, 
where he had before poſted his Troops ; 
the thing was thus. The Trumpets 
firſt ſounded the Charge all at once; 
then the Army ſet up a great Cry, and 
made a dreadful Noiſe, ſome ſtriking 
their Shields with their Javelins, and 
others their Armour with Stones. The 
neighbouring Mountains, -which made 
Ecchos in their Cavities, reverberated 
the ſound in a terrible manner, which 
. put: the Barbarians into the laſt Conſter- 
nation. Then the Romans began the 
- fight at a diſtance with Storms of Ar- 
rows and Javelins ; but after they had 
ſpent what they had, they ruſhd upon 


. them with their Swords. They flew 


thoſe 
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thoſe who were in the Wings without 
any difficulty, becauſe being but ſlight- 
lyarm'd, the greateſt part of them had 
no Coats of Mail, which made them fall at 
_ the firſt ſtroke. For the reſt who fought 

in the Body of the Battel, the others 
taking flight with fear fell foul upon 
them, and put them into Diſorder. Thus 
the Barbarians could neither aſfiſt one 
another, nor repulſe the Enemy. MZz- 
thridates ſav'd himſelf with a few of his 
Friends in Colchzs, and from thence eſ- 
capd to the Palus Meotis, and the Boſ- 
phoras, where having kill'd by ſurprize his 
Son Machares, who was of the fide of the 
Romans, he poſſeſſed himſelf of his King- 
dom. Pompey built a City in the place 
where he got the Vidtory, and peopled 
it with wounded Soldiers, or ſuch whom 
Age had made unſerviceable. They 
ſabſfilt fill to this day under the name 
of Nicopolites, and follow the Cuſtoms 
of Cappadocia. After theſe Exploits ha- 
ving palsd rhe Araxes, he faizd upon 
Arraxata, which Tigranes ſurrendred to 
him, together with himſelf. Tigranes 
coming iato the Camp on Horſeback, 
Pompey ſent a Liftor to him to com-. 
mand him to diſmount ; but when he 
perceiv'd that he had thrown away his 
"9" Crown, 
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Crown, and was proflrate at his feet, 
as 'twere to adore him, his Heart re- 
lented at the Sight : So that he advanc'd 
to raiſe him, put his Crown upon his 
Head, and making him fit upon a Seat 
next to his own, faid to him amon 
other things to comfort him, that he 
had not only not loſt his Kingdom of 
Armenia, but that he had moreover ob- 
tain'd the friendſhip of the Romans. Pom- 
pey after this divided his Army into 
three Bodies, and march'd to take his 
Winter-quarters about 7anazs and Cirne , 
where he defeated the A!banians, ( who 
thought it below them to make any 
{ſubmiſſion to him) and killd a great 
number of rhem. Fe 
He had the ſame ſucceſs againſt the 
Therians, who inhabit Mount Caucaſas. 
After which he would fain have been 
at variance with Phraates King of the 
Parthians, with whom he had made 
an Alliance a little before, and ev'n 
threatned to enter into his Country with 
an Army. ' But bcing reproachd by 
Phraates in feveral Letters which he 
wrote to him, wherein he alſo accus'd 
the Roman People of ſeveral things, he 
was alham'd of his Deſign, and gave 
Hs | over 


EW 
over all thoughts of it, infomuch that he 
neither afliſted Tzgrares, with whom 


the Parthian was at War, nor gave him 


any other occaſion of Complaint. He 
only nam'd three Arbitrators to enquire 
into their Differences, who being in- 
truſted by the two Kings with all their 
Intereſts, and made by them Referees 
of their Diſputes, brought Matters to 
an Accommodation between them. Pom- 
pey afterwards quitting Armenia, com- 
pos'd all the Ditlenſions that had ariſen 
between the Kings and Princes that had 
been of his ſide; confirming to ſome their 
Dominions, enlarging thoſe of others,and 
even retrenching the Power of ſome. At- 
ter which he united Syrza and Phenicia, 
which he had taken away by force from 
their Princes, and where the Aratians 
and 7igranes had committed great De- 
vaſtations. And though Antiochus had 
the boldneſs to reclaim them, *twas 
without effect ; they were united into 
one State, to which he allign'd Laws : 
So that they obſerve to this day the 
Roman Caitoms. Avout the fame time 
the Body of Mithridates, whom his 
Son Pharnaces had Murderd , being 
| brovght to him, he order'd it to be in- 
terr'd 
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terr'd in, the Tomb of his Anceſtors. 
Afterwards he ſubdued Arabza withont 
much difficulty, then” entred into Pa- 
letine, becauſe the People of this Coun- 
try had plunder'd Phenicia. 

[t was then under the Government of 
two Brothers, ZHircanus and Ariſtobulus, 
who were at difference about the charge 
of High-Prieſt, (for with them whoſoever 
is Chicf Prieſt to their God, is King) 
which gave Pompey an eaſte opportuni- 
ty to poſſeſs himſelf of the whole Coun- 
try. FHircanus gave him no trouble ; 
but for Ariſfobulus, when he ſaw that 
he would not perform his Agreement 
with him, after he had ſfurrendred him- 
{elf into his Hands, which was -to deli- 
ver up the City with all its Treaſure 
to him, he put him in Chains, then 
march'd to befiege Feruſalem, where he 
met with very great Difficulties, inſo- 
much that if the Jews had not abſtain'd 
from all manner of Work upon their 
Sabbath-Day, he would never have made 
himſelf Maſter of it. But as they are 
extreamly exact in the obſervation of 
that Day, the Troops of Pompey had 
leiſure enough to batter the Walls, which 
they did with the utmoſt Vigour upon 
-. - very 
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every return of it ; ſo that making ns 
oppoſition, they were all taken of a 
Saturday, and all rheir Treaſure plun- 
der'd. * After which Pompey having re- 
ſtor'd the Kingdom to. Frcanus, carri- 
ed Ariſtobulus * :way Pnſoner with him. 
I am wholly nnacquainted with the O- 
riginal of the name of the Jews, tho' 
tis known to all thoſe who obſerve 
their'Laws, though Natives of another 
Country. The Romans have often lef- 
ſen'd their Number, and yet they have 
multiplied ſo extreamly, that 'tis not 
now in the Power of Laws to extirpate 
them. Their Cuſtoms are quite diffe- 
rent from” thoſe of other Nations, for 
beſides their particular way of Living, 
they adore none of the common Det- 
ties. They acknowledge bur One , 

whom they worſhip with great Reſped, 
and to whom they render very great Ho- 
nours. There never was any Infage 1n 
Feruſalem; becauſe they believe their 
God to be Inviſible and Ineffable. In a 
word, the Religious Worſhip with 
which they ſerve him, ſurpaſſes thar of 
all other Nations. "They have bwlt 
him a Temple ot prodigious Greatneſs 


and Beauty, and is very remarkable in 
this, 
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this, that 'tis open on the Top, and 
has no Roof. The Day, which bears 
the Name of Saturn, is Sacred with 
them ; and among other Ceremonies, 
they obſerve upon that day, they ab- 
ſtain from all manner of Labour. So 
much for what relates to their God. To 
ſay who he 1s, when he began tobe Wor- 
{hipd,and with what Devotion they ſerve 
him ; beſides that ſeveral Authors have 
treated it, is No part of this Hiſtory. 

As what , relates to the "rea- 
ſon why the days of the Week take 
their Name from. thoſe ſeven Stars, 
which we call Planets, the Fgyptians 
\ being the firſt Authors of it, it is not 
very long ſince this Cuſtom has been 
introducd into other Nations ; for I 
believe the ancient Greeks had no 
knowledge of it. Bur ſince at preſent 
tis receiv d by all the World, and par- 
ticularly by the Rowmaxs, T1 give na 
few words, the Cauſe and Reaſons that 
have lery'd to put it in uſe; there 
are two, which are caſie enough to 
comprehend with never ſo little Atten- 
tion. A Man muſt repreſent to him- 
ſelf, that that Figure of Muſick which 
4s calld the Fourth, and which " the 

oun- 
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foundation of it in the opinion of rhe 
Ancients, meets likewife in the courte 
of thoſe Stars, which form by their 


variety, alt the beanty of the Heavens. *. 


So that'if beginning in the Firſt Hea- 
ven, which. is call'd that of Szterz, he 
comes of a fudden to the Fourth, 
without ſtopping at the two preceding ; 
and afterwards to the Seventh, with- 
out counting likewife either the Fifth 
or Sixth, and then begins a fecond 
time to make this Tour atter the fame 
manner, by reckoning the firſt of thoſe 
he had skip'd before, each Day will 
meet the Planet whoſe Name it bears, 
and which governs it. Sothar hell find 
that the Heavens rule the Bays wirh a 
kind of Harmony, which 1s analogous 
to Muſick. This is the firſt reaſon 
which is brought : Now for the other, 
you mult count the four and twenty 
Hours, 2s well of the Day as Night, be- 
ginning with the Firlt, which is an Hour 
after Midmght,. and which is to be at- 
fignd to Saturn, the Second to Jupiter, 
the Third to' Hars, the Fourth ro the 
Sun, the Fifth to FYeuzs, the Sixth to 
Mercury, and the Seventh to the 4720, 
which 1s:the- order the Egyptians atrri- 

bute 
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bite to the Heaveis. After which you 
muſt begin again, and aſſign the Eighth 
to Saturn, the Ninth to Japiter, and fo 
ofthe reſt ; and when the four and twen- 
ty Hours are finiſh'd, "the firſt Hour of 
he Day following will fall upon the Sun ; 
andif you continue the ſame courſe after 
the ſame manner, that of the next day 
which 1s Monday, will fall upon the 
Moon, and fo of all the reſt, each of which 
will meet its Planet. This 1s what Au- 
thors have ſaid upon this Subject. 
But to return from whence we have di- 
grels'd, though Pompey's Conqueſts were 
very conſiderable, and ſuch as none of 
the ancient Romans had ere: arriv'd to, 
yet one may ſay, they were either an 
efte&t of his good luck, or of the Ca- 
price of For or of the Valour of 
his Soldiers. But that which is very 
glorious in him, and what can never be 
ſufficiently commended ; . that 'when 
'twas in his power to poſſeſs himielf of 
all /zaly, and render himſelf abſolute 
Maſter in Rome, by the means of a 
powerful Army at his Devotion : He 
would not ſo much at think ont, but 
disbanded his Army as ſoon as he came 
to Brundufium, without even ang 
| Or 
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for the Orders of the Senate, or Peo- 
ple. His Triumph was adorn'd with 
ſeveral Trophies, whici repreſented the 
Victories he had gain'd ; amor; orhers 
there was one more Stately and Magnt- 
ficent than all the reſt rogetner, which 
bore this Inſcription; The Conqueror of 
the World, About this time Julius Ce- 
far, and Marcus Cato, began to flouriſh 
in the Commonwealth. The firſt was 
altogether for Popularity, and fided with 
the People upon all occaſions, fo tar 15 to 
favour Pompey, whom he did nog !nye: 
But as he bore him 2 ſecret Hatred, te 
usd his utmoſt power under':2nd, to 
render his Power harctul to ri: Peo- 
ple. As for Cato, he often declard 
himſelf openly againſt Pompey. His 
Character was to admire no body, 
to love the Commonwealth above all | 
things, not to ſuffer any Man's Elevati- 
on above the common pitch ; becauſe | 
*rwas to be ſuſpected, that it might de- 23 
gencrate into Tyranny, On the cther 
ſide, was the intereſt of the Feopie con» 
cern'd? He ſupported it with ail his 
Power, from an imagination, that they 
were the weakeſt Party. In a word, 
when he beliey'd a thing to be Juſt, he 

C boldly 
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boldly ſpoke his mind, what danger 
ſoever there was in doing it. A- 
bour this time the Conſpiracy of Ca- 
 tilize to deſtroy the Commonwealth be- 
ing diſcover'd by Cicero, whilſt he was 
Conful, the Conſpirators were exccu- 
ted. Among them one Fulvius a Senator, 
was killd by his own Father. Whilſt 
Czſar was Governor of Lu/ttania, where 
he fought all occaſions of making him- 
{cjf known, he had bred a Horſe, whoſe 
Fore-feet were forked ; this Horſe be- 
ing extream fiery, ſuffer'd no body to 
mount him vut himſelf, which made lum 
conceive great hopes of his future For- 
tune. 

Being cleted Conſul at his return 
from Luſitania, he made Laws in favour 
of the People, and ſupported them with 
ſuch an admirable force of Eloquence, 
that no body but Cato had the Courage 
to oppole him. Upon which Czſar, 
after he had driven him by force out 
of the Senate, was going to drag 
him toPriſon. But Cato making no Re- 
ſiſtance, and feveral following him ; a- 
mong others, Czfar having reproach'd 
one Marcus Petronius tor going out of 


the Houle, betore the Senate was ad- 
journd, 
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fburnid, he anſwer'd, I had rather 90 
with Cato to Priſon, than ſtay here with 
you; he was aſhamed of what he haddone, 
and ſet him at liberty. On the other 
ſide he did not reply one word to Cice- 
ro, who had us'd him very roughly in a 
Speech; for he was of a Temper mild 
enough, and not ſubject to Pa{lion. But 
afterwards he ſet Clodius againſt him,and 
_ got him baniſh'd by his means,fo that his 
Eſtate was confiſcated, his Houſe raz'd 
to the Ground, and himſelf baniſh'd 
from Rowe , and a hundred Leagues 
round. Certainly Cz/ar had not his 
equal in this particular, in knowing 
how to deſpiſe in appearance, through 
_ a greatneſs of Spirit, a Man that had 
injurd him, and afterwards to be re- 
veng'd of that Man by the means of 0- 
thers, without letting it appear, that it 
came-from him. Cicero retiring into 
Macedonia, Philiſcas, with whom he had 
formerly been very-intimately acquaint= 
ed at Athens, made him a Philoſophical 
Diſcourſe to comfort him. But he was 
ſoon after recall 'd to Rome, by the Care 
and Solicitation of Pompey. The Con- 
queſts Czſar made in Gax/, the Govern= 
ment of which was faln to him by Lot 
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for five years, made him very (@@ ous. 


For though the Barbarians of that 


Strength of Body, yet they were much 
infcrior tothem in their way of Arming, 
and in Experience. Beſides Cz/ar kgew 
by his Prudence, how to ſtop the fury 
of the Gau/s, who threw themſelves pre- 
cipitately into all Dangers, without the 
leaſt Conſideration. In a word, he got 
ſo many Advantages over them, and 
beat them in ſo many Battels, that the 
Romans underſtanding he had ſubdued 
whole Nations, whoſe very Names were 
unknown to them till then,  order'd 
publick Thankſgivings for fifteen days 
together, which. had never been done 
betore. yy - 4-4, 
About this time Ptolomy King of E- 
gypt, having -been diſpoſleſs'd | of - his 
Kingdom by his .Subje&ts for his Ty- 
ranmeal Government, came to Rowe for 
Protection, where he, endeavourd-.by 
Gifts, to gain thoſe who were moſt in 
Credit, that the Republick might un- 
dertake to reſtore him. He alſo found 
means to poiſon the greateſt part of 
thoſe hundred Ambaſiadors, which the 
Exyptians had ſent to Rome to accule 
him ; 


un- 
try ſurpaſs'd the Romans in Numberiand © 
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him ; which appear'd very cruel to the 
Roman People. He allo got Dion Al- 
ſfaſſinated, the chief Perſon of the Em- 
baſſy, who was to have deliver'd to the 
Senate the SubjeQs of their Complaints 
againſt him, without recetving any Pu- 
niſhment tor theſe Crimes; becauſe Pom- 
pey entertain'd him in his Houſe, and pro- 
teted him upon all occaſions ; ſo prevail- 
ing were Bribes even at.that time in Rome. 
About the ſame time the Iſland of Cy- 
prus, which was a part of the Kingdom 
of Ptolomy, was annexd to the Domi- 
nions of the Republick. Pompey alſo 
built then that Magnificent Theatre , 
which is ſtanding at this day, at whoſe 
Dedication five hundred Lyons were 
killd in five days, and eighteen Ele- 
phants having fought againſt arm'd 
Men, part of them died upon the place, 
and the reſt ſoon after. For the People 
ſpar'd them at that time out of Com- 
paſſion, when they faw, that after ha- 
ving receivd a great many Wounds, 
they not only quitted the Combat, but 
ſet up a mourntul Cry, turning up their 
Trunks to Heaven. Tis ſaid theſe A- 
nimals know, befides the Language of 
their Country, what palles in the courſe 
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of the Heavens, infomuch, that upon 
the New Moon, before ſhe Rifes, they 
g0 to bath themſelves in a clear Stream. 
] have heard that 'twas not Pompey, but 
Demetrius, his Freedman, who built this 
Theatre out of the Money he had got. 
under him in the Wars ; Pompey having 
only borrow'd the Name, to prevent 
any blame or cenſure that might be 
thrown upon him, for having ſuffer'd 
the Son of a Slave to be able to defray 
fo vaſt an Expence. Czar was the firſt 
of the Romans that paſsd the Rhine, 
he afterwards went over into England, 
under the Conſulſhip of Pompey and 
Craſſas. This Iſland is diſtant from the 
Main Land of Ga//ia Celtica, on the 
ſide of Picardy , but a very ſmall 
Paſſage, which is not above ten or 
_ twelve Leagues. All the Ancient Greeks 
and Romans knew nothing at all of it; 
the moſt Modern of them have ev'n 
Joubted, whether 'twas an Iſland or 
Terra Firma ; inſomuch that a great ma- 
ny Authors have written Pro and Con; 
becauſe having never ſeen the Country, 
ncr any Native of it, they ſpoke of it. 
but by gueſs, juſt as every Man 
had time and occaſion to conſider the 
Een _ Matter. 
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Matter. But afterwards 'twas known for 
certain, firſt in the time of the Pro- 
rxtor Agricola, and ſince under the 
peror Severus, that it was an Iſland. 
Czfar having paſsd into Fnglard , 
though he hade not all the Succeſs he 
expected , nevertheleſs hearing! that 
the Gauls were upon Revolting, he took 
ſome Hoſtages from the Natives, who 
would not deliver to him all he 
demanded, and repaſs'd into Gaul, A- 
bout the ſame time, whether the Rains 
had fwelFd the 7zber, or whether the 
Wind hindred it from diſcharging it 
ſelf into the Sea, it overflow'd Rome 
with that Violence, that it beat down 
abundance of Houſes, and deſtroyd a 
world of People. 

Czſar paſs'd a ſecond time into Eng- 
land, where he vanquiſh'd the Barbarz- 
ans, imposd Taxes upon them, then 
went back to Gau/, whither the War 
call'd him, carrying with him a great 
number of Hoſtages. And now Gaul be- 
ing faln again by Lot to Czſar, Craſſus 
and Pompey had by the ſame chance, 
the firſt Syria, and the other Spazz ; 
or rather they ſeizd upon them by torce. 
Pompey ſent Licutenants in his place, 
09 C 4 and 
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and remain'd at Rome to ſolicit the fa- 
vour of the People. As for Craſſus, 
his exceſſive Avarice and Paſſion for 
Riches, prompted him to lead his Ar- 
my into the Country of the Parthians, 
thongh he had had very unlucky O- 
mens in paſſing the Euphrates, at a Place 
call'd Zeugma,ſince the Paſſage of Alexan- 
der ; for the Golden Eagle (the Romars 
call that Eagle ſo, which is born in a little 
Canopy at the end of a long Pike, and 
is carried at the head of thoſe Armies, 
which are compos'd of new Levies, the 
Pike being pointed below, that it may 
ſtick in the Ground.) This Eagle, I ſay, 
was very unwilling to paſs the Euphra- 
tes with Craſſus, but ſtuck in the Earth, 
asif it had taken Root, and twas with 
the utmoſt Force and Violence, that they 
tore it up from the Ground, and con- 
ſtrain'd it to follow. Yet more, the 
Bridge broke before all were paſs'd; fo 
that all theſe things join'd together, 
putting the Troops into a great Conſter- 
nation, Craſſus to recover their Spirits 
ſudto them, * Fear nothing, Soldiers : 
* I g:ve you my Oath that noae of you 
* ſhall come back this way, for my Des 
** ſign 1s to return through Armenia. 
But thole words, none of you ſhall come 


back 
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back, very much encreas'd their fears. 
The Parthians formerly Inhabited a 
Country of great extent under the Go- 
vernment of the Perfrans, where they 
were ſcarce heard of. But afterwards, 
upon the declenſion of that Empire, 
which the Macedonians had made them- 
ſelves Maſters of, the Succeſſors of Alex- 
der being extreamly weakned by many 
inteſtine Wars and Diviftions among 
tliemſelves, they began then to appear 
under the Condutt of one Arſaces, from 
whom all their Kings have been ſince 
call'd Arſacides, and made themſelves 
| Maſters of 4/ta, over which they a long 
time rul'd by their Satrapz, or Lieute- 
nants. They are all Archers on Horſe- 
back, for which they are fitted by the 
nature of their Climate. For as the Air 
is extreamly hot, the ſtrings of their 
Bows are ſo much the harder ; add to 
this the flat, even Countrey, which 
makes it proper for Horſe. They are 
declard Enemies to the Romans ; for 
which reaſon Craſſus led his Army 
againſt them, and againſt rheir King 
Oroodes; But he was there deſtroy'd, to- 
eter with his Son and almoſt all his 
rmy. The Parthians to inſult _ 
im 
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him the more, made him ſwallow melted 
Gold, for he was ſo immenſely Rich, 
and at the ſame time ſo exceſſively Co- 
vetous, that he pitied ſuch People as 
could not entertain a Rowan Army with 
their Revenue. 

After this the Parthians having pierc'd 
as far as Antioch, (ciz'd upon all they 
found in their way ; but they were at 
length repulsd by C. Cafius Longznus, 
who drove them back into their own 
Countrey, This was the end of Caſtus 
in that War, where the Romans receiv d 
ſo prodigious a loſs, that Poſterity will 
never loſe the memory of it. 

After this defeat, the diſſentions that 
aroſe between Ceſar and Pompey kindled 
a dreadful Civil War, which entirely de- 
ſtroy'd the Common-wealth. Many are 
the cauſes reported of their Variance, 
but the ſtrongeſt of all was Ambition, 
For tho' Pompey at the beginning had fa- 
vourd Cz/ar, yet afterwards his Power 
and Reputation made him Jealous. In- 
ſomuch that after having attempted un- 
derhand to thwart his deſigns, at length 
he pull'd off the Mask and declar'd open- 
ly againſt him. Thereupon Ceſar, who 
could not ſuffer any barr to his Autho- 

rity, 
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rity, but on the other ſide aim'd at being 
abſolute Maſter” of the Republick, letr 
Gaul, and march'd with all ſpeed for 
Rome, in order to take Pompey unpre- 
par'd. As for himſelf, having an Army 
that was us'd to War, and fluſh'd with 
many Victories over the Gauls, beſides 
the * large - promiſes he made them, - it 
might be ſaid that nothing was wanting 
to him. Which was the reaſon: that 
oblig'd Pompey to leave Rowe, and after- 
wards /raly, carrying with him almoſt 
all the Senate, and all rhe Treaſure, hold- 
ing all thoſe for Enemies who remain'd 
at Rome, tho' they did not follow Czſar's 
Party. 

When he came to Daurazzo, he com- 
pos'd an Army of Allies, and kept them 
to conſtant Exerciſe. In this interval of 
Afﬀairs, a great many very remarkable 
things were ſaid and done by the moſt 
conſiderable Perſons of the Republick. 
But as C#ſar and Pompey were abſolute 
| Maſters on their {ide, our deſign not be- 
ing to give a particular relation of 
Event's, we ſhall only ſpeak of what 
paſsd between them rwo. Ceſar having 
receiv d the Quality of Dzeator from the 
Hands of Lepidus, who was afterwards 
Tg Triumvir, 
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Triumvir, reſignd it immediately. after 
he took poſſeſſion of if tho his Con- 
duct was the very ſame with that of 
Pompey, doing things with the ſame-a0s. 
dependence, as if he had-continued-tn 
that Power. For both one and the other 
ſeeing an Army at their diſpoſition, fol- 
low'd nothing but their Paſſions in all 
their proceedings. Ceſar wanting Mo- 
ney, took out ot the Capitol all the coſt- 
ly Ornaments that had been Conſecrated 
to the Gods. Whilſt he was Sacrificing 
one Day to Fortune, the Bull juſt before 
the ſtroke got away, and making out of 
Rome, {wam over a Lake that he met in 
his way. Which made the Augars tell 
him, that if he ſtay'd at Rome, he would 
infallibly .be undone; and that on the 
other ſide, if he paſs d the Sea, he would 
be Victorious. Upon this hope, he led 
nis Troops againſt Pompey. | 
After he had left Rome, the Children 
of the City having divided themſelves 
into two Companies, under the Names 
of Pompey and Cz/ar, made a ſort of 
Fight without Weapons, in which the 
Party that bore the Name of Czar re- 
main'd Conqueror. Cz/ar afterwards 
landing without the knowledge of Bz- 
bulus, 
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bulus, who had the Guard. of the Sea, 
ſeiz'd upon Apgilonia, and ſeveral other 
| Places in the Neighbourhood of Pompey, 
Which he found without Garriſons. This 
Countrey is extreamly pleaſant, and 
polleſs'd of every thing one could wiſh 
ior, having the Sea on one ſide, and a 
great many Rivers on the other. But 
that which I found there moſt ſurprizing 
is, that a fire which riſes out of the Earth 
near a River, which 1s in the upper part 
of the Countrey, doth not only not con- 
ſume the Land about it, but doth not ſo. 
muf#h as burn the Place from whence it 
iſſues out, nor «ver: renders it parch'd 
and dry, there growing very near it Va- 
riety of Herbs anc. Trees ; nay, the 
very Rain increaſcs i, and makes the 
Flame aſcend higher. C2/27 ſeeing that 
Anthony, whom he had leicat Brundufrum, 
to Embark with the reit of his Troops, 
delayd coming to him, reſolv'd to paſs 
alone into /taly. Thus under a borrow d 
Name he got into a Boat, pretending 
that Czſar ſent him upon ſome very ur- 
gent Afﬀairs, and oblig'd the Pilot to put 
to Sea, tho the Wind was Contrary. 
They ' were already got out tar from 
Land, when the Wind increaſing, fer 

aroſe 
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aroſe a very great Storm, upon whicti 
the Pilot being aftaid, would have put 
back to ſhore with all ſpeed, when Cz- 
far diſcovering himſelf, ſaid to him, fear 
nothing, Friend, thou carry'ſt Cz/ar with 
thee ; as if that ſhould have aflwag'd the 
Violence of the Waves. For he queſti- 
on'd fo little the Succeſs of his Aﬀairs, 
whether he relied upon Predictions, or 
any thing elſe, that he often hop'd 
againſt all appearances. Nevertheleſs, 
this time he could not paſs over. 

Pompey in the mean while being per» 
ſwaded that he had a pretty good citince 
for it, if he could come to blows with 
him, before Anthony ſhould joyn him 
with the reſt of the Troops, advanc'd 
in all haſt towards Apo/onza, and {trove 
to paſs the River Apſus, near which 
Cz/ar was encampd : But the Bridge he 
had laid over it breaking under too 
great a weight, abundance of his Men 
who were already paſs d over, were ex- 
pos'd to the mercy of the Enemy, and 
were all cut in pieces; which accident per- 
fetly ſunk his Courage, feeing his firſt 
attempr in this War prove fo unſucceſl- 
ful. Anthony arriving upon the neck of 
this Defeat, put him into ſuch why 
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that he fled to Durazzo. For whilſt Bz- 
bulus livd, Anthony durſt never weigh 
Anchor from the Port of Brunduftum : 
But as ſoon as he was dead, oppreſs'd 
with the diſquiets and fatigues of War, 
and Libo had ſucceeded him in his charge 
of General of the Fleet, whom he did 
not fear, he immediately put to Sea. 
Durazzo is the Epidamnus of the Corcy- 
rians, {o nanyd by the Romars, as ſome 
hold, upon the account of ſeveral Rocks 
which are near the Port. For as in 
Latin Damnum ſignifies Loſs and Da- 
mage, they gave it that name, which 
ſeem'd to promiſe an ill fate to thoſe 
who ſhould attempt this Patlage. 

After Pompey was retir'd to Darazzs, 
he pitch'd his Camp without the Ciry, 
and cover'd it with a Ditch, and a Ram- 
part of Turfs. Some Skirmiſhes hap- 
pen'd there, but no ation of any Mo- 
ment. Afterwards Czſar advancing by 
Night between the Sea and a Morats 
as far as the City, in hopes to get pol- 
ſeſſion of it by the means of ſome in- 
telligence he had within, he engag'd 
himſelf unwarily in a Defle, where be- 
ing charg'd all at once in front and 
rear by a Party that came in Barks to 

| CUE 
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cut oft his Retreat, he loſt a great num- 
ber of his Men, and very narrowly ef- 
capd himſelf. After which he drew off 
in great haſt towards Theſſaly. 

Pompey took the Title of [mperator, as 
if the War had been done, though at the 
ſame time he contain'd himſelt in the 
bounds of Modeſty, and march'd imme- 
diately after Cz/ar into Theſſaly, where 
the two Armies met. Pompey would 
have no Superior, and Czſar no Equal. 
Both were the greateſt Captains of their 
time, and-deſerv'd a-like to Command 
and Conquer, The firſt could reckon in 
the number of his Triumphs, Africa, Ser- 
torius, Mithridates, Tigranes, and abun- 
dance of Naval Victories. On the 0- 
ther {ide Czfar look'd upon Gaul, Spain, 
the Rhine and Enzland, as ſo many Tro- 
phies of his Valour. In a word, their 
Ambition having engag'd Armies com- 
 posd of Troops of the ſame Nation, 
'twas a fad ſpectacle to ſee People very 
nearly related, promiſcuouſly flay one 
another, They call'd each other by 
their Names, then run one another thro 
the Body. Whilſt one was plundering 
another whom he had overcome, he 
difcours'd with him about his COT 
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of which they were both Natives, and 
he who fell under the other's Sword, 
enjoyn'd his Enemy to carry home the 
news of his Death, Pompey appear'd 
py, in Horſe and Archers, for 
which reaſon his Men falling upon the 
Batalions of Czſar to the Right and 
Left, "made their diſcharge at a diſtance, 
which put Czſar's Men into ſome diſor- 
der; then turning their Horſes about, 
they charg'd them on another ſide, ne- 
ver ſtaying long in one place. Thoſe 
of Coſi to avoid this inconvenience, 

_ chang'd their poſtures continually, went 
up-to the Archers, ſeiz'd Men and Hor- 
ſes, and removd from place to place 
with the utmoſt alacrity as there was 
occaſion, having for this purpoſe ſome 
Foot mix'd with their Horſe. And as 
*twas not only in one place this extra- 
ordinary way of Action appear'd, as I 
have already faid ; but at the ſame time 
in feveral places with equal Vigour, 
theſe near, thoſe at a diftance, ſome 
Wounding, others receiving Wounds ; 
ſometimes flying, and ſometimes putting 
to flight ; one would have faid, that ſe- 
veral Battels were fighting ata time both 
on Horſeback and Foot. 

_ D Whilſt 
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Whilſt things were in this condition, 
a great many extraordinary events fell 
out. He that was ſeen to fly a'moment 
before, turn'd upon his Enemy and put 
him to flight : No ſooner had one woun- - 
ded another, but himſelf receiv'd a 
mortal blow. He that was ſtanding o- 
_ ver his foe, was often kill d by him that 
he had laid flat. A great number were 
{tif'd without recciving any Wounds, 
and they who had ſcarce flrength to 
ſtand, were eager to ſhed Blood. Here 
they ſung and made ſhouts of Joy, there 
they groan'd and deplor'd their Misfor- 
tunes. In a word, there was nothing 
but deſpair and ruin throughout, But 
after they had fought a long time with 
equal advantage on both ſides, the Ar- 
my of Pompey, which was for the moſt 
part compos'd of Men pick'd up, in 4- 
fra, and by conſequence not prafctis'd 
in War, was defeated. His Misfortune 
had been preſagd to him by the Thun- 
der that fell in his Camp, and by the 
Bees that came and pitch d upon his 
Standards. Czſar.usd his Victory with 
Moderation, and treated the Senators 

civilly, who had follow d the contrary 
Party. In ſtead of reading thoſe Let- 
ters 
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ters which" he found among Pompey s 
Papers; he generouſly burnt them all, 
- Teſt;he ſhould diſcover things which he 
" muſt have been obligd to puniſh. This 
Action. got him the affection of a world | 
_ of People of the contrary Party. | 
Pompey thought himſelf fo ſecure of 

Victory, that he had not taken the leaſt | 
precaution, for he had neither poſted | 
himſelf in an advantagious place; nor it 
ſecured a Retreat in caſe of an Over- i 
throw. Beſides, though he might have | 
gain'd his point by uſing delays, yet | 

whether he did it by his own opinion, 
as believing he was Invincible, or whe- 
ther his Men obligd him toit, he gave 
Battel againſt all the Rules of War. So 
thit this Defeat funk him at once, and | 
put him into ſuch a Dilemma, that he | 
did not know what courſe to take for 
the recovery of his Aﬀairs. When fear 
has once ſeiz'd upon a Man, *tis out of 
his power to reſolve upon any thing 
for his Advantage, whereas when he is 
prepard for all Accidents, he is ſecure 
from all the impreſſions of fear, with- 
out which he muſt not hope for a Re- 
ſource. Thus Powpey having teft a Coun- 
try fortified by Narure, fled into Egypr, 
D > here 
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where he was treahiefouſly kill d,. The 
Fgyptians after: this ncceabhe — oy 
fell under the Daminion of: 'Citopages, 
whom they would never acknowlodgg: 
before for their Sovereign, and/ſoon 
ter under the Government-of the Romans. 
I had a mind to interrupt the thread of 
the Hiſtory, to ſhew- that fo tregehe- 


rous an Action did not remain unpu- 
niſhed. 
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c aius Fulins C ofar. 


Pm; aſter baving paſs'd for the 
greateſt Man that ever was among 
the Rowgus, infomuch that he was calld 
a. ſecond Agawemnon ; becauſe like him 
he had commanded four thouſand Ships, 
was kill'd the eighth day after that, in 
which he had formerly triumph'd over 
Mithridates andthe Corſairs, One thing 
is remarkable enough, Pompey had been 
miſtruſiful of all thoſe who bore the 
name of Caſſius, upon the account of 
a certain Oracle which had warnd him 
to. beware of a Caſſius ; yet not one of 
them ever made awampe upon his Life ; 
but 
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" bit wits anti arid! biitied "#t 
4 *f 2 Monntain of the fame 
Nate. % As for Cfat, fortune was fo 
þ oy toug to all his urtdertakings, "thitt 
llin#' onee"into' 7 of Ponipey, is 


he RY the HeB&pont in a Frigat, 
he not only receivd no damage,” but 
further it firuck "the Enemy i ſo 
great # Chnſt8#Aatioh, *thit the 'whole 
Fer my dred to him immediately. 
ead beirg” brotight to Him 
W's at re al in Fgypr, the fight of 
it dtew t&trs from His 'Eyes; but thefe 
outward trtarks of grief were riflictlods 
in him. | For thbught he had always 
aim'd at tHe Sovertis #11 Power, he would 
at the faine time fave. it thought that 
he pitied him, whom he had declard 
In Wat again; r this very tenſor : 
Nay, in ſuch h1 was he to beat the 
Hed of' all, that” he purſu'd Pompey 
with "great viligetce Jnto Frypt. th 
no other” defign than to get rid of him 
whetefGever he' could find him. Ha- 
ving afterwards got Athens into his poſ- 
ſeſſion, by the means of Calvinus the 
Governor, (for now Pompey was dead, 
they made no Refiftance.) He granted 
them a general Pardon for all that was 
D 3 paſt, 
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paſt, adding, that he forgave their for- 
mer Hoſtilities, in conſideration of their 
Anceſtors. He ſent to Rome Pompey's 


Ring, upon which three Triumphs were 


ingrav'd;. like that which .Sy#a ,us-d: ito 
wear, that the Romars might-no longer 
doubt of his Death. lA ee or 
In the mean time being captivated 
with the charms of Cleopatra, - he ſtay'd 
long in Egypt, and gave a looſe to his 
Paſlion. For he was naturally prone to 
love, and ſo much did he giye:way to 
| 1t, that he was concernd with a world 
of Women as occaſions offer'd. But 
Cleopatra was the handſomeſt of them 
all ; for beſides the blooming Age ſhe 
then was in, ſhe hada Speech ſo very 
graceful, that 'twas impoſlible to con- 
verſe with her, without being 1immedi- 
ately captivated by her. She had at 
that time a difference with her Brother, 
which was referr'd to the Arbitration of 
Czſar, But the cauſe having depended 
pretty long, ſhe was reſolvd to come 
in Perſon to take care of her Buſineſs, 
ſaying, her Lawyers betray d her. As 
ſoon asCz/ar ſaw her,and heard her ſpeak, 
he was inſtantly in love with her; 
whereupon ſummoning her Brother up- 
ON 
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on the place, he rather acted the part 
of an: Advocate for the Princeſs, than 
judge between them both. Inſomuch, 
that the young Man equally ſurpris'd 
with this proceeding, and to ſee his 
Siſter of a ſudden in a place where he 
did not expect her, fled away in anger 
to the People who were aſſembled , 
and cried out that he was ſold. 

Czſar had all the difficulty imagina- 
ble that day to paciftie the Egyprzans, 
and to hinder them from Riſing. Nay, 
a little after, (having no Soldiers about 
him, becauſe he had diſpers'd them in- 
to ſeveral places of Syria, thinking he 
ſhould have no occaſion for them in 
theſe parts) he ran a very great riſque ; 
Achillas, who govern'd the Country at 
_ that time, having taken up Arms againſt 
"him. For having once upon ſome occa- 
ſion put to death ſeveral of the Inhabitants 
of the Suburbs of Pharo, where he had 
been, thoſe of the other fide feeing the 
Diſturbance, immediately threw Bridges 


over the Water, and ran to the Atii- 
ſtance of their Country-men. They 


had no ſooner palſs'd over, but they fell 
upon the Romans, and kill d a great num- 
ber of them upon the ſpot, driving the 
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reſt.to_ their Ships; -where feveral | fell 
headlong into the Sea, as they preſs'd 
to get a-board, among them Czſar him- 
fell who was in great danger. His Ha- 
bit did him more hurt, than any thing 
elſe; for it being of a purple colour, 
'twas eaſter for the Egyptians to diſtin- 
guiſh it, and to ſhoot at it. So that he 
was obligd to throw off his Velt, to 
{ave himſelf ; after which, he got up 
into a Bark. Thus he eſcapd without 
ſo much as wetting thoſe Papers, as he 
ſwam, which he held in his left Hand. 
The Egyptians hung his Veſt upon a 
Trophy, which they rais'd upon this 
occaſion. But ſome Troops coming to 
him after this, he poſleſs'd himſelf of 
the whole Country in general, and gave 
it to Cleopatra, for whoſe ſake alone he 
had drawn this War upon himſelf. 

Afterwards quitting Egypt, to lead his 
Army againſt Pharnaces, Son of Mithri- 
dates, who had ſeiz'd upon the Province 
of Pontus, he vanquiſh'd him the ſame 
day he arrivd in view of his Troops, 
aiter which he return'd into /taly, Ce- 
ſar took Money where-ever he could 
tind- it ; his Maxim was, that in order 
to attain to a high degree of Power, to 
keep 
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keep it, and to increaſe it,” 'twas abſg- 


lutely neceſſary to have twothings, 
Money and Soldiers, which: are as it 
were , 2 conſequence of each other : 
For by Money Soldiers are kept to theit 
Duty, and by "the means of:Soldiers you 
get wherewithal to pay them; nor 
hed he theſe Sentiments only in his 
Mouth, but he was ſtrongly petſwaded 
of the "neceſſity of them. y 

' When he was come to Rome, the 
Troops he had left in Campania, in or- 
der to their paſting from thence into 
Africa, advanc'd towards the City, put- 
ting all to the Sword that came in their 
way. At the firſt news of their March, 
he was abouttoſend the Prerorian Bands 
againſt them, but afterwards fearing left 
they might be debauch'd too, he gave 
over that deſign, and contented him- 
ſelf with deputing ſome Soldiers to them, 
while they were in the Suburbs, to 
know who led them, and what they 
demanded. To which having anfwer- 


| ed, that they would tell no body but 


Czar; he commanded them to come 
to him, witlzout other Arms than their 


Swords, which he knew they would 


not have quitted, and ſolet them m_ 
£11c 
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the City; When they were come into 
his Preſence, "they | began with great 
earneſtneſs' to» ask him for their Diſ- 
charge, repreſenting' to him all their 
former Services, the fatigues they had 
undergone, and that hitherto they had 
received none of the Rewards they ex- 
pected. Twas not their intention t0 
leave the War for a private Life, but 
they thought to frighten C2ſar, and by 
that means to oblige him to grant them 
what they defird. But Czſar contrary 
to what' they expected, ſaid to them ; 
there is reaſon in what you ask, and 
you have your liberty from this Mo-» 
ment. Thus he diſcharg'd them all, as 
if they had been no longer neceſlary to 
him, after having paid them the laſt 
farthing that was due to them, and pro- 
mis'd the uſual rewards to thoſe, who 
had ſerv'd their time. This proceeding 
\urpriz'd them ſo much, that of a ſud- 
den they chang'd their Language and 
Opinion, and promis'd him Wonders for 
the time to come ; but he flatly rejus'd 
their Service, ſaying, that he had no 
turther buſineſs for them, in which he 
ſpoke againſt his Thoughts, for he ſtood 
extreamly in need of them. Thereup- 

on 
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en redoubling_ their Inſtances, and rus 


ing pardon for the Diſorders the (+; 
committed, after ſeveral refuſals he ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be workt upon, ſo that 
after diſmiſling ſome of the moſt Muti- 
nous among them, he took the-reſt a+ 


when he had diſcover'd any that were 
given to Sedition in his Army, to get 
rid of them upon occaſions, that ſerv'd 
to weaken his Enemies as much. 
Afterwards with that accuſtomed di- 
ligence that had fo great a ſhare in. al 
his Succeſles, he croſs'd the Sea _in the 
midſt of Winter, and paſs'd into Africk, 
where as he was getting out of the. Shi 
he happen'd to fall, which accident his 
Soldiers took for a very ill Omen, inſo- 
much, that the fear it caſt them into, 


put them all ; into diſorder, But Ceſar, 


without being in the leaſt ſurpriz'd, pre- 
tending to have faln on purpoſe, 'rook 
_ up ſome of the Earth in his Hands, 
and killing it, faid, Now thou art mine, 
O Africa. At this time the whole Coun- 
try was under obedience to Cato and 
Scipio, who had made a cloſe Alliance 
with Juba, King of Lybia., Though the 
firſt had the moſt Wiſdom and Sagaci- 


TY, 


' into his Service. 'Twas his way, 
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y; yet as Scipio had thefndvaintifesr 
248 and Employmenits, the other Field- 


ed to him the command of the” Ar» 


my. ene | ; | ; | # 
But C#ſar fiaving at' length defeated 


him, Juba entred into ſb/great a Con- 
ſternation, that Perrezus Scipio's Liew- 
tenant, deſpiiring alfo to obtain any 
Quarter ; they fought' together Mart to 
Man, with: a defign that both ſhotld 
fall upon the place, in order to deliver 
themſelves from theit "common Ene- 
T1" &ſar afterwards left 'in Africa S2- 
iaft the Hiſtorian, ſeemingly to govern 
it, but in effe& to pillage the Country, 
as it appear'd by the confequence. For 
though he has very much exclaim'd in 
his Writings, againſt thoſe who make 
Concultions in their Provinces : yet 'tis 
evident, that his Actions 'did not agree 
with his Words. There were great com- 
plaints zgzinſt him, which Czfar took 
no care to redreſs, th6ugh he has ſtffi- 
ciefitly accasd himſelf by his Hiſtory. 
After this Victory, the Rotans who were 
extreatnly afraid of Czfar, as they had 
been before, decteed hit very gfeat 
Honours. Among the reſt they ſet up 

his 
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his Statue upon a Globe of Braſs, with 
this Inſcription, Zo the Demi God, He 
trrumph'd four days ji no, for his 
Victory over the Gasls, Egypt, Pharna- | 
ces, and Juba; Queen Arfimoe her ſelf 8 
being in the number of his Captives. l 
 Fhough all the World was amaz'd at | 
the variety and greatneſs of the things | 
he had done; yet the Soldiers did not | | 
i 
| 


ceaſe to ridicule him, and to rally | 
him about his Amours with Cleopatra,  _- 
as well as for what had paſs'd hereto- | 
fore in his youth, between him and | 

Nicomedes , King of Bithynia, Nay , : | 
they ſung publickly, Cefar has ſubdued — 
the Gauls, but Nicomedes has ſubdued 
Caeſar. They allo cried in all the cor- bw 
ners of the Streets, If you a& well, = 
Cz/ar, you ſhall be unifh'd; but if 0- | 

| 


therwiſe, you ſhall reign. Their mean- 
ing was, if he gave the Republick its | 
liberty, which they eſteem d juſt, he | 
ſhould be puniſh'd for having broke the q 
Laws ; bur if on the other fide, he kept 
the Sovereign Power (which was accor- 
ding to them the action of a bad Citi- 

zen) his Authority would ſtill ſubſiſt. 

Bur though he could excuſe what they | | 
ſaid, with relation to his Amours with | 

jet Cleo- 


#1 
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Qeopatras yet . he could... not - ſuffer” 
he reproaches-:; they made. him about: 

Nicomedes ; nay, 'twas fo. very uneaſie to: 

him, that he .ofter'd to clear himſelf by 

Oath, which: ſerv d ta make him but 
the more ridiculous. _.. 

The laſt day. of the Feaſt he left the 
People, and came all cover'd with Flow- 
ers. into the place of his own Name, 
from whence he was conducted home 
by a vaſt number of People, with a- 

* bundance of Flambeaux carried by Ele- 
phants. He gave afterwards ſeveral 
publick Shews of all kinds, in the The- 
atre which he built on purpoſe for the 
deſtruction of Beaſts. -It has been fince 
call'd Amphitheatre, becauſe it has ſeats 
all round, without any rais'd place in 
the middle. It would be too tedious to 

| give a detail of all the Beaſts that aps 
| pear'd at that time : But as 'twas the 
z firſt time that a Came/opardal was ſeen 
at Rome, it may not be improper to 
ſpeak a word of it, It perfectly reſem- 
bles a Camel with this reſerve, that it 
has no proportion between its Mem- 
bers : For its hinder Legs are ſmaller 
than thoſe before, ſo that to take it 
from the Tail to the Head, which it 
bears 
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[47 } | 
bears a-loft, one would ſay as to the 
reſt, that it riſes by little and little, 
His Skin is ſpotted like that of a Leo- 
pard, which is the reaſon that his name 
is compos'd of that of both thoſe Ani- 
mals. 

_ Among other Combats that were ſeen 
at theſe Shews, there were Men who 
fought upon forty Elephants, and there 
was the diverſion of a Sea-fight, not 
upon the Sea, but in the Field of Mars, 
where after they had fill'd a vaſt deep 
place with Water, which they had dug 
_ on purpoſe, they brought Ships into it ; 
the Combatants were the Priſoners, and 
condemn'd Criminals. Yet further, 
there were Turnaments on Horſeback, 
which are commonly call'd Games of 
Troy, where young Men of the firſt 
Quality, ran after the ancient manner 
againſt others of the ſame Age and-Con- 
dition in Chariots. Though the great 
number of People that were killd in 
all theſe Shews, render'd Czfar extream- 
ly odious, inaſmuch as 'twas thought 
very ſtrange, that he ſhould not be fa- 
tified yet with Blood and Slaughter : 
Yet this was nothing to the indignati- 
on they conceiv'd, at the vaſt ſums of 

Money 
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| Money which they ſaw ſwallowed up 
in theſe ridiculous Expences, infomuch 
that every body faid publickly, that he 
would never have put- it to ſuch Uſes, 
if he had not got it by Violence: and 
Injuſtice. For a mark of the Magnifi- 
cence he ſhewd upon this occaſion , 
that the Sun might not incommode the 
Company, he coverd all the Theatre 
with a Fence of Silk. The Barbarians 
were the firſt inventers of theſe ſorts of 
Works, and have introduc'd the uſe of 
them among us, ſo that now our Wo- 
men wear them as Ornaments. After- 
wards the Soldiers mutiny'd, and would 
not be compos'd till Czfar went among 
them, and feiz'd upon one of them him- 
ſelf, whom he orderd to be ſeverely 
puniſh'd, He made alfo ſeveral Laws ; 
among the reſt, 'twas he who put the 
Year into the order we find it at preſent, 
by addipg ſeven Days, which ſeenr'd to 
be wanting to make it compleat, to the 
ſixty which were added before ; for for- 
merly the Months were govern'd by the 
courſe of' the Moon, which caus'd a 
world of Confuſion.” He took this de- 
ſign when he wasat Alexandria, where 
the ſame was in uſe, with this _—_ 
| . that 
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that the Egyprians make all their Months 
conſiſt of thirty days, and add after- 
wards every fifth year, the day which 
the ſix hours make up, which remain 
from each of the preceding years. By 
this means he made the year perfect 
within ſome few Minutes , which will 
make but one day, and that muſt come 
in after 146r. 

Afterwards he march'd againſt the 
Sons of Pompey, who had kindled a 
great War in Spain. The Fight was very 
ſharp, and the advantage fo long diſpu- 
ted on both ſides, that the two Chief 
ſeeing all was at ſtake, quitted their 
Horſes, and ruſh'd on among the reſt. 
But at length Bogud, who till then was 
unconcern d, falling upon Powpey's Camp 
behind , Labienus left the Battel to 
march againſt him ; which making thoſe 
of his Party believe he fled, their Spi- 
rits ſunk entirely ; nor was it poſlible 
to recover them, though they had learnt 
the occaſion of his going. 

This was C2far's laſt Victory, tho 
he had hopes ſtill of making many 
Conqueſts more ; becauſe ſoon atter this 


Defeat a Palm was ſeen to ſpring up_ 


of a ſudden in the Field of Battel. Bur 
| E __ this 
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_ this happy preſage was not for lim, 
_ for it related to Odavizs, the Son of 
his Siſter, who then ſervd in his 
Troops, 'Twas he who was to. mount 
to the utmoſt height of Glory, thro' in- 

fimte dangers and fatigues. When he 
ſaw himfelf in peaceful poſſeſſion of 
the - Sovereign Power, he got the Se- 
nate to make a Decree, that he might 
have leave to wear a Royal Robe in 
Aſſemblies, and a Crown of Laurel, al- 
ledging for a reaſon, that he was bald. 
He began alfo to be more coſtly in his 
Habit than he was wont, wearing a 
red Saſh, and often hanging looſe ; 
which appear'd fo ſufpicious to Sy/la, 
that he would fain have put bim in the 
number of the profcrib'd for that rea- 
ſon, ſaying to ſome who interceded in 
his favour ; ** For your ſakes | grant him 
* his Life,but have a care of this Man that 
<< 5s ſoill girt: And though Czcero did 
not comprehend the thing then, yet af- 
terwards when he heard of the Defeat 
of Pompey, He ſaid, © I ſhould never 
* have thought Pompey would have been 
'* overcome by a Man ſo ill girt.. 'Twas 
orderd by a Decree, that Ceſar ſhould 
always tor the tuture bear the Name of 
Empe- 
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Emperor, not as tis given to thoſe who 
have won a great Battel, or to ſuch Per- 
ſons who are put into a high degree 
of Power ; but in the ſenſe the word is 
taken at preſent, and as 'tis applied to 
thoſe who are abſolute Maſters of the 
Empire. Wherefore we ſhall look up- 
on Cz/ar for the future, as the firſt of 
the Roman Emperors, and then we ſhall 
ſpeak of the reſt in their order. They 
alſo ſet one of his Statues of Ivory, 
next to that of Brutus, who had former- 
ly extirpated the Kings: Which makes 
an event ſurprizing enough, inaſmuch 
as he was kill'd by Marcus Brutus, who 
was derivid from the firſt. Among 
other Innovations he made in the Laws, 
he created ſeveral Conſuls every year ; 
ſo that he who was in Office dy- 
ing the laſt day of the year, he 
ſubſtituted Caninius in his place , 
which made Cicero ſay very pleafantly ; 
© that the Republick had had a Conſul 
* ſo vigilant and active, that he did not 
* ſleep one Moment all the time he 
* held his place. Afterwards he rebuilt 
Carthage and Corinth, two very ancient 
Cities, and very flouriſhing heretofore, 
that had been ruin'd by the Romans, and 
and repeopled them with new Colonies. 
E 2 So 
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So that after having been demoliſh'd to- 
gether, they began to flouriſh again at 
the ſame time. | 

As he was meditating to make War 
upon the Parthians, Marcus Brutus, and 
Caius Caſſius, prepar'd an Ambuſh for 
him, in which he miſerably periſh'd by 
the reſult of a furious and head-ſtrong 
Counſel, as the Author of this Hiſtory 
pretends : But a Scnator and a Man of 
Quality, who compos'd a fine Hiſtory, 
could not ſpeak otherwiſe. For the 
truth of the thing is ( as Plutarch very 
well remarks in his Para/els) that they 
engag d in this Enterpriſe upon a mature 
deliberation, and had no other end in 
executing ſo bold a ſtroke, than to de- 
liver themſclves and the Republick from 
the infamous ſlavery they groan'd un- 
_ der; and this is what no body ever made 
a doubt of. Yet Don pretends that Mo- 
narchy is preſcrable to the Popular State, 
and exerts himſielt to prove it by plau- 
ſible arguments. The Power of Rome, 
iays he, being ſo great, that it govern'd 
all the fineſt and largeſt Countreys of 
the Farth, the diverſity of Cuſioms 
which met among ſo great a mixture of 
People, joynd to the abundance of 


Riches, torm'd ſuch a variety of _— 
eſts 
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eſts and Fortunes, as well publick as 
private, that 'twas impoſſible things 
could remain long in that Mediocrity 
they ought to be. Yet more, he adds, 
that 'tis much eaſier to find one Good 
Man, than ſeveral ; and that after all, 
there was leſs to be fear d under the Ty- 

raany of one, than that of many. 
The ſame Author writes, that Flatter- 
ers were the true occaſion of Cz/ar's 
Death ; for after they had given him ex- 
traordinary Honours, which fill'd him 
with Vanity, they were afterwards the 
firſt who ridicul'd him. They began by 
calling the Month in which he was born, 
Julius; then they ſtyl'd him God in his 
preſence, even Jupiter. After that 
they built him a Temple, and made 4#- 
thony Prieſt to preſide at the Ceremo- 
nies, hike another Flamen Dzalis, order- 
ing all his Decrees to be Ingrav d in Pil- 
lars of Silver. They heap'd upon him 
all theſe Honours one upon another, 
becauſe finding he receiv d them with 
pleaſure, refuſing but very few, they 
_ thought partly to make their Court by 
that means, and partly to render him 
odious, that the hatred he ſhould draw 
upon himſelf might ruine him, as it a&u- 
E 3 ally 
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ally fell out a little after. Nevertheleſs, 
he refus'd the Name of King, which 
ſome had given him. But when the 
Tribunes pretended to enquire after 
thoſe who had vsd this piece of flattery 
in order to puniſh them, having boldly 
taken off the Diadem which had been ſet 


upon the Head of his Statue, he was fo 


inrag d at it, that he deprivd them 
of the Authority which accompanied 
their Offices, and drove them out of the 
Senate ; which made it ſuſpeRed that he 
aimd at the Royalty, but would not 
ſeem to accept of it unleſs 'twere forc'd 
upon him, for which reaſon every bod 
conceiv'd the laſt indignation tid 
him. So far was it carried that ſome 
wrote at the foot of the Statue of Lucz- 
us Brutus, © Would to Heaven thou wert 
{till Alive : And at the Tribunal of 
Marcus Brutus, who was then Pretor 
of the City 3 you ſleep, Brutus ; you 
are not a Brutus; in the mean time 
we want a Brutus. But that which 
rendred him more odious was his Arro- 
2ance : For the Senate coming once to 
Salute him in a Body, he receiv'd them 
without rifing from his Seat. Some 
would have excus'd him, and faid he was 
al 
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at that time tormented with the Cholick; 


which - reliſh'd with very few, becauſe 
mmediately after, he al d home on 
Foot... C363- 3 
His Death was prefag'd by abundance 
of Prodigies. The Arms of Mars 
( which were _ according to the An- 
cient Statutes in his Houſe, as being Chief 
Prieſt ) made a Noiſe, and the Doors of 
the Room where he lay, open'd of their 
own accord. But he minded theſe Prog- 
-noſticks very little, ſaying in rallery, 
that Day he was kill d to an Aagar, who 
had advis'd him to beware of a certain 
Day, well, ſaid he, © Where are all your 
© PrediRtions now ? Don't you ſet that 
© Im alive upon the Day you told me 
* of 2 'To which the other anſwer'd, 
F © That indeed the Day was come, but 
not paſs'd. The Confpirators having 
Fon. him in the Senate, fell upon 
him altogether, and kill'd him with ſe- 
veral itroaks. 
- *Tis reported, © That he ſaid to Mar- 
* cas Brutus, as he {truck him, what 
© my Son, are you in the Conſpiracy 


© tob? After his Death, LZepidus went 


immediately with a Guard to ſeize upon 
the Publick Place, under pretence, he 


E 4 ſaid, 
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ſaid, of revenging the Murder, but. in- 
deed to make a diſturbance, and to uſurp 
if he could an abſolute Power. As to 
Brutus and Caſſius, they went up to'the 
Capitol. In the -mean time, all Rome 
was in a terrible Combuſtion. Cicero 
reſtor'd Peace and Union among the 
Romans by a Speech, which he made to 
them upon the occaſion. Anthony was 
aſliſting, in the Reconciliation, not that 
he was diſpos'd to Peace, but becauſe be- 
ing then out of all Employment, he had 
no mind that Tumults and Diſorders 
ſhould give any other an occaſion to 
ſeize upon the Sovereign Power, which 
he' atm'd at for himſelf. Brutus and 
Caſſius, deſcending together from the 
Capitol, the firſt went to the Houſe of 
Lepidus, who was his Kinſman, and the 
other to that of Anthony : On which oc- 
caſion 'tis reported, that as they were at 
Supper together, among other things 
that were ſaid at this meeting, Anthony 
having ask'd Caſſius if he had not ſtill a 
Dagger under his Cloak ; yes, ſaid he, a 
very long one, which I ſhall make uſe 
of againſt you, if ever you attempt to 
oppreſs the Publick, 


Aſter 


[57 ] 

+ Aﬀter the reading of Czfar's Will, by 
which he gave two Crowns'a' Man to 
every Citizen, his Body heing' expos'd 
in the Forum, Anthony mate his Funeral 
Oration, which mov'd the People to that 
Degree, that they immediately burnt 
the Body in the very Place, and after- 
wards interr d his Aſhes, then raiſing an 
Altar to him, they Sacrific'd to him as 
to a God. Nay, their Rage tranſported 
them ſo far, as to prompt them to go 
and to find out his Murderers ; In their 
way they put to Death Hetvius Cinna, 
the Tribune, upon a miſtake ' of the 
Name, for another Cizza that was one of 
the Confpirators. In a word, the diſorder 
did not ceaſe till the Confuls had pull'd 
down the Altar, and condemn'd ſome 
of the moſt ſeditious to be thrown head- 
long from the Capito/, They decreed 
alſo by a Law to be for ever inviolable, 
that they would create no more Di#a- 
fors for the time to come : As if 'twere 
the Name that was odious, and not the 
Violence of Arms, the Corruption of 
Manners, and the ill uſe of their Autho- 
rity who were at the Helm, that were 
to be found fault with. I muſt not for- 
get that in this Tumult, Caizs Caſca, the 
Tribune 
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Tribune hearing what had; happend to 
Cinna, was apprehenſive; of the ſame 
Fate himſelf, becauſe Publius Servilins, 
one of 'the Tribunes, was likewiſe one of 
the Aſſaſſins : Whereupon, hegot a Writ> 
ing to be poſted up, by which he-de- 
clard, that tho' they were. Relations, 
they had nevertheleſs been of a different 


Opinion on this occaſion. | 


' Axthony being charg'd with the Exe- 
cutorſhip in Ce/ar's Will, as ſoon as he 
was Maſter of his Papers and Memoirs, 
he began firſt of all by raizing out ſeve- 
ral things in order to inſgrt others-in 


their place, committing 4 World of Cofr 
_ euſſions, and extorting Money from 


private Men, Communities and Kings, 
ſelling Lands to ſome, to othets Free- 
dom, and to ſeveral an exemption from 
Tribute, In a word, as he made no Ac+ 
count of Ofavias, whom he look'd ups 
on as a Young Man without Expericnze, 
he not only {eiz'd upon all the Treafure 
Ceſar had left, as if he had beeh his 
Heir, but alſo his Power. And becauſe 
he ſaw Lepidas was in- great Credit; -he 
gave his Daughter in Marriage to his 
Son, and. got him the Dignity of Ch:of 
Prieſt, in order to oblige him by that, 


not 
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not to penetrate too far into his deſigns. 
We ſhall now ſpeak of the other Empec: 
rors in their order, and divide this Hiſtd-- 


ry into as many pafts, as Rowe has ſeen- 
Succefſors of Julizs Ceſar upon the 
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OFavius Ceſar, Auguſtus. 
4 hv 

Aius Oftavius Cepias, ( for fo was. 

the Son of Attiacall'd, the Davigh- 

ter of a Siſter of Czſar ) was Born at 
Pelitre, a City in the Kingdom of Na+ 
ples. Loſing his Father ir his Infancy; 
he was brought up by his Mother and 
his Father in Law L. Philzppas, till being 
arrivd towards Manhood, - he applyed 
himſelf to Cz/ar, who having no Chi 
dren, and beſides conceiving great hopes 
of this Young Man, lov'd him extream+ 
ly, and Educated him with great Care, 
looking upon him as the Inheritor of his 
Name, his Eſtate, and all his Power. 
To which he had ſo much the more in- 
clination, as Aztia had declar'd upon 
Oath, that ſhe had conceiv'd him by 
Apollo, ſaying, that one Day as ſhe was 
aſleep 


» 
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afleep in the Temple of that God, ſhe 


Dreamt that ſhe was Carnally known by 
a Dragon, / and that ſhe lay In exactly 


| accor ing to the uſual time. Yet more, 


before ſhe was Deliver'd, ſhe dreamt 
again that her Intrails were carried to 
Heaven, from whence they ſpread them- 
ſelves over all the World ; and her Hus- 
band likewiſe dreamt, that a Sun came 
out of his Wife's Belly. As ſoon as he 
was Born, Nigidius Figulus foretold, that 
he would be Emperor. by. | 
- He was a Man well vers'd in Aſtro- 
logy, and who'/perteAly knew the courſe. 
of . the Stars, as well as their Efiets and 
Influences, ' whether by themſelves, or 
their various Conjuncions ; ſo far was. 
he skill'd in them, that *twas ſuſpected 
he knew too much, ſeveral People be- 
lieving that his knowledge extended to 
Magick. One Day ſeeing Ottavius come 
to the Senate a little later than the reſt, 
by reaſon of the Birth of his Son, he 
faid to him, you have begot a Maſter for 
us. Otavius troubled at what he ſaid, 
would have kill'd his Son, but he pre- 
vented him by telling him, that 'twas 
not his Fate to dye after that manner. 
Afterwards as he was brought up inthe 
(73% Countrey 
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Countrey while he was very young, an 
Eagle ſnatch'd his Bread out of his Hands, 
and flew up in the Air very high, then 
coming down again. return'd it to him. 
When he was at Rome a very Child, Ci- 
cero alſodreamt, that he faw him Hang- 
ing over the Capitol by a Chain of Gold 
which reachd to Heaven, and that Ju- 
piter had put a Whip into his Hands. 
Tho' he did not know his Perſon, meet- 
ing him the next Day in the Capitol, he 


remembred his Face, and told his Dream 


to thoſe who were with him. Catulus, 
who had likewife never ſeen Oftavius 
had a Dream too that all the Children of 
uality in Rome, coming near the Statue 
of Jupiter which was in the Capztol, the 
God threw into Otavias's Lap a Plan of 
the City of Rome. Upon which Catulus 
being very much amaz'd, he went next 
Morning to pray in the Capzto/, where 
meeting Ofavius, he recolleed his 
Face ſo well, that he was very ſure twas 
the lame whom he had ſeen in his ſleep. 
Yet further, when he had attaind the 
Age that qualified him for the Toga Y7ri- 
lis, as he was going to put it on, 'twas all 
open above, and {lipt dowa to his Feet : 


Which ſeeming of it ſelf to be a very ill 
preſage, 


ne 
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preſage, ſtruck all that were by into 4 
confuſion, 'becauſe this Misfortune hap- 
pend to his firſt Robe, | But he, without 
. refleQting upon it, ſaid immediately, * I 
* ſhall infallibly ſee all the Senators, and 
* their Authority at my Feet ; as indeed 
* it fell out. 
All theſethings joynd together, made 
Ceſar entertain great hopes of him ; ſo 
that after he had introduc'd him into the 
order of Patritians, he prepar'a him for 
the Magiſtracy, and omitted nothing that 
was neceſlary to render him capable of 
| governing one Day ſo vaſt an Empire; 
|| tor he did not only practiſe to ſpeak pub- 
lickly in Latrn, ban alſo in Greek; his 
Body was enured to the hardſhips and 
fatigues of War, and in a word, he was 
i taught all that was expedient for the well 
= governing the Republick, and for the 
| filling all forts of Employments with 
Reputation. 
þ When Czfar was killd, he was at 
| Apollonia, a Town ſituated on the banks 
* - of the Adriatick, whither his Uncle had 
| ſent him to finiſh his Studies, whilſt him- 
felf ſhould be engag'd in the Parthian 
War. Having receiv'd the News of his 
Death, and hearing at the fame time one 
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he 'had appointed him his Heir, he 
judg'd there was no time to be loſt ; 
whereupon, he immediately took the 
Name of Ceſar, accepted the Succeſſion, 
and entred upon the Adminiſtration. 
Thus he who was before call d Otavzas, 
and was then calld Czfar, and after- 
wards 4uguſtus, began from this time to 
manage the moſt important Afﬀairs, in 
which he ſhew'd more Vigour and Abj- 
lity than thoſe of full Age, and more 
Prudence than Men of a conſummate 
Experience. He entred firft into Rome 
as 2 private Man, with 4 ſmall Retinue, 
and without any Pomp, as if he came 
upon no other deſign than to put him- 

ſelf in poſleflion of Czſar's Inheritance. 
Afterwards he careſs'd Anthony, not- 
withſtanding the wrongs he had receiv'd 
from him, and endeavour'd by all ſorts 
of ways to ingratiate himſelf with the 

Among others, one Day bein 
about to make a Speech to them in the 
Forum from a rais'd Place, as his Father 
 nsd to do, Anthony hindred him, and 
made the Litors take him away by force. 
Several were aſham'd of the Action, fo 
much the more becauſe Otavius tefrain'd 
from coming thither a{terwards, with a 
deſign 
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deſign to render Anthony odious 0n one 
ſide, and on the other to gain the Peo- 
ple to his Intereſt, which putting 4n- 
thony in fear, he deſir'd to be reconcil'd 
to Ceſar ; but he broke with him a ſe- 
cond time npon ſome Suſpicions. 

While things ſtood thus between A4n- 
thony and Oftavius, the Senate granted 
a general Pardon to Sextus Pompeius, 
ſecond Son of Cnezus, and order'd him 
the reſtitution of that Money, which 
grew from the Inheritance of his Fa- 
ther, and which had been put into the 
Treaſury as canfiſcated to the Repub- 
lick. He had then a great Army on 
foot, with which after having defeat- 
ed C. Afinius Pollio in that part of Spain, 
which 1s calld Granada, he had made 
himſelf Maſter of the greateſt part of 
the Country, either by fair means 
or force. ' In the mean time Anthony 
who had got all his Lands and Coun- 
try-Houles, refuſing to part with them, 
Lepidus who was Governor of the o- 
ther part of Spain, advisd Sextus to 
make Peace with Anthony, in order to 
the more eaſe obtaining of his Eſtate 
from him. And now the Difſentions 
of Czſar and Anthony, had ſet Rome in 
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a flame, and they thought of nothing 
Tels than reſigning the Power to the 
Romans ; becauſe under a falſe pretence 
of maintaining Liberty, they kept all 
the Authority in their own Hands: An- 
thony as Conſul, was the moſt Power- 
ful; but on the other ſide the People 
were for Ceſar, as well in conſidera- 
tion of his Uncle's Memory, as be- 
cauſe they expeted Wonders from him. 
Beſides, every body hated Anthony, up- 
on the account of his debauch'd Lite, 
and the ſeverity of his Government. 

Caſſius and Brutus were gone to the 
Provinces they had obtain'd by Lot, 
the firſt into Syrza, and the other to 
' Macedon. Anthony marching into Gaul 
with the whole Army, in order to take 
polleſſion of it, Czſar usd his endea- 
vours to debauch his Troops,and finding 
ſome of his Soldiers who had been for- 
merly zealous in his Father's Service, he 


incited them to betray him, and in a: 


word, put all the ways he could think 
of in practiſe to croſs his Deſigns. At- 
terwards the Senate at the inſtigation 
of Cicero, who had always born an o- 
pen hatred to Azthony, declar'd him an 
Enemy to the Republick, and ſent m_ 
: F an 
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and Money to Ceſar. Which not be- 


Ing ſufficient to put him in 85 ondition 
to make Head againſt him, they * ſent 
the two Conſuls with more Troops to 
joyn him. About the ſame time ſeve- 
ral Prodigies happen'd, Among the 
reſt a flame ſpread it ſelf quite through 
the Sky from FEalt to Weſt; a new 
Star Sed for ſeveral days; and 
beſides that, the Sun it ſelf was dark- 
ned : It was obſerv'd to be ſurrounded 
with three Circles, the firſt of which 
ſeem'd to have over it a Crown of Fire, 
So that all theſe things joyn'd together, 
did but too much preſage the ruine of 


_ the Republick, 


Finding it neceſſary to make a Fund 


- to detray the charge of the War, every 


one contefputor a twenty fifth, part of 
his Eſtate, Belides which, the 5cnators 

ve four boli. tor every Tile of the 
Houſes that belong'd to them in Rome, 
and of thoſe in which they duelr, whe- 
ther they were their own, or only hi- 
red them. The Wealthiett Peoples and 
thoſe who were moſt at their caſe, tax'd 


themſelves likewite at a, particular Sen, 
and ſeveral Communit.cs and private 


People furniſy'd at their own FBNENGE, 
Arm: 
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Arms and other neceſlary things to e- 
quip the,Soldiers ; for the Exchequer was 
quite exhauſted. Thus the greateſt part 
of Rome declar'd againſt 4nthony, infa- 
vour of Ceſar, though neither of them 
was animated with a zeal for the pub- 
lick good, both tearing the Common- 
wealth in pieces with an equal cruelty, 
though with different Succeſs, and ha- 
ving contrary Sentiments only in the 
opinion of the People. As Cz/ars Men 
were moſt fortunate, they were ſaid to 
fight for the ſupport of the Republick. 
On the other fide thoſe of Anthony be- 
ing leſs Succeſsful, were lookt upon as 
Enemies to the State, and were ex- 
claimd againſt as diſturbers of the pubs 

lick Peace. wo; 
_ I 1ntend to give a particular account 
of all that paſs'd upon this occafion, 
being perfwaded, that in order to make 
a right judgment of things, 'tis neceſ- 
ſary to compare the events with the 
deſigns, and.to ſee how: the ſucceſs of Af- 
tairs anſwerd the Meaſares that had' 
been projected. The fortune of 4»tho-i 
ny was mixd y;th ſeveral good and ilt. 
accidents : For aimoft at the very- be-' 
&:nnng, he kept Firtius and Ceſar as 
F 2 were 
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*twere beſieg'd in their Camp.” Aﬀter- 
. wards having laid an Ambuſcade for Y7- 
tius, who came to the aſliſtance of his 
Collegue, he ſucceeded fo well in it, 
that YiZizs receivd a wound in the 
Fight , of which he died a little af- 
ter. But as he return'd againſt F7irtz- 
as and Czſar, the firſt being'advanc'd 
to' meet him, he would: not engage 
with him, becauſe he found his Troops 
extrcamly tird, as well by the' tediz 
ouſnelſs of the March, as the fatigue of 
the. former Encounter ; ſo that atter be- 
ing ſhut up in his Camp, ſeeing that. 
it was not poſſ:ble 'to be maintain'd, he 
fled to Lepidus with a very ſmall Re- 
tinue. 27irtins afterwards attack'd his 
Camp with Vigour, and forcd it, but 
he was killd.in the Action. They who 
cicap'd the danger, had nothing elſe 
for the reward of their Valour, but the 
pleaſure of having conquer'd, and a con+ 
ſ{ciouſneſs of having behav'd themſelves 
well; for all the Power, and all the Re- 
putation of this War fell to Cz/ar's part, 
tho'-he was but a Youth of eighteen. 
He 'was very ſeldom preſent in an 
Action, but almoſt always kept in the 
Camp upon all occaſions of Dapger. 
2 . | Aiter 
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PP... So” 
| Aﬀter the defeat of Anthony, the Se- 
nate grew jealous of C2ſar ; for which. 
reaſon they would have oblig'd him to. 
quit his Command, in order to reduce 
him to @ private Condition ; but Czfar 
having notice of it, refolv'd immedi- 
_ ately by Gifts and Promiſes, to gain 
the Troops of the two Confſuls that 
were lately kill'd, and diſpatch'd feve- 
ral Perſons. to Anthony and Lepidus, to 
diſpoſe them to enter into a League with 
him. At the ſame time he ſent ſome 
of his Soldiers to demand the Confſul- 
ſhip of the Senate, which being deny- 
ed them, one of them putting his Hand 
upon his Sword, ſaid to them, © If you 
©® refuſe to give the Conlulſhip to Cz- 
* ſar, this ſhall-procure it for him. Cz- 
ſar immediately march'd to Rome with 
his Army. The Senators would have 
had recourſe to Arms inſtantly to de- 
tend the City ; but aiterwards perceiv- 
ing he was already very near, and that 
they ſhould be infallibly oppreſs'd, they 
went out to meet him, and receivd 
him, though againſt their wills into 
the City. 

This happy ſucceſs rais'd Czſar's cou- 
rage extreamly, beiides, that upon the 
F 3 firſt 
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firſt day of the Comitia, being in the 


field of Mars, he ſaw fix Vulturs, and 
afterwards as he was ſpeaking to his 
Soldiers, twelve more which gave him 
a_ belief that the. Empire was promisd 
him, becauſe the ſame thing had for- 


merly happen'd to Romulus, as he was 


conſulting the Sooth-ſayers. He alſo di- 


ſtributed great ſtore of Money to the 
Soldiers, and careſs'd them extreamly, 
becauſe without their Protetion , he 
durſt not come tothe Senate. | 
Having palſs'd intq the Family of Cz- 
far, he was call'd_ C. Julius Ceſar Ofta- 
viauus ; for 'tis cuſtomary, that the A- 
dopted ſhould take the Name of him 
who Adopts, with one of thoſe he had 
before, with ſome little variation beſides. 
He had afterwards the Sirname of Au- 


guſtus, which has ſince deſcended to all 


the ſucceeding Emperors. When he 
ſaw that the Soldiers were entirely diſ- 
pos'd to obey all his Commands, and 
that the Senate durſt not reſiſt him in a- 
ny manner, he then began to think of 
revenging the Murther of his Father. 
To this end he march'd againſt his Aſ- 
ſafſins; but conſidering that Anthony 
and Lepidus might fall upon him with 
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a very. conſiderable Army, he refolv'd 
to enter into a League with them, be- 
cauſe not being ſtrong enough to maſter 
them,. his deſign was by their Aſſiſtan- 
ces to overcome Brutus and Caſas, who 
were both very powerful : After which 
he thought he might with eaſe get rid 
of the other two, by taking them ſe- 
parately ; thus they met all three with 
an equal number of Soldiers in a little 
Wand, which is form'd by the River 
that waſhes the Walls of Bo/ogza. There 
after ſearching cach others Habits, leſt 
any one ſhould have a Dagger conceal d, 
they centred into Conference: They a- 
greed upon ſeizing the whole Power, 
which was to be joyntly poſleſs'd be- 
tween- them, and-to unite their Armies 
againſt their common Enemies, and be- 
ſides, agreed upon this in particular , 
that-Cz/ar ſhould have Lybia and S1- 

ctly, and the other two Spain and Gaul, 
Afterwards going all rhree to Rome, 
they expos'd publickly a Lift of all 
thoſe, whom they had proſcribd, in 
which they were much more cruel 
than Sy/a; for whereas he only put 
his Enemies to- Death, and ſpard his 
Friends : Theſe not only diſpatch'd their 
ES Ene- 
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Enemies, but even reciprocally abar- 


don'd 'to each other their moſt intimate 
Friends, that they might pet in- 
to their Hands thoſe they hated; and 
Sacrifice them to their Vengearice. 


Which was the reaſon that no body 
- could rely upon them ; but on the o- 
ther ſide, that all Mankind miſtruſted 


them. Before they came to Rome, there 
happened ſeveral Prodigies to them , 
which viſibly enough preſag'd the great- 
neſs they were to arrive to, and after- 
wards their downfall. For firſt of all 
a Serpent was ſeen to windit ſelf about 
a Sword that belong'd to one of the 
Soldiers of Lepidus, and a Wolf entring 
into his Camp, pierc'd into his very 
Tent while he was at Supper, and o- 
verthrew the Table, which prognoſtica- 
ted to him a high degree of Power, 
which would be difficult for him to 
keep. As to Anthony, a River of Milk 
which was ſeen to ſurround his Camp, 
and a Conſort of Voices that were heard, 
preſagd, that he {hould enjoy great 
Pleaſures ; but. that in the end, they 
ſhould be the occaſion of his Ruine. 
1hen for Caſar, an Fagle fitting upon 
h11s Tent, even during the very time of the 

Treaty, 
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Treaty, and killing two' Crows that fell 
upon her, and would have unplum'd 
her, was a'clear indication ,- that he 
ſhould overcome the other two; 7; 
In the mean time Czſar's Soldiers -ob- 
ligd him to Marry (though | he had al- 
ready contracted Marriage with: ano- 
ther) a Davghter that Ful/via the Wife 
of Anthony had by Clodius, her firſt 
Husband. Anthony had diſpos'd them to 
it, and Czſar did not oppoſe it. At 
the ſame time there were horrible Mur- 
ders committed, and nothing was tobe 
ſeen but Blood and Slaughter, as 4n the 
time of Sy/a, The Streets were pav'd 
with dead Bodies; for after they had 
cut oft their Heads, in order to ſer them 
over the Reſtrum, or place from whence 
Orations us'd to be deliverd to the Peo- 
ple, they caſt away the Bodies to be 
devour'd by Dogs, and Birds of Prey. 
All the rule they obſerv'd upon this oc- 
caſion, as well with reſpe& to them- 
{elves as others, was, that neither of 
them could take his revenge upon his 
Enemy , when he happen'd to be a 
' friend of the other two, unleſs he gave 
them up reciprocally one of his own 
friends. Thus whether thro' an in* 
| veterate 


©. a 
veterate hatred, or a deſire of being ſafe 
for the time to come, they preferr'd 
the loſs of their Enemies, to the lives of 
their Friends, and had no trouble: in 
making the exchange. They abandon'd 
to one another, thoſe who had ſerv'd 
them in order to have thoſe in their 

power, who had diſoblig'd them. The 
exchange was ſometimes at equalnum- 
bers, and ſometimes they gave one for 
ſeveral, or ſome only for a greater num- 
| ber; in a word, they were as hard up- 
on one another, as if it had been a thing 
expos'd to publick Sale, For when they 
were Perſons pretty near an-Equality, 
the exchange was made piece for piece, 
if not, they were to give more than 
they receiv'd. 

In the mean time they agreed all 
three in declaring open War againſt the 
Rich, not that they had any occaſion 
to wiſhthem ill, upon the account: of 
any private quarrels, but becauſe: they 
were fird with an exceſſive. Avarice, 
and mindea nothing ſo much as 'to heap 
up Money. Anthony and Lepidus had 
the greateſt ſhare in all theſe diſorders, 
tho' Auguſtus came in for. his part, be- 
cauſe he ſhar'd the power with them. 

But 
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But beſides that by his Nature he was 
not _diſpos'd to Cruelties, having been 
always educated near his Father; as he 
but began to enter into the manage- 
ment of Afﬀairs, nothing oblig'd him to 
wiſh any one ill, yet more, he defir'd to 
be belov d : So. that when he came to 
be abſolute Maſter of the Republick 


he not only did nothing like any of 
theſe Attions, but he ever! pardon'd ſe- 
veral who had deſerv'd to die. In a 
word, as a ſtrong proof of his Cle- 
mency, a Lady of condition nam'd 
T, wh having lock'd up her Husband 
Titus Junius, who had been proſcrib'd, 
in a Cheſt, and having lodg'd him at 
the Houſe of Philopzmen his Freedman, 
after having contriv'd by the means of 
Ottavia, Caeſar's Siſter, that neither of 
the 7riumvirs but himſelf, ſhould be pre- 
ſent at a Banquet, which one of her 
Relations had provided, ſhe came to 
preſent her ſelf to him, and having 0- 
pen'd the Cheſt in his preſence, ſhe diſ- 
coverd to him the whole Aﬀair ; 
Czſfar admir'd her Virtue, and pardon'd 
all that were concernd in this Action, 
though it had been forbid upon pain 
ot Death, to conceal any one that was 
pro- 
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proſcrib'd. Yet further, he advanc'd.. 
Philopzmen to the dignity of a Knight. 
By this you may ſee what Cafar's diſ- | 
poſition was, __ nee 
Nor was Lepidus inexorable with re-_ 
gard to his Relations, and ever to o-- 
thers. Butfor Anthony, he.treated with - 
the utmoſt cruelty, not only thoſe whom 
he had proſcrib'd, but likewiſe all thoſe. 
who gave them the leaſt protetion., 
He order'd their Heads to be brought 
to him, whilſt he was at Table, and ted. 
his Eyes with ſo fad and fo pitiful a. 
SpeRtacle. Futvia alſo put ſeveral Per-, 
{ons to Death, without her Husbands 
knowledge, rather to glut her Avarice, . 
than thro' any hatred ſhe bore them. 
Inſomuch, that A»thony one day view- 
ing a Head which was preſented to 
_ him, certainly, ſays he, © I did not 
* know this Man. Afterwards the Head 
of Cicero being brought to him, he put 
a thouſand indignities upon it, and ſent 
it tothe Reſtrum, commanding it to be 
ſet up there with his right Hand, that 
every body might ſee them in the very 
place where he had formerly harangu'd 
with ſo much vehemence. But before 
twas carried away, Fulvia took mO 
cr 
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-her Hands, ſaid a hundred injurious 
"things to 4t, ſtruck it on the face, and 
"having placd it between her Knees, 
drew out the Tongue, and pierc't it 
with her Bodkin, and im a word, of- 
fer'd ſeveral other Outrages to it. 

-' And now, as a world of People were 
put to dearh' at that! time, after diffe- 
xtent' manners, ſeveral alſo . eſcap'd by 
different Ways. I ſhall only mention 
fome few of them, which I thought 
worthy to be remembred:” A certain 
Slave, that had ſhur' his Maſter 'in a 
Hole, finding that fome body had dif- 
coverd him, 'and that he could not poſ- 
ſibly eſcape, chang'd Cloaths with him, 


and preſented himſelf to the Officers, 


who put him to death for his Maſter, 
who in the mean time 'fav'd himſelf, 
Again , another having chang'd Ha- 
| birs with his Patron, put himſelf into 
his Litter, which was-cloſe, and was 
conducted by him : The Officers arri- 
ving hereupon, put the Slave to Death 
without ſeeing him, and ofter'd no in- 


jury to the Maſter, whom they. took 


for the Servant. Thus theſe two Slaves 
ſhew'd themſelves grateful totheir Be- 
nefaftors. There was alſo another 6f 
> FER them, 
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them, who far from betraying his Ma- 
Aer, drew him out of danger by a par- 
'ticulat preſence of mind. For:one day as 
'he was conduCting him along, he faw 
that he was purſued by, the Executio- 
Hers, whereupon he I's a Man that 
he met by chance, then burning the 
Body, he ſhifted his Maſter into the 
dead Man's Cloaths, after which taking 
his. with his Ring, he went to meet the 
Officers, and told them that he fled to 
them, becauſe he had juſt kill'd his Pa- 
tron, ſhewing them his Spoils as a Te- 
fiimony. of the truth of what he faid ; 
by this means he not only fſav'd his 
Maſter, but was rewarded by the Offi- 
cers. k 
Theſe Adtions have been almoſt buri- 
ed in oblivion, becauſe they who did 
then, were Perſons of low  Conditi- 
on. Ofceus Geta likewiſe to fave his 
Father's life, feign'd that he was dead, 
and Carried him off in a Bier, Ina 
word, the Son of 2uintus Cicero, the 
Brother of the Orator, omitted nothing 
to fave his Father ; for he not, only hid 

| him fo cimningly, that 'twas almoſt im- | 
poſſible to find: him ; but alſo being put 
to the torture to make him declare 
Mp where 
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where he was, he would .never be 
brought to confeſs, till his Father hear- 
ing of it, oe He had adeng d ve con- 

ncy or his: don, appear.d and put 
himfalf into the hands of his "<8 ug 
M. Terentius Varro apprehending, be- 
cauſe there was one of his Name a- 
mong the profcrib'd, leſt the-ſame ac- 


ciqgar ſhould happen to him, as before 
to 


_ Cinna, being, as he was, Tribune of 


the People, he poſted it up. in all the 
publick Places ; which drew upon him 


the publick Raillery. Several were kill'd, 
the they were not in the number of 


the Proſcrib'd, only becauſe they were. 
Rich, or had Enemies conceal'd. Ma- 
ny of the Proſfcrib'd likewiſe, that ef- 
capd the danger, were afterwards re- 


ſtor'd, and elected Magiſtrates, Which 


ſhewsthe revolution of things, and how _ 
little dependance there is on Human ©  . 


Afﬀairs. Abundance of them fled to 
Brutus and Caſſius, but a greater number 
to Sextus Pompeins, becauſe beſides that 


he was for ſome time Lord of: the Sea 


with..a powerful Fleet, he was abſolute 


Maſter of Sicily, and-was himſelf among, 
the Proſcrib'd. So that. approaching ot-- 
tefti to. the Coaſt - of:-ſraly,»he promis'd. 


Mo» 


wi 
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Money, \Retreat, and all fort of good 
uſage to thoſe who ſhould fave any Ci- 
tizens, frot. the fury of 'thoſe Executi- 
oners of their Country. By this means 
he preſerv'd abundance of them. _ 

In the mean time the 7riumvirs not 
only put all thoſe to Death, who were 
in the Liſt 'of the Proſcrib'd, but they 
alſo us'd others with almoſt as much 
cruelty, by taking away all they had. 
For they made them pay the Rents of 
the Houſes where they liv'd, and feiz'd 
upon the Profits of their Lands, diſtzi- 
buting all the Money among the Soldi- 
ers, in order to oblige them by their 
bounty, to execute all their Orders, how 
criminal or cruel foever.” Thus when 
they fold the Goods of thoſe who had 
been put to Death, they by their Threats 


. hindred People from bidding for them, 
"then deliver d them to the Soldiers "at 


a low Price. But in the midit of fo 
many Sybjeas of Deſolation, that which 
was moſt cruel, and: which even ap- 
pear d rtdiculous,was,that they comman- 
ded the People under great penalties to 
make publick Rejoycings. © In a. word, 


: #4 


_ they diſposd 'of "every thing according. 


to their Palfions; fo" that the People 
regret- 
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regretted the loſs of Julius Ceſar, whole 
Reign they call'd the Golden Age. They 
exposd in publick other Tables, by 
which indeed they did not condemn a- 
ny one to Death; but they robb'd thoſe 
who remaind alive, of all they were 
worth. For under pretence of a Con- 
tribution of the Tenth of every Man's 
Eſtate which they ask'd, (as they ſaid) 
of the Citizens, when it came to the 
fact, they hardly lefr them a tenth 
part. They likewiſe built a Tomb to 
Fulins Ceſar, in the middle of the Fo- 
rum with an Aſylum, that ſhould be for 
ever inviolable, whatſoever Crime had 
been committed, and pu!l'd down the 
Houſe in which he was kill'd. 

After they had done all theſe things, 
Lepidas remain'd at Rome, while Czar 
and Anthony marchd againſt Brutus and 
Caſſius. For as ſoon as they heard that 
the Republick was no longer govern'd, 
but by the caprice of thote two, they 
- left the Provinces that had faln to them 
by Lot, and went the firſt to Macedon, 
and the other to Syria, inaſmuch as 
thoſe two Provinces were not only ve- 
ry commodious for making War, but 
were likewiſe full of Men and Money, 


G They 
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They poſleſfsd themſelves of them im- 
| mediately, without ſtriking a ſtroke, 
1 and afterwards made themſelves Maſters 
Wi of all 4fia, partly by conſent, and part- 
Iy by force; for among the ſeveral Ma- 
giflrates that were then in the Provin- 
ces, ſome came over to Brutus 1mme- 
diately, in conſideration of his Vertue 
Il and Merit, and the re{t being for C#e- 
far and Anthony, would have made Re- 
| ſiltance, but were ealily overcome. Do- 
|  {abe!la, he who after having kill'd Tre- 
Lonius by ſurpriſe at Smirna, threw his 
Head at the foot of Cz/ar 5 Statue, be- 
caule he had been one of the Aſlaſlins, 
was of the number. There was allo 
in Macedon one of the Brothers of An- 
 tbony, whom he had ſent thither, to 
command the Army. All theſe Offi- 
cers were aſtoniſh'd at the progreſs of 
Brutus, and at the extraordinary Ho- 
nours that were paid him in every City 
as he paſs'd. At Athens the Inhabitants 
by common conlent erected Statues of 
Braſs to Brutus and Caſſius, and plac'd 
them near thoſe of Harmodius and 4- 
riſtegiton. That which help'd extream- 
ly to advance their Afﬀairs, was, that 


they ſhew'd themſelves very averſe w0 
tne 
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the cruelty of the 7riumvirs, eſpecially 
Brutus. Beſides they gave an account 
of all their Actions to the Senate, and 
paid 'a deference to their orders upon 
all occafions, which made that Aſem- 
bly ratifie all they did to the laſt mo- 
ment of their Liberty. And now hear- 
ing the Senate was reducd under an 
infamous ſervitude, and that Rome ſwam 
in the Blood of her Citizens, they unt- 
ted their forces, and march'd in great 
haſt witha deſign to put it to a trial by 
Battel, whether their Country ſhould 
recover its Liberty, or remain in Sla- 
very. 

The Army of Anthony was on its 
march before they left Afra, fo that af- 
ter having paſs d the Adriatick, it came 
and incamp'd near Philippi, a City of 
Macedon, where Brutus and Caſſius arri- 
ving from 4/a, pitch'd their Camp al- 
ſo on the other ſide. They divided 
their Camp for the convenience of their 
Troops, that they might be leſs emba- 
raſſe,and with greater eaſe be drawn out ; 
at the ſame time covering both with a 
Paliſade and a Ditch, fo that they were 
both inclos'd in the fame Lime, which 
ſecurd them equally from all attacks. 
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The two Armies being thus encamp'd 
over againſt each other, they ſpent 
ſome time in Skirmiſhing, after which 
they came at length to a general Bat- 
tel. It was preceded by ſeveral prodi- 
gies, that clearly enough preſag'd the 
ſucceſs they were to expect, and the 
ruine of the Commonwealth, to which 
Heaven had decreed to pive a better 
form of Government, by making 2 Mo- 
narchy of a Popular State : For at the 
point things were then, there was no 
poſſibility that the People could live in 
Peace and Union, inaſmuch as in a Com- 
mon-wealth where the People govern, 
when the Power isarriv'd to a very high 
pitch of Greatneſs, it is impoſlible that 
they who compoſe that Power, ſhould 
remain long 1in that Mediocrity which is 
the Soul of a Republick. So that there 
1s no doubt but the Romans without this 
change, muſt have been engag'd in fo 


many Wars, that their ſtrength being 


entirely exhauſted, they would have 
fall n at length under a foreign Power. 


| Nevertheleſs, I thall not undertake to 


mention all the Prodigies that happened, 
but thall leave them to thoſe that are cu- 
rious aſter ſuch things, 

In 
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In my Opinion Dion had done much 
better, if he had not inſiſted upon them 
ſo much, but had in that reſpect jollow- 
ed the Example of Polybius ; for tho he 
has written the Hiſtory of the Captivi- 
ty of Carthage and of Greece, as well as 
of all the misfortunes which the Romans 
ſuffker'd heretofore in their Wars with 
Hanibal, yet he never troubled himſelf 
with the relation of ſuch Prognoſticks, 
and the like Prefages of the Ruine of 
Cities, If Dion was of opinion, that 
they were all Fables, he is very blame- 
able ſince his Book is fill'd with them : 
If on the contrary, he believed them ro 
be true, the omitſion of them had been 
very pardonable in him, in as much as 
they have no relation to the connexion 
of the Hiſtory. 

As for what remains, of all thoſe 
things which fell out in the time of C#- 
ſar and Anthony, I ſhall only mention 
what ſeemd in my opinion to toretel 
the change of the Conſtitution. Some 

| Rivers in 7zaly turnd their courſe againit 
their very Springs, and others grew per- 
tectly dry. Now for the particulars of 
the Fight. A Trumpet of each {ide im- 
mediately founded the Charge, then 
G 3 lowder 
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lowder by degrees, and at length all to- 
gether to put a Life into the Soldiers, 
and this being followed by a mighty (1- 
lence, they began again to ſound louder 
than before ; after which, the two Ar- 
mies making-a great ſhout iell on with 
the utmoſt jury. Thoſe who were arm'd 
at all points parry'd the Launces with 
their Bucklers, and endeavour'd at the 
ſame time to wound their Enemies. On 
the other fide, the Slingers and Archers 
pour'd a ſhower of Stones and Arrows, 
while the Horſe made an effort to tram- 
ple down the Foot that were heavily 
Arm'd : 'Thus they fought for ſome time. 
And now the Battel grew very hot, and 
they were come on all ſides to their 
Swords. At firſt every one was for ma- 
naging his blows, and endeavour'd to 
hurt his Enemy without laying himſelf 
open at the ſame time. But when their 
Courages were a little warm, as it uſu- 
ally happens upon ſuch occaſions, they 
ruih'd into the Battel pell mell, one 
among another ; they no longer ex- 
amin'd things, and they were often kill'd 
before they felt themſelves hurt. Thus 
they never heard the Cries of thoſe who 
were dying, becauſe they cxpir'd almoſt 
| Hs « without 
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without feeling any pain. Yet more, 
both Armies ſtood firm without retiring 
one ſtep backward. It was not neceſſa- 
ry to take ground to purſue the flying, 
and they fell, or kill d in the fame place 
where the Battel firſt began, fo very ob- 
ſtinate were the Combatants, that they 
often fell upon the very Bodies which 
they had ſlain but a moment bclore. 
The Fight continu'd thus till the latter 
end of the Day. So that there is rea- 
ſon to believe if Brutus had met Anthony 
Hand to Hand, and Caius Czfar, they 
would have parted without any advan- 
tage of either ſide, But as Brutus calily 
deteated Cezfar, who was not flrong 
enough for him, and Authony put Caftus 
to the Rout, who was not comparable to 
him in the experience of War, one may 
ſay, that they all retir'd Conquerors and 
Conquered, The Camp of Czfar and 
Anthony was taken and pillaged with atl 
that was in it, Czar having eſc2p'd the 
danger miraculoutly, For a little belore 
the Battel his Phyſitian told him, that 
he had had a Dream which gave him to 
underſtand, that twas adviicable for hum 
to quit the Camp. Cafzus on the other 
ſide fayd himſcif after having lo his 
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Camp, but thinking Brut us had been de- 
| feated too, and beſides ſeeing ſome of 
the Conquerors, as he judg'd, make to- 
wards him, he kill'd himſelf. Afterwards 
tho' Brutus had rallied the Troops of 
Caſſtus, yet he did not judge it proper to 
come to a ſecond Engagement, becauſe 
he hoped to defeat the Enemy without 
loſs of Blood by ſpinning out the War. 
He endcavour'd to incommode them 
during the Night ; He turn'd the courſe 

of a River and drowned their Camp. 
In the mean time Ceſar and Anthony 
| had neither Proviſions nor Money, fo 
that they had nothing to give the Soldi- 
ers to make them amends for the loſs of 
their Baggage, which had been taken 
with their Camp. Beſides, their Naval 
Army had been defeated by Brutus, Thus 
all their hope was in the chance of Arms, 
not only for Victory but Life : Which 
made them ſeek all occaſions to Fight, 
how diſadvantagious ſoever they ap- 
pear d. On the other ſide the Soldiers 
of Brutus beginning to deſert, he was 
oblig'd to do the ſame thing. Both Ar- 
mies were already in ſight of each other, 
when two Fagles ſeem'd to decide the 
oucceſs of the Battel : For as they were 
kghting 
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fighting in the Air, that which appear'd 
to be on the ſide of Brutus was van- 
quiſh'd. After his defeat, his Soldiers 
ſfav'd themſelves in ſeveral places, and 
tho' the Vidtors purſu'd them, yet they 
did not kill a Man, nor made any Pri- 
ſoners. They were contented with 
Guarding all the Avenues, that the Con- 
quer'd might not be able to rally a (c- 
cond time. Brutus ſeeing his Afairs 
deſperate, thought 'twould be infamous 
for him to fall alive into the Hands of 
his Enemies, whereupon to avoid that 
diſgrace, he was reſolvd to put anend to 
his Life. Thus after having pronounc'd 
thoſe Verſes that a Poet makes Hercules 
ſpeak, 


O Yertue, Thou who haſt too long poſſeſt 
An uncoutroal'd Dominion in my Breaſt, 
I thought thy worth proportion'd to thy 


Fame, 
But now I find thou'rt nothing but a Name. 


He deſfird one of his Servants to run 
him through. Anthony orderd that Fu- 
neral Obſequies ſhould be perform'd to. 
his Body. His Head was ſent to Rome, 

but a dreadful Tempeſt arifing as they 
werG 


O Rn 6 
were conveying-/it between Darazzo and. 
Italy, they were oblig'd to throw it into 
the Sea. His Wife upon the News of 
his Death ſwallow 'd live Coals, and ſo 
died. Among a great number of Peo- 
ple of Quality who followd tlic Party 
of Brutus, ſeveral choſe rather to kill 
themiclves, than to be taken Priſoners. 
Favonius a great Friend of Cato's was 
one, the reſt went over to Sextus 1n 
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uthony went afterwards into A/ia to 
fill his Coffers, while Cz/ar return'd to 
Rome, as well to hinder Lepidus from 
making any broils, as to prepare for the 
War againit Sextus, He found that Ful- 
via his Mother in Law, and Wite to An- 
thouy, ſhewing the laſt contempt for Le- 
pidus, had made her felt ſo powerful, 
that neither Senate nor People, durlt do 
any thing againſt her Will, or without 
her narticipation; ſo much the more too, 
becauſ: Lucius Anthony's Brother had 


joynd with her. At his arrival, they 


livd ſome time together in pretty good 
inte!l;igence, but afterwards diſſentions 
creeping in, they came at length to open 
War. Cafar, by reaſon of the inſolence 


of his Mother in Law, which was alto- 
gether 
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gether inſupportable to him, put away 
her Davghter, under pretence that ſhe 
was a Virgin ſtill, which he afftirm'd 
with an Oath. After they had thus broke 
with each other, that which hurt Cz/ar 
moſt, was the general hatred he had 
drawn upon himſelf on the following 
occaſion. As ſoon as he faw himſelf 
peaceable Maſter of all 7aly, by the 
help of his Slaves and ſeveral other ſorts 
of People, he took Lands away by force 
from the Proprietors, and diſtributed 
them to his Troops, without ſparing any 
but thoſe who being Yeteran Soldiers, 
held them of himſelf by Gift, or had 
bought them of the Treaſury : And as 
they, to whom this Violence was done, 
were extreamly provok'd at it, and with 
reaſon, he made no other excuſe to them 
but this. *©* Where elſe ſhould we find 
* enough to recompence our Veterans 2? 
As it any body had compel['d him to 
make War, and to promiſe ſuch large re- 
wards to his Soldiers. But when he ſaw 
that Pulvia and Lucius, were induſtrious 
to gain thoſe whom he had ſo unjuſtly 
difpoſſeſs'd of their Eſtates, affording 
them all manner of aſliſtance ; he was 
conſtrain'd againſt his Will, to difconti- 

| nue 
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nue his concuſſions for ſome time, which 
regain'd him the affeAtions of the Senate 
and People. 

But on the other ſide, the Soldiers 
were up in Arms upon it, and fell foul 
upon their Officers, ana ſeveral others 
that would have appeas'd their diſorders, 
and paid them with Reaſons, Czſar him- 
ſelf having much ado. to eſcape ; for 
they roſe upon the leaſt occaſion, and 
committed very great cruelties. In a 
word, he could not put an end to their 
mutiny, till he had reſtor'd to the Fa- 
thers, Children, and neareſt Relations af 
thoſe who had been killd in the Wars, 
the Lands which belong'd to them when 
they were alive. After he had given 
this order, they began to look upon him 
with a better Eye, but in revenge the 
Romans were in ſuch a rage upon it, that 
they came every Day to blows with each 
other, and were perpctually at variance. 
Which putting Cz/ar into ſome appre- 
henfion, he had a great deſire to be re- 
concil'd to Fulvia and Lucius, yet he 
could not bring it about, tho' he had 
deputed to then ſeveral times upon this 
occation. For there were certain Sena» 
tors and Knights, whom ſhe conſulted 

| with 
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with in all her Afairs, that prevented 
this Re-union. Moreover, what will 
ſeem ſtrange perhaps, Fulvia often 
charg'd her ſelf with Sword in Hand, 
gave orders to the Soldiers, and made 
Speeches to them. Thus Czſ/ar was 
obligd to have recourſe to the Yeterans. 
(Thoſe were call'd Veterans, who were 
diſcharg d after they had ſerv'd the uſu- 
al ines as there were at that time great 
numbers of them in taly,he deſired them 
to come and makePeace between him and 
Fulvia, and to compoſe all their paſt dit- 
ferences, of which he made them Judges : 
Whereupon coming in great numbers 
to Rome, they went up to the Capitol, 
where after having publickly read the 
Treaty between Czfar and Anthony, Cz- 
ſar being preſent, they cited, by Officers 
ſent expreſly, the abſent to appear at 
Rome, within a certain time to defend 
their Cauſe. But the Day upon which 
they were to give Sentence in this aair 
being come, Czſar appeard, but none of 
the reſt, whether their fears hindred 
them, or they thought it unworthy of 
them to come upon ſuch a Citation : 
Nay, to ſhew their contempt of theſe 
Peterans, they call'd them ge 
Wit 
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with Buskins, upon the account of that 
ſort of covering for their Legs, which 
the Soldiers uſually wear. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, they did not put a ſtop 
to their proceedings, but pronounc'd 
Sentence in favour of Czar, againſt Lu- 


 cius and Fulvia, After which Ceſar de- 


clard War againſt them both, and at 
the ſame time took away by force every 
thing that was Conſecrated to the Gods, 
that he could make Money of, as well 
in Rome, as in all the other Cities of 
Htaly ; and generally in all Places under 
his Command. 

While he was thus preparing for War, 
Fulvia and Lucius did the ſame thing on 


their (ide, and got Troops together 


from all Parts, But at length after (eve- 
ral loſſes ſuſtain'd on both ſ{1des, Ceſar 
remain'd Maſter, and took by Famine at- 
ter a long Siege the Place to which Laczus 
had fled tor ſhelter. Yet he eſcapd with 
ſome others, but in revenge ſeveral Se- 
nators and Knights loſt their Lives, As 


| for Fulvia, ſhe retir'd with her Children 


to her Husband. Julia, Mother of the 
Anthonies, fled to Sextus in Siczly, who 
receiv'd her very Honourably, and after» 
wards ſent her back to her Son. ay 

FIT 
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dius Tiberius Nero was alſo one of thoſe 
who went over to Anthony ; for hearing 
in Campania, where he commanded the 
Garriſon of a certain Place that Czfar 
had got the advantage, he fled with his 
Wife Livia Drufilla, and his Son Tiberi- 
us Nero: Which forms ſomething re- 
markable enough, in as much as Livia 
and 7iberius, who fled to Anthony at that 
time, the one was afterwards married to 
Czſar, and the other ſucceeded Cz/ar in 
the Empire, from whom he had fled with 
his Relations. 

And now Rome being tormented with 
a dreadiul Famine upon the account of 
Pompey, who being Maſter of the Sea 
.ravag'd all Italy, Czſar reſolv'd to come 
to blows with him in a Sea-Fight. Im- 
mediately he order'd ſome Barks to be 
built, like thoſe that are made uſe of in 
the Ocean, the body being made of Oft- 
ers, cover d with Ox-Hides. But find- 
ing that his Project was ridicul'd, every 
body being of opinion, that nothing could 
be undertaken with ſuch Veſlels without 
apparent danger, he provided a more 
ſolid Fleet, with which nevertheleſs he 
was defeated ; whereupon he was for 


making Peace with Sextus, but they 
could 
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could not agree upon Conditions. 
While Cz/ar was engag'd in this War, 
Anthony fell fo deſperately in love with 
Cleopatra, that he had entirely quitted 
Aſta, and was retird into Fgypt. A- 
bour this time Labienus, who had com- 
manded the Cavalry of Pompey the Grear, 
(or rather the Son of him, who having 
fled into Parthia, had ſince made War 
upon Cefar with the Sons of Pompey, 
and had retird a ſecond rime into Par- 
thia aiter their defeat ) advisd King 
Orodes to make War upon the Romans, 
inſomuch that he gave him an Army, 
and ſent his Son with him to the War. 
They immediately poſleſs'd themſelves 
of all that part of Syria, which is be- 
yond Tyre, and afterwards of Paleſtine, 
Czlicia, and almoſt all the Cities which 
are in the 7erra firma of Afa. Tho' 
the news of their ravages came every 
day to the ears of Anthony, yet he was 
ſo deeply engagd in his Debauches and 
Amours, that the diſaſters of the Allies, 
and the progreſs of the Enemy, had e- 
qually little or no effe&t upon him. 
But at length hearing that they were 
reparing buſineſs for him on all ſides, 
e rouzd out of his Lethargy, and left 


Egypt, 
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Egypt. And tho' he gave out the War 
with Sextus for the reaſon of his march, 
nevertheleſs as ſoon as - he arriv'd in 
Greece, - Whither his Wife and his Mo- 
ther came to joyn him , he declar 

War againſt Cz/ar, and contracted an 
Alliance with Sextus. After which he 
_ paſsd into /taly, where of a ſudden fur- 
prizing P. Servilius, who commanded the 
Troops of Cz/ar in thoſe parts, he killd 
abundance of his Men, beſides taking 
many Priſoners. Fulvia his Wife died 
ſoon aiter this Fight. And now both 
Parties laid down their Arms, Falwzas 


death was the pretence, but nothing ſo 


much contributed to Peace, as the equal 
hopes and forces which both were poſ- 
ſeſs'd of: By this Treaty, Ceſar had 
tor his ſhare Sardinia, Dalmatia, Spain 
and Ganl/ - and Anthony all that belong 'd 
to the Republick beyond the Adriatict 
Sea, as well in Europe as 4faa, ( for 
Lepidus had Lybia, and Sextus Sicily.) 
After which they prepar d to make War 
with Sextus, where they both ran a 
great risk, becauſe he had found means 
to ſtir up againſt them all who remain'd 
at Rome, Belides, he was very pow- 
ertul at Sea , eſpecially as long as 
mm" He 
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Menas his Freedman was in his Ser- 
VICE. 

Yet more,as Sextus was Maſter of Sar- 
dinia, and kept cruiſing upon the Coaſts 
of 7taly, Corn began to fail in Rome ; 
which having causd a ſevere. Famine, 
the People were continually exhorting 
Czar and Anthony with great Clamours, 
to make Peace with Sexz#s. But when 
they ſaw they made no ogg in it, 
they came one day in crowds to them, 
with a deſign to put them to death. 
Czſar \ceing ſome of his People hurt, 
tore his Cloaths, and preſented himſelf 
to them in that equipage, and after ha- 
' ving askd them pardon, begg'd them 
L, to ſpare his Liſe, As for Anthoxy, he 
- call'd his friends to his Alliſtarice, and 

| repuls'd their Violence; yet they were 
| both obligd to fend "Embailadors to 
tl Sextus, to enter into a Treaty of Peace. 

| 


About che ſame time L. Cornelius Balbus, 
| a Native of Cadiz, was Conſul. Hi- 
ſl ſtory makes mention of him, becauſe 
| ' he was fo rich, and at the ſame time 
Ii} ſo liberal, in which it may be ſaid he 
l | excelled all the Men of his 'time, that 
Lf when he died, he leit the Romans two 
Crowns per Head. Lhe Falcidian Law, 

by 
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by vertye of which an Heir that is ag- 
griey d, may retain the fourth part of 
the Inheritance, which is in force to 
this day, was alſo introduc'd about this 
time by Pablius Falcidius, Tribune of 
the People. And now Cz/ar and Arn- 
thony did ſeveral things againſt all man- 
ner of reaſon, for they not only admit- 
ted into the number of Senators, Per- 
ſons that were altogether unworthy, but 
even Slaves; among others the Patron 
having one day obſerv'd in this Aſſem- 
bly, one Maximus, who tho' he was his 
Slave, was going to be made 2weſtor, 
he forc'd him to return to his Servitude. 
Another having been taken in the Ar- 
my, where he paſs'd for a Soldier, was 
thrown headlong * from the top of the 
Capitol, after having been firſt made 
free, in order to make his Puniſhment 
the more Signal. 

Czfar and Anthony having had a meet- 
ing atlength with Sextus, they ſtruck 
up a Peace, which caus'd ſo great a joy 
to thoſe who were preſent, who could 
not ſufficiently expreſs their ſatisfaction, 
to ſee after ſo long a War, the Peace 
{o much deſfir'd, that the adjacent pla- 
ces carrying their ſhouts to the Moun- 

H 2 rains, 
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tains, and the Echos of the Mountains 
returning the ſound, made a moſt dread- 
ful noiſe. Pompey's Men, who were in 
their Ships, not being able to ſtay till 
they could land, leapd with impatience 
into the Water, while thoſe who were 
upon the Beach jumpd into the Sea 
to meet them, and to ſalute them as 
they ſwam in the midſt of the Waves. 
Afterwards the Generals treated each 0- 
ther. Sextus began firſt, and cntertaind 
Ceſar and Anthony in his Admiral-Gal- 
ley, after which they return'd his civi- 


ws lity aſhoar. Sext«s having them both 


a-board with few Attendants, might ea- 
fily have difpatch'd them, and he was 
evn advisd to it by Menxas; but he 
would not hear on't. On the other fide 

he rallied familiarly with 4zrhony, who 
being in poſlletlion of his Father's Houſe 
at Rome, which ſtood in a place call'd 
Carina, he made an alluſion to the 
Name, "which ſignifies in Latin both the 
Ship he was then in, and his Father's 
Houſe in Rome, and told him by way 
of Mirth, that he entertain d him in 
his Carina, Healſopromis'd his Daugh- 
ter in Marriage to M. Marcellus, the 
Son of Ceſar's Siſter, fo that this War 
was put oli to another time. An- 
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Anthony paſſing from 7taly into Greece, 
govern'd there atter a manner very op- 
pofite to our Anceſtors way of Living ; 
for beſides his plundering ſeveral Towns, 
he left every where marks of his De- 
bauchery ; ſo far did he give a looſe, 
that he order'd himſelf to be call'd 
Bacchus. Which oblig'd the Athenzans 
to give him Mizerva for his Wite. 
Nor did he refuſe the Marriage, but he 
extorted from them four hundred Seſter- 
ces, under pretence that twas for her 
Portion. While he was employd in 
this manner, he ſent Yentidius betore 
into Afia, where the Parthians falling 
upon him againſt the advice of Labze- 
uus, who had bur lately made a great 
progreſs in thoſe parts, he put them to 
the rout, and tho' they were poileſs'd 
of ſeveral advantagious Places in Syrza, 
drove them out of all the Country, and 
took Labienus himſelf Priſoner, for 
which he entred Rome in Triumph. He 
ſignalized himſelf afterwards by ſeveral 
extraordinary Expences, which thew d 
his Magnificence ; among other things 
\ he rebuilt the Place where the Courts 

_ of Jultice are held, which had been burnt, 
adorn'd it with ſeveral Statues wizich 
t3-3 Ceſar 


| 
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Ceſar had given him, but which he 
was obligd to reſtore to him again ; 
yet when Czſar demanded them ſoon 
after, he did not think fit to ſend them 


' to him, but handſomly anſwer'd, ** I 


© have not Servants enough to bring 
* them to you, but you that have a great 
* number, may ſend to the Courts of 
* Juſtice for them. Nevertheleſs Cz- 
ſar was afraid to do that, leſt if he 
ſhould take them from thence by force, 

he might be accusd of Sacriledge. 
Afterwards he Married Livia, with 
whom he had long been paſſionately in 
Love. She was the Wife of Nero, who 
once fled to Anthony, as we have faid 
before, and was ſix Months gone with 
Child; yet her Husband gave her him- 
ſelf in Marriage to Cz/ar, as if he had 
been her Father, and not her Husband. 
One of thoſe little Children, almoſt all 
naked, which the Ladies of Quality u- 
fually keep for their Diverſion, being at 
the Wedding-Feaſt, when he ſaw A4«- 
giuſtus {it with Livia, and Nero with ano- 
ther, he accoſted Livzia, and faid to her, 
** What do you do there, Madam, this 
** 15 your Husband, pointing to Nero? 
During this Marriage ſhe was anc” 
: q 
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of Claudius Druſus Nero, whom Ceſar 
brought up, and then ſent home to his 
Father, who dying ſome time after. left 
him to the care of Czar, as well as 
Tiberius his other Son. The People 
talk*d difterently of this Aﬀair, among 
other things they ſung publickly, your 
lucky People have Children at three 
Months end, which has ſince pals'd in- 
to a Proverb. About the ſame time Me- 
nas quitted Pompey, and went over to 
Ceſar's Party, and tho' Sextus deman- 
ded him again, Czſar far from giving 
him up, beſtow'd upon him very great 
Honours, made him a Roman Kaight, 
and gave him the priviledge of wearing 
a Gold Ring. No body but th? Prince 
can allow this priviledge to his Freed- 
men, becauſe heretolore none but Se- 
nators or Knights could pretend to a 
right of wearing thoſe kinds of Rings. 
Sextus was ſo provok'd at the refulal, 
that it movd him to an open rupture ; 
beſides that, Czſar had not kept his 
word with him in any of thoſe things, 
to which he was oblig'd by their 4gree- 
ments, tho' Czfar pretended on his tide, 
that Sextus firſt broke the Treaty of 
Peace. Thereupon Ceſar tends to Le- 

H 14 « pidus 
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pidus and Anthony, to come and aſſift 
himin this War ; but finding they were 
too tardy, he undertook it alone, and 
was unfortunate in the very beginning : 
For he was not only routed in ſeveral 
Engagements at Sea, but he alſo loſt ſe- 
veral of his Ships in a Storm. Which 
puft'd up Sextas to that degree, that 
he call'd himſelf the Son of Neptune, 

and ravag'd all the coaſt of 7raly. 
Czſar was oblig'd to bulld Ships in 
almoſt all the Ports of the Country : 
He alſo brought them from all parts, 
raisd Soldiers every where, and heap'd 
together a mais of Treaſure. Two years 
were ſpent in making preparations. He 
committed to M. Vifpianus Agrippa, the 
care of ſetting out his Fleet, having 
ſent for him expreſſly upon this occaſ1- 
on, alter he had granted him the ho- 
nour of a Triumph, tor having put an 
end to the War againſt the Gauls, and 
tor having carried the Romany Arms be- 
yond the Rhine, which only Julius Ce- 
ſar had done before. He had particu- 
lar orders to train up the Soldiers to 
conſtant exerciſe, and to enure them 
to Labour, that they might be the 
more ferviceable in the Naval Army. 
| Agrippa 
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Agrippa who was then Conſul with Lu- 
cinus Gallus, would not accept of the 
Triumph which Cz/ar had granted him, 
thinking it did not become him to 
make Rejoycings, while Cz/ar's Afﬀairs 
were unſucceſsful. In the mean time 
he was ſo extreamly diligent, that not 
only the Fleet was ſoon ready, but ob- 
ſerving that this Coaſt was quite unfur- 
riſh'd of Ports, he made a piece of Work 
that was very fine, and very magnifi- 
cent. . 

| Near Cumz, a City of Campanza, be- 
tween Miſenum and Puteoli, there is a 
piece of Land in form of a Halt-Moon, 
ſurrounded with little Mountains, for 
the moſt part naked, and without Trees. 
Three ſeparate Arms of the Sea meet- 
ing here; he cut through the Ground, 
that they might have Communication 
with each other, and by this means 
made a very ſecure Harbour. I ſhall 
relate in a few words, ſeveral things I 
have ſeen here, becauſe they ſeem to be 
very ſingular. In theſe Mountains we 
mention'd but now, there are Springs 
of Fire and Water both together, nor 
is it poſſible to diſcern which of the 
two it is: For to ſpeak properly, tis 
i "--—=— neither 
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either Fire nor Water, being a matter 
moiſt and fiery at the ſame time. It 
diſcharges it ſelf by Canals into Foun- 
tains, from thence conveys the Vapour 
by the means of ſeveral Pipes, into the 
uppermoſt Apartments. For the high- 
er it riſes from the Earth, the hotter 
and dryer it is; ſeveral very noble Hou- 
ſes are built about the place, where the 

go to uſe theſe ſorts of Baths, whic 

are very conducive to Health in abun- 
dance of caſes. What is yet more re- 
markable in the ground of theſe Moun- 
tains, is this, tho' the Fire cant con- 
ſume it, becauſe the Water which is 
mix'd with it, tempers the heat, yet it 
burns the Ground all about it, infomuch, 
that it reduces to Cinders thoſe parts 
that are fat and moiſt : Whereas thoſe 
that are dry and poor reſiſt it, and grow 


yet harder. Further, they find in the 


adjacent Country claets of Earth, which 
pur into the fire, tura to duſt, and on 
the contrary, become harder when you 
put them into the Water. The realon 
of this may be, that whatſoever is dry, 
being put into the fire, grows dryer 
Mill, by the aſliſtance of a thing of the 
fame nature; whereas in the Water the 

COn- 
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contrariety it meets with, makes it con- 
tract it ſelf, and become as hard as a 
Flint. 

The Situation of Baie being thus, 
Agrippa, after he had made the Port, 
brought thither a great number of Gal- 
leys, and furniſh them with Oars. 
About that time they receiv'd news at 
Rome, of ({everal Prodigies that had hap- 
pen'd in ſeveral places ; but that which 
caus'd moſt ſurprize, was a report, 
that at Aſps, a City in Africa, abun- 
dance of Dolphins had been found up- 
on the banks of the Sea, that had kill'd 
one another in fight, and that it had 
raind Blood there, which the Birds had 
afterwards carried to ſeveral places. 
What happen'd to Lv, gave her no 
ſmall SatisfaCtion ; for an Eagle dropt 
in her boſom a white Fowl, that had in 
its Beak 2 branch of Laurel with its 
Fruit : Which ſeeming to preſage ſome- 
what extraordinary, the nursd up the 
Fowl with great care, and planted the 
Laurel-branch, which taking Root, be- 
came afterwards a Tree of that bigneſs, 
that it furniſh'd Laurel tor all the Tri- 
umphs. But that implied no more, than 
that Auguſtus ſhould be ſo devoted » 

er 
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her Pleaſure, that it might be faid, ſhe 
carried him in her Boſom. About this 
time Anthony returnd from Syria to I- 
taly, under pretence as he alledg'd, to 
come and reinforce Ceſar againſt Sex- 
tus, who had us'd him very roughly in 
an Engagement : But upon his Arrival, 
they tell into ſuch a Miſunderſtanding, 
that Azthony was upon the very point 
of breaking with Cz/ar, nevertheleſs by 
the interpoſition of Offavia, they re- 
| new'd their Alliance a ſecond time; for 
being Czfar's Siſter, Anthony had Mar- 
ied her in purſuance of one of the Ar- 
ticles of the firſt Treaty. Anthony 1n 
conſideration of ſome Ships which Cz- 
far had of him, receiv'd ſome of his 
TX Troops in exchange, which he ſtood in 
; need of to march againſt the Parthz- 
ans: In which they had nothing leſs 
; in their view, than to oblige one ano- 
: ther, but they thought the juncture of 
time requird it; eſpecially fince An- 
thony, as foon as he arriv'd at Corcyra, 
| {ent Octavia back to Rome. 

| Wien Ca/ar ſaw his Fleet was ready, 
| he fail'd to Szczly, where having caſt. 
Anchor, he leit A4grippa to command 
the Naval Army, while himſelf in _ 
| on 
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fon conduſted the Land-forces. Sex- 
tus alſo gave the command of his Fleet 
to, Demochares, and remain'd aſhoar to 
be a SpeRator of the Battel. Agrippa 
coming to an Engagement with Demo- 
chares, the Battel was obſtinate all the 
day, with equal advantage on both ſides, 
till upon the Night's approach, the Vi- 
tory at laſt was on C#2/ar's ſide. The 
Figh happen'd near Mylz, a City in S7- 
The Victors did not purſue the 
Khemy far, becauſe 'twas impoſlible in 
my opinion to o'ertake them, by rea- 
ſon of the heavineſs of their Ships. Be- 
ſides not knowing the Coaſt, they 
ran a risk of ſtriking upon the Sands, 
which are ſcatter'd about there in many 
places. Yet ſome are of opinion, that 
 *twas the fault of 4grippa himlelf, who 
was contented with putting the Enemy 
to flight, becauſe he made this War tor 
Czſar, and not for himfelf; and what 
_ confirms this ſuſpicion is , chat he would 
often ſay to his friends in a laughing 
way ; © That Princes did not care to 
pt © have People in their Service, that 
* were abler than themſelves; when a 
. thing ſeems to promiſe a happy e- 
* vent, they take the conduct of | It up- 
* on 
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- fortune did not favour his deſigns up- 
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* on themſelves, but when 'tis full of 
* difficulties, they commit it to the care 


© of others. That if they are con- 
* rained to employ others, where there 


© is Honour to be got, they can't bear 
* to hear them prais'd according to their 
«* Merit ; for tho' they don't wiſh to 


© have them beaten, or that their Un- 


« dertakings ſhould not meet with all 
* manner of Succeſs, yet they take no 
* ſatisfaction in ſeeing any but them- 
* ſelves reap the glory of them. For 
* which reaſon he adviſed thoſe who 
« were zealous, to keep in favour with 
* their Prince, to do all they poſſibly 


© could for his Service ; but at the fame 
< time to give him all the Honour. 
Theſe were the Maxims that Agrippa 


not only had in his Mouth, but alſo ob- 


ferv'd in-all his Conduct. 


After :this | Sea-fight, Czſar hearing 
that Sextus had thrown himſelf into 


. Meſſina, and that there were no Ships to 
guard the Strait, he was reſolv'd not to 
looſe this occaſion of ending the War, 


whereupon embarking his Mea in the 


Ships he had: receiv'd from Anthony, he 


fail'd diretly to Meſſina. Nevertheleſs 


ON 
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on this occaſion; for Sextus going to 
meet him with a Fleet well equip'd, and 
full of Land-forces, Ceſar, who defpis'd 
him, becauſe he had been lately defeat- 
ed by Agrippa, giving him Battel im- 
mediately, ' he not only loſt ſeveral of 
his Ships, but was in great danger him- 
ſelf, not being able to return to his 
Troops, which he had left in S7czly. 
In a word, he thought himſelf very 
happy in getting ſafe to the neareſt 
Terra firma, where he kept cloſe with- 
out undertaking any thing farther. While 
he was in the utmoſt deſolation, to ſee 
himſelf feparated from his Troops in 
Sicily, his Affliction was abated in ſome 
meaſure, by an accident that happened 
to him : A Fiſh leap'd out of the Wa- 
cer, and caſt it ſelf at his feet, which 
the Augurs ſaid was a prelage that he 
ſhould be one day abſolute Maſter of 
the Sea. At the fame time Corneficius 
who commanded his Land-Army, was 
extreamly perplex'd, tor 'on one {ide he 
was afraid, that if he ftay'd where he 
was , he ſhould have 'his Provifions 
- cut off , and on the -other he durſt 
not march, for fear of being defeated, 
becauſe he-had the'Enetnyron his right 
an 
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'and left, -who would: certainly have 
gall'd him with their Arrows from their 
advanc'd Poſts, and attack'd him in the 
narrow ways. But at length, Agrippa 
having paſs'd into the Iſland, took the 
City of Mylz, and driving: the Enemy 


before him, pierc'd as far as the Place 


where Corneficias lay, and fo fav'd him 
and his Troops contrary to all expecati- 


_ on. This lucky accident, by which he and 


his Men were redeem'd as 'twere from 
the Grave, made ſuch an impreſſion up- 
on him all his Life after, that when ever 


he' Supp'd out of Rowe, he was carried 
Home upon an Elephant for Joy. | 


- And now tho' Ceſar did not make 
himſelf Maſter of S7cz/y at that time, 
yet afterwards Lepidus coming to joyn 
him with his Army, he repaſs'd into the 
Hand, and by the help of ' 4grippa de- 
feated Sextus at Sea, who thinking him- 
felt no longer ſafe in Szczly, fail'd into 
Afra, where he was kill'd by ſome whom 
Anthony had fent for that purpoſe, as he 
was endeavouring, to raiſe the Countrey 


againſt him; for Cz/ar neither then, 


nor afterwards,.purſu'd him any longer, 
by reaſon of a diſlenſion which aroſe be- 
tween him and Zepidus, which was oc- 

caſion'd 
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caſion'd thus. Lepidus pretended that 
the War having been made at their com- 
mon expence, Sicily ought in reaſon to 
belong equally to both ; and yet Czſar 
almoſt upon all occaſions treated him as 
his Lieutenant. Moreover he ſuſpected 
him of keeping correſpondence with 
Sextus, and holding often ſecret Conte- 
rences with him, and tho for the pre- 
ſent, he did not ſeem to miſtruſt any 
thing for fear of coming to an open 
rupture with him ; yet as ſoon as he had 
defeated Sextus, he pull'd off the Mask, 
and treated Lepidus as a declar'd Enemy. 
Lepidus demanded the Execution of the 
firſt Treaty, beſides his ſhare of Szc:ly 
which he had help'd him to Conquer, 
and appeal'd to the Courts of Juſtice 
upon theſe two Heads, tho he had with 
him all the Troops he had brought from 
Africa, Ceſar made no Anſwer to theſe 
things, but being of opinion that all 
Juſtice conſiſted 19 Arms, and knowing 
himſelf to be the ſtrongeſt, he firſt 
march'd again{t him with fome of his 
Troops with a deſign to frighten him, 
becauſe he knew him ro be naturally ti- 
merous ; ſeeming at firſt to come as a 
friend, he entred into his Camp, and had 

| ſome 
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ſome diſcourſe with the Soldiers, bur 
they not being pleas'd with what he ſaid, 
were the more 'enrag'd againſt him, fo 
that taking Arms immediately, they fell 
upon his Men, and made a ſlaughter of 
fome of them. However, he eſcap'd, 
becavſe he was ſuddenly rehev'd. Afﬀter- 
which he return'd againſt them with all 
his Force's, which {truck them with ſuch 
a fear that they al} went over to his fide, 
and Lepidus himſelf fell down at his 
Feet to beg his Life ; Thus he loſt all 
his Power, and: paſt the reſt of his Days 
- Italy, not without ſome Guard upon 

im. 

And now while Anthony was in Greece, 
Ventidius his Lieutenant defeated and 
kill'd in Battel Pacorus Son of Orodes, 
King of the Parthians. Ae was a Prince 
extreamly belov'd in his Countrey for 
his extraordinary Juſtice and natural 
Goodneſs, which appear'd in all his 
Actions. After which, he drove all the 
Parthians that efcapd from the Battel 
entirely out of Syria : Bur ſo much good 
fortune made Anthony conceive ſome Jea- 
louſie of him, which made him de- 
prive him of his Employment, and ne- 
ver afterwards make uſe of him. Which 

hows 
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however:;'was no: hindrance to- his 'Fri- 
umph after the Death of Anthony, Yen- 
tidaus being the firſt Romas that 'Tri- 
umph d for any Conqueſt over the Par- 
thiens.: The ' Senate granted him this 
honour ſo much the more willingly, be- 
caufe-he/had reveng'd the loſs which the 
Republick had ſuſtain'd under Craſſus, 
upon, the very Day the other had 
formerly happend. Another accident, 
which 'was extraordinary enough, very 
much encreasd his Glory, which was, 
that he ſhould Triumph for his Victories 
over'the Parthians, after having been 
himſelf led in Triumph with ſeveral 
other Priſoners, by Pompeius Strabo. An- 
thony having afterwards given to Sofias 
the Government of Syria and C:licia, 
the latter made himſelf famous by a 
great many Conqueſts which he had 
made in thoſe Parts, and among the 
reſt by the taking of Jeruſalem. He 
took the Temple tirſt, and afterwards 
\ the reſt of the City, both upon a Satar- 
day, which is in ſo great Veneration 
among them, that as well thoſe who 
were taken with the Temple, as the reſt 
beg'd leave of Sofſius to Sacrifice after 
their faſhion upon the return of that 
I”'3 Day. 


the Roman ot 
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Day.” Anthony. gave; the Kingdom to 
Herod; and nt, _ ——_ — Reign' 'd 
before: nt: Countrey, ito - * d't0+\2 
Craſs;and then; with:Rods; winch 
15 cx cartons before 


toany King. 50 9 one of 219900! 


After whiel heilod his Army- dgainſt 


the: Parthians, and-Beſieg'd' the City-of 


Phraata with little Succeſs; onithercon- 
trary,, the Enemies 'who - were 1m::the 
Field, falling continvally upondrs Lines, 
did him a great deal of damage- While 
he was before this Place, Phrabtes ſent 
to ſome of his - Officers Privately. to 
let him know, that it he would ſend 
Amballadors to:him to treat of a Peace, 
*twould be the wway to obtain what he 
defir'd. Which Anthony having done, 
he: gave Audience to the Ambaſſadors 
upon a Golden Throne, where after ſe- 
veral inſulting words, holding his Bow 
if; his Hand which he bent from time to 
time, he promis'd them to. make Peace 
with Anthony, provided he rais'd the 
Sicge. He was the moſt impious Mon- 
fter of his time, who had put to Death 
his Father Oredes, and all his Brothers in 
order ta get the Kingdom. Anthony un-+ 
{|er{tanding at tne return of his Ambai- 
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fadors the Infolence-of the Parthian, was 
afraid left he ſhould: play -him ſome un- 
lucky Tour, upon which he decamp'd 
immediately, but he-put his Army into 
an extream danger by it, out of which 
however it eſcapd contrary tov every 
bodies expectation. For beſides thar 
his Men ſupported: patiently an incredi- 
ble fatigue, being once fall'n into an 
Ambuſcade, after they had joynd their 
Bucklers in the form of a 7ortozſe, they 
put 'one Knee to the ground, and conti- 
nued firm in this poſture : Which mak- 
ing the: Barbarians believe that - their 
Wounds. hindred them from fghting, 
they immediately diſmounted, | and 
throwing away their Bows, ran with 
Sword 'in Hand to diſpatch them at 
once : But the Romans rifing at a certain 
Signal, and ſpreading their Ranks teil 
furiouſly upon them. And as the Party 
was not equal between an Army that was 
waiting for the Combar, and: anather 
that was unprepard for it ; between Men 
that-were well Arm'd, and Troops that 

_ were not ; between Soldiers cover d with 
Steel; .and Naked Archers ; -and+ in a 
word between Romans and Barbarians, 
they made a. prodigious deliructian of 
| p them. 


| paſs over 1t upon occaſion, when they 
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them. A Battalion in-formof a Tortoiſe, 
is 'composd after this manner. The 
Baggage, the light Troops, and: the 
Horſe are in the middle, while thoſe who 
are heavily arm'd, and have the longeſt 
Bucklers, place themſelvesin the Wings, 
where they cover all the reſt like a ſort 
of Parapet. The others, whoſe Bucklers 
are rather broad than long, remaining 
cloſe in the middle, put them upon their 
Heads, and by that means cover them- 
ſelves with the whole Battalion ; fo that 
you can ſee nothing but Bucklers, Which 
forms a Wall ſo ſtrong, becauſe they are 
very thick, that not only Men may run 
upon it, but evn Horſes and Chariots 


meet with any difficult way. This form 
of Battalion has obtain'd the Name of 
Tortoiſe, from the great force and firm- 
neſs of its covering. They are ns'd up- 
on two ſeveral occaſions. The firſt is 
to attack any Fortreſs, by lifting arm'd 
Men upon the Walls thro' this means ; 
and the other 1s to defend themſelves 
from \Arrows, by putting one Knee to 
the ground ; for the Horles are alſo 
raught to kneel. Thus making the Ene- 
mies believe they-are tir'd, when they 

| come 
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come m confuſion to fall upon them, 
they riſe of a ſudden arid put them into 
diſorder. So much tor the Battalion in 
form of a Tortoiſe. 

Anthony having by hisArtifices got the 
King of: Armenia into his Hands, put 
him in Chains, becauſe he did not afliſt 
him in his War with the Parthians. He 
put him at firſt into Silver Chains, and 
afterwards in Golden ones, and preſent- 
ed him to Cleopatra, with whom laying 
aſide all thoughts of War, he plung'd 
himſelt into all manner of Pleaſures, 
gave the Children he had by her the 
Title of Kings of Kings, and diſtributed 
among them not only Armenia, and the 
other Provinces which he commanded, 
bur alſo the ndzes, and the Countrey of 
the Parthians. In the mean time Cz/ar 
to make his Soldiers Warhke, was em- 
ploy'd in Conquering Dalmatia and 
Panuonia, where he was wounded in {e- 
veral Battels, which with the fatigue and 
labour he ſuſtaind, pug him otten into 
great dangers. 

About the fame time Agrippo repair d 
and augmented at his own charge the 
number of A4quedutts, which were fo far 
decay d, that there was ſcarce any ſuch 
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thing as Water in Rowe. He alſo rebuift 
ſeveral publick Edifices, and repav'd the 
Streets without putting the Treaſury to 
any expence. He likewiſe cleans'd the 
Common-ſhores, and put them into ſo 
good a condition, that one might by 
their means go in a Boat to the 7yber. 
Beſides all this, having obſerv'd that at 
the Circus, abundance of People often 


miſtook their Places, by reaſon of the 


great number of Benches which are in 
the Amphi-Theatre, he order'd Dolphins 
and other Figures in Sculpture to diſtin- 
guiſh them. He alſo gave Oyl and Salt 
to all the Romans, and Baths for which 
neither Men nor Women were to pay 
for a whole Year together, He hird 
Surgeons to be at the publick Games, 
that no body might be at any ſort of ex- 
pence : Threw from a rais'd place ſeve- 
ral Billets among the People, which con- 
tain'd the Giſt of certain Summs of Mo- 
ney : Gave ſeveral Merchandiſes among 
them, which had been expos'd to Sale, 
and in a word drove all the Magicians 
and Aſlrologers out of Rome. All this 
Agrippa did in his Edileſhip. By this 
time the Parthians after having van- 
cuiſhd the King of the Medes, ſeiz'd up- 
on Media and Armenia, Aiter 
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Aﬀter all theſe things, Anthony and Ca- 
ſar came to' an open rupture, and made: 
great Complaints of cacl/ other. Czfar 
tax'd Anthony with giving the Dori- 
nions of the Republick to Cleopatra, 
and becoming her Slave, as if ſhe:had 
inchanted him ; which was the reaſon 
that he declar'd War againſt her, and not 
direQly again Axthony, who on his ſide 
accus d C2ſar of having put a great af- 
front upon him by opening his Will 
while he was alive. They likewiſe ad- 
ded ſeveral' other things ; for having 
long ſince reſolv'd to 'make War upon 
each other, they wanted no' pretext to 
cover their deſign. The Pfeparations 
for it were very great, to which none of 
the preceetling ones were comparable : 
For a mighty number of People and Na- 
tions came to the afliſtance of both. 
Czfar had for him Gaul, Spain, [\yricum, 
and all that part of Africa, which here- 
tolore obey'd the Romans, except that 
which is about Cyrene. The Countreys 
under the Dominion of Bogud and Boc- 
chus alſo declar'd for him ; and beſides 
all theſe, Sardinia, Sicily, and the other 
Neighbouring Iflands. On the other 
{ide, Anthony had in his party all Alta 
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that was under the command. of the, Ro- 
mans, Thrace, Greece, Macedon, Egypt, 
the Cyrenians, with all the Countreys ad- 
joyning, and all the Iſlands that be- 
long'd to them, Yet more, almoſt all 
the Kings that had any extent-of Domi- 
nion bordering upon the Rowan Pro- 
vinces, which Anthony commanded at 
that time, either appear'd in Perſon in 
his Troops, or ſent their Lieutenants. 
Before any Act of Hoſtility was com- 
mitted, Anthonvy made an_ Oath to, his 
Men-to quit the Command two Months 
after his Victory, and to reſign all his 
Power into the Hands of the Senate and 
People. - Nav, they had all the difficul- 
ty imaginable to oblige him to promiſe 
to keep it ſix Months in order to the 
better regulation of Afﬀairs. Several 
Prodigies preceeded this War. An Owl 
after having ſat upon the Temple of 
Concord, did the ſame upon all the reſt. 
Mount Ztna having V omited prodigious 
flames, ruin'd all the Towns about it. 
And if it be true, that which is more 
wonderful than all the reſt is, thar in 
Tuſcany a Dragon, fourſcore and five 
Foot long, after having ravag'd all the 
Countrey, was at Jaſt kitl'd by a clap of 
| ABS Thunder. 
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Thunder. At Rome the Chaldren divi- 
ding themſelves into two Parties, un- 
der the names of Anthony and Ceſar, 
after a Fight of two Days the firſt 
were vanquiſh'd, which clearly - prefag'd 
the defeat of : Anthony, and his Statue of 
Marble which was upon Mount Aba, 
prognoſticated his Death by ſweating 

drops of Blood. rf 2 
The Battel was fought near Aﬀium, 
in the place where Nzcopolis is at pre- - 
ſent. Anthony's Friends were very-much 
diſpleasd to ſee him take Cleopatra with 
him to the War, which was at laſt the 
cauſe of his loſing a Battel at Sea, of 
which take the following Account. The 
Gallies of Anthoxy were much bigger 
than thoſeof the Enemy. There were 
very few of three rows of Oars, the 
moſt part had four or five, or therea- 
bouts; upon which large Towers were 
built, which being full of Soldiers, was 
the reaſon that they did not fight hand 
to hand ; for the Gallies of Ceſar be- 
ing ſmaller and lighter, thoſe who were 
within cover'd their Heads, to defend 
- them from the Enemies Arrows, then 
fell upon them on all ſides. Thus they 
either ſunk them, or they made _ 
e- 
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Retreat, and attack'd-others before the 
Enemy could faſten upon them, ſo, as 
to come 'to board them ; .after which 
they return'd upon them, or fell upon 
others-with the ſame ſwiftneſs, never 
ſtaying-long' in: the fame place ; but at- 
tack'd ſometimes theſe, ſometimes thoſe, 
in order to take them all unprovided. 
For as they fear'd the force of the E- 
nemies Gallies, and therefore forbore to 
aſſault them. too" near, after they had 
oncegiven them a Shock; they retir'd as 
quick as poſlible to avoid their:-Darts, and 
to give them , no time to recover them- 
ſelves,and to bear down upon them. | Qn 
the other fide thoſe of Anthony repuls'd 


them' with Darts and Stones, which,did 


them a great deal of hurt, or elſe they 
threw out their Grapling-Irons for: them, 


when they were not too far offi; with 


which, when they | had: once faſten'd 
upon them, their Victory was certain ; 
but if they taild, their Ships. being all 


 ſhatter'd with the :Enemies Prows —— 


wenttothe bottom immediately : Which 
if they endeavour d to hinder by refit- 
ting the Ship, they remain'd more ex- 
pos'd to'the Enemies blows, who pour'd 
two or three Veilels together. againti 
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one, which ſometimes defended it ſelf 
pretty well, and ſometimes was usd 
vety roughly. So that on Czſar's fide 
the. Seamen and the Crew of Slaves, 
were the moſt fatigu'd, whereas A4ntho- 
ny*s Soldiers were molt haraſs'd'; and as 
the ' firſt after having bore Jowh upon 
the Enemy with great ſwiftneſs, -retir'd 
imthediately, one might havecompar'd 
them' to Horſemen, whoin-managing a 
Horſe make him advance, 'and then re- 
coil tin an inſtant. * As to thoſe of Ar- 
thoxy, one would" have thought they 
were Troops that were Conquerors, and 
_ conquer'd both together ;' for while the 
others broke theit Oars and' Tackling 
to" pieces, they confounded them from 
above with a ſtorm of Arrows, which 
they darted "out of Machines. ' After 


the fight had'*been thus "obſtinate a 


long time, -it” happen'd that Cleopatra, 
whoſe Ships were at Anchor behind the 
Combatants, had not patience to ſtay 


for the iſlue'of the Battel, - which ſeem'd 


an uncertain : But being a Woman 
and an Zgyptian, and fearing” the Suc- 


ceſs of a thing ſo doubtful, ſhe ſled, 
and made a Signal for her People to fol- 
Tow her. Upon which Anthony ſeeing 

her 
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her out ax, Sea with a favourable Wind, 
follow'd, her, immediately.; which being 
come. to..the knowledge of,' his Men, 
who. kept. firm hitherto,. they loſt their 
courage. at ance, 1o- that Ceſar obtaind 
A x corplege Victory at Sea, uponthe.ſe- 
tember,. 1. _—_— mind-to 
mark mark his contrary ;to my Cuſtom, 
becauſe. Czſar from. that day became 
{ole Maſter, fo that his: Reg begins 
its gate frgm that time... 


Ceſar afterwards built: 5 City in the 
lame place, which he.'call'd  Nicopelis., 

and lurrounded the place! where he had 
nacamp'd before, with @ Wall of Free- 
ſtone Fo foot high; -adorn'd it with 
ſeveral Prows ns he-had taken from 
the Encmy,..and ordee'd ;a [Temple to 
be built, in the ſame- place without: a 
Roof, in; hogour of . polo, Agrippa 
did Czfar yery great ſeryice in this War, 
for he deſtroyd ſeveral Cities where 
Anthony's. Magazines lay, and beat his 
Lieutenants, in ſeveral. Engagements ; 
which made. him put ſuch po + ci 
in him, as well as in Meceras, that they 
had the liberty to read all the Letters 
Which he. wrote, whether to the Senate 
or others, and | to change what they 


thought 
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thovght fit. Therefore they had his 
Seal, tor he had two at that time, with 
which all his Diſpatches were Sealed. 
At firit the figure of a Sphinx, was in- 
grave upon borh, but afterwards he 
ad his own- put in, . which was ak 
ways his Seal, from that time forward, 
as well as of the other Emperors, exX- 
cept Galba, who *tis ſaid made uſe of 
that of his Anceſtors, which was a Dog 
putting his Head out of the Prow of a 
ip. 43 F 
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Fhe H iftory of the Reign of 


Auguſtus. 


A Fter the loſs of the Battel at Sea, 
Anthony, who fled into Egypt 

with Cleopatra, ſeeing himſelt forfaken 
by his beſt Friends, upon the arrival 
of Czſar, put an end to his Lite, ex- 
piring in the Arms of Cleoparra. Czſar, 
after he . had made himielt Maſter of 
Alexandria, having confn d Cleopatra to 
her Palace, without putting any hard- 
ſhip upon her, ſhe ſent a —_ 
mM 
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him, to, requeſt him to de her the 


Honour, ta, wake her a, Viſit, ſaying, 
the had ſomething of im portance .to 
communicate. to him. Czfar having 


.promisd to; fatisfie her, ſhe prepar'd.to 


xmeceive him in, an Equipage, , which the 
it ſuited the, Alition. and Mourning ſhe 
was thenan, did not fail nevertheleſs to 


raiſe in ſome ſort her natural Beauty. 


She lay upon a Couch in a melancholy 
poſture, . ſurrounded with the Pictures of 
Salius Czfar, the Father of Auguſtus, and 


had upon her Boſom all the Letters he 


| had formerly. written to _ her. Ceſar 


coming in, ſhe roſe, and faid to him, 
My Lord, ( © for the Gods | have given 
*.you the Power, and have taken it 


* from me) you kriow how often I was 


* viſited by your Father, and you are 
*not' ignorant that rwas he, who pla- 
*.ced the Crown of Fgypt: upon. my 
* Head; but that you may know ſome- 
*-thing of our private Entertainments, 
* bepleas'd to read theſe Letters, They 
* areall written to me with his own Hand. 
Her diſcourſe was accompanied with 
languiſhing looks, which ſhe caſt up- 
on Czſar trom time to time ; then ſhe 
wept, and ſpoke in ſuch a manner, as 

| could 


[ 129 |} 
could hardly fail of obtaining Pity, and 
giving Love; ſometimes ſhe cried, O 
Czſar, © Of what uſe are all thefe Let- 
© ters to me! but I fancy I ſee him re- 
* vivd in them; a little after, Ah me ! 
* would to Heaven thou wert {till alive. 
* Then ſhe took her ſelf up and ſaid, but 
* ſee Auguſtus, the very Perſon of his Fa- 
© ther. Doth not his Father live in him ? 
Though Ceſar comprehended her de- 
ſign, yet he ſeem'd not to under- 
ſtand her; ſo that without ſeeming 
to look upon her, he only ſaid to her, 
* Fear nothing, Madam, you ſhall re- 
* ceive no hurt. At the ſame time he 


had an extream deſire to carry her to 


Rome, that he might adorn his Tri- 
umph with this famous Cleopatra, whoſe 
Reputation was ſpread through the 
World. For which reaſon he did all 
that was in his power to hinder her from 
being oppreſs'd with her Grief, was 
extreamly careful of her, and leſſen'd no- 
thing of her uſual State. 


But ſhe perceiving well his Defign, (for 
ſhe naturally had a very ſubtle, piercing 
Wit) after ſhe had put on her moſt mag- 
nificent Robes, and moſt valuable Orna- 
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ſhe expir'd upon her Couch by the 
Sting of an Aſpick, which had been 
brought to her in alittle Basket, or as 
ſome will have it, by pricking her ſelf 
with a poiſond Bodkin, which made 
her die on the inſtant. 

As ſoon as Ceſar heard of her Death, 
he ſhew'd a very great Concern, and 
without loſing time, went inſtantly to 
the Body, and order d the Application 
of ſeveral Remedies ; among the reſt 
of P/ylis, to ſec if there was any pol- 
ſibility of bringing her again to Life. 
Theſe' P/yJs are Men (for Women have 
not this Vertue) that with their Mouths 
draw out fo ſwiftly all the Poiſon that 
any one has in his Body, when he is 
ſtung with a Serpent, that they fave his 
Liſe; befides, thoſe Creatures have no 
power to hurt them with their Stings. 
They communicate this Vertue from Fa- 
ther to Son, ſo that to prove their Chil- 

dren Legitimate, as ſoon as they are 
| born, they put them among Serpents, 
who do them no manner of hurt. But 
all the ctiorts of Czſar to recover C/eo- 
candy proving inefteual, he admir'd 
zer Courage, and beſides that an 
End fo fatal made an impreſſion bo 
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him , he was extreamly concern'd to 
ſee himſelf depriv'd of the molt ſhining 
Trophy of his Victory, and of the moit 
Fonows Ornament of his Triumph. 

hus died Anthony and Cleopatra. 

Ceſar afterwards pardon'd the Alex- 
andrians, in conſideration of Alexander 
their Founder, and of Arias the Philo- 
ſopher, whom he had made ule of in 
his Studies, though '"twas but a pretence, 
being otherwiſe unwilling to deſtroy ſo 
ade and populous a City, that had 
ormerly done very great Services to 
the Romans, Having delir'd toffee the 
Body of Alexander, he look'd upon it 
attentively, and handled it ſo much, 
that 'tis ſaid he broke off the top of the 
Noſe. After which, as thoſe of the 
Country would have ſhewn him the Bo- 
dies of the Ptolomies, © He did not vouch- 
* ſafe to ſee them, ſaying, that he came 
* to ſee a King, and not dead Bodies, 
© He had the ſame contempt for A4ps, 
* alledging for his reaſon, that he had 
* been accuſtom'd to worihip Gods, and 
* not Oxen, Having thus made Egypt 
tributary to Rowe, he gave the Govern- 
ment of it to Cornelius Gallus ; for he 


would not only not put a Senator into 


K 2 that 


132 ] 
that Poſt, but he made a Law, that 
none of that Order ſhould ever ſtay in 
this Country, without his expreſs leave. 

The Money he got from the Egyptians, 
went partly to reward the Soldiers, and 
the reſt was put into the Treaſury, or 
{crv'd to adorn the Temples. 

Thus Egypt was brought under Sub- 
zetion, which the Gods ſeem'd to have 
given Preſages of before ; for it not only 
rain'd Water there, but ev'n Blood, tho 
in all the time paſt, they had never ſeen 
a drop of Rain. There alſo appear'd 
a Dragon of a prodigious bigneſs, that 
hiſs'd in a dreadful manner. Some of 
thoſe Meteors too were ſeen, which the 
Greeks call Comets. There were Appa- 
ritions of dead Men, and the Statues 
of the Gods ſeem'd to weep. Beſides 
all this, Apis himſelf roar'd moſt dread- 
fully. Ceſar being come back to Rome, 
the Senate decreed him very great Ho- 
nours, which tis not neceſſary to give 
a particular deſcription of. The firſt 

thing he did, was to Triumph with a 
_ great deal of Pomp and Magnificence, 
and then he went to depoſit in a Tem- 
ple the Ornaments of Cleopatra. Tho' 
the had been vanquiſhd and taken Pri- 
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ſoner, yet her Reputation did not fail 
to ſpread it felt rhrough the World, 
and to this day, her Statue in Gold is 
to be ſeen in the Temple of Venus. Cz- 
ſar made publick Rejoycings for ſeveral 
days together, in honour of his Victo- 
ries, in which there was ſhewn, a Sea- 
Horſe, and a Rhinoceros, which was the 
firſt time they had ever been ſeen at 
Rome, This laſt is an Animal ſome- 
what like an Elephant, that has a Horn 
at the end of the Noſe, from whence 
it has its Name. About this time, Craf- 
ſus who had been ſent by Cz/ar thro' 
Greece and Macedon, to the Banks of the 
Danube, overcame the Myftans, and the 
Baſterni, and flew Deldon their King 
with his own Hand. After which he 
ſubdued Thrace, and beat the Geres in 
ſeveral Battels, which ſtill was a great 
addition to Czſar's Fame and Glory. 
- Thus the Romars, after having been 
govern'd by Kings, or rul'd by their 
Magiſtrates in the form of a Common- 
wealth, for the ſpace of ſeven hundred 
twenty five years, fell a ſecond rime 
under a Monarchy, Not but that Cz- 
far had it under deliberation, whether 
he ſhould not entirely diſmiſs his Ar- 
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mies, in order to reſign the power to 
the Senate and People. He even pro- 
pos'd the thing to Agrippa and to Me- 
cenas, from whom he kept nothing ſe- 
cret, to have their opinions upon it. The 
firſt, having a regard to Juſtice only, 
advisd him to ſurrender the Empire, 
and to reſtore to the Roman People, 2 
Power which was their due: But Mzce- 
as conſidering the Utile alone, main- 
taind that nothing was ſo glorious as 
an Empire lawfully acquir'd. So that 
Czſar giving into this laſt opinion, con- 
firm'd his Sway, and took the Title of 
_ Emperor ; not as twas given heretofore, 
but in a ſenſe that implied an abſolute 
power -over the whole Empire, which 
had been granted by. a Decree of the 
Senate to Ju/zus Czſar his Father, his 
Children , and Grand-children. Aftter- 
wards being made Cezfor with Agrippa, 
he reformd the Senate; not that he 
drove out any one by force, but he 
exhorted them to judge themſelves, by 
examining, into their Births, and their 
paſt Actions. Beſides which, he made 
an Order, that no Senator ſhould go 
out of 7zaly without his expreſs. leave, 
which: is obſerv'd to this day : " the 
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Senators 'are only-allow'd to go to $5- 
cily, 'or- into Gallia Narbonica, becauſe 
there are no Armies in thoſe two Pro- 
VInCes, 

Czſar gave his Siſter's Daughter to 
Agrippa in Marriage, and allow'd him 
the Honour in Camps, to have a Tent 
like his own, and to give the Word to 
the Soldiers equally with himſelf, AFf- 
ter all the Wars were finiſh'd, Cz/ar 
govern'd the Roman People with ſo much 
Prudence and Moderation, that not on- 
ly the moſt vertuous did not hate him, 
in looking upon him as their Maſter, 
but they even bore a very great affeQi- 
on to him, and conſider'd him as a ve- 
ry indulgent Father, For beſides that 
he filld Rome with marks of his Mag- 
nificence,. in rebuilding thoſe places that 
were gone'to ruine; he applied his cares 
ſo well, that nothing was wanting, and 
every thing flouriſh'd there. Yet fur- 
ther, he gain'd the Hearts of private 
Men by abundance of good Deeds. And 
now relying upon all theſe things he 
proposd in an Aſſembly of the Senate, 
_ to quit the Empire, and to re-eſtabliſh 
the Commonwealth. But he did not 

find their minds diſpos'd to comply with 
Wh, ""Þ 4  bim 
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him in it, (if one ſhould not rather ſay, 
that they acted according to his inten- 
tions, ſince 'twas but a ſeeming deſire, 
and very far from his deſign) tor they 
who once uſurp the Royalty, uſually 
take the ſame method for a colour to 
their Uſurpation, by inſinuating a be- 
lief that they receive from the Hands 
of the People, an Authority which is 
only an effect of their Violence. Thus 
Czſar had no ſooner made the propo» 
ſal, but they ſet up a great clamour 
ſome with anill deſign, others out of 
fear, as being doubtful of the thing ; 
and ſome too with a good intention, 
becauſe having a deeper infight into 
Aﬀairs, they knew 'twas impoſlible for 
the State any longer to flouriſh without 
a Prince. Ina word, all in general ob- 
lig'd him to keep the Empire, and fo 
much the more willingly, not only be- 
cauſe the greateſt part of Men were 
diſguſted with a popular Government, 
by reaſon of its frequent Emotions, but 
alſo becauſe they had an extream good 
opinion of Ceſar, ſo that they eaſily 
{utter d this Revolution of State. At- 
terwards they made an Order, that his 
ordinary Guards ſhould be allow'd w_ 
S 
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ble pay to oblige them toa more zeg- 
lous and diligent care of his Perſon, 
Thus the Empire was equally confirm'd 
to him by Senate and People. 

After which affeQing to appear Po- 

lar, he charg'd himſelf with all Af- 
Fairs that requird any extraordinary 
Diligence, and declar'd, that he did not 
pretend to govern ſingly ſo many Peo- 
ple and Nations, nor to keep all his 
Life the Governments he enjoy d. Thus 
he left to the care of the Senate, ſuch 
only as for want of force were not in 
a condition to make any Diſturbance, 
alledging as a reaſon, that without be- 
ing obligd to maintain Armies there, he 
ſhould reap very great Advantages from 
thence, and kept thoſe Countries that 
were full of Warlike Men, that he might 
have all the trouble and danger, as he 
{aid, and the Senate be entirely ſafe 
and at eaſe. But his deſign in acting 
thus, was to weaken them abſolutely, 
and to have Armies at his Devotion. Tho' 
he had promiſed to quit after ten years, 
not only the Empire, but alſo thoſe 
Provinces that were faln to his ſhare, 
which he was to have reſigad intothe 
Hands of the Senate, yet he did not per- 

» Y form 
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form it ; but- after ten years were ex- 
pir'd, he got a continuation for the ſame 
term, and afterwards another ; ſo that 
he kept the Empire as long as he liv'd, 
by getting the term prolong'd after e- 

very ten vears. Which is the reaſon, 
that though 'all the ſucededing. Empe- 
rors have taken the Empire for their 
Lives, yet they celebrate a Feſtival e- 
very ten years, in which the Sovereign 
Power is continued to them. Afterwards 
abundance'-of Decrees were paſsd in 
Honour to him, among others they made 
an- Order, that' Laurel-Trees ſhould be 
planted before (his Palace, upon which 
ſhould be hung Crowns of Oak, as if 
he won Victories every Moment, and 
was always ſavmg fome' Citizen's: Life. 
Now the Emperor's Houſe is call d'the 
Palace, not that it had the name by 
vertue of any Decree, but' becauſe Cw- 


ſar eſtabliſh'd* His Reſidence at the Pa- 


jace, or place where the Courts of Ju- 
{rice- were held; - For the Houſe of Ro- 
mulns was call'd Palace, becauſe the 
place where 1t was built, was call'd fo 
before : But (mee, though the Emperor 
removes his Dwelling, where-ever he 
lives, his Honſe is call'd the Palace. 


Cz/g 
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Czſar likewiſe receiv'd the name of 
Auguſtus, from the Senate and People ; 
for though he had a very great delire 
to be calld Romulus, yet becauſe he re- 
flefted that it mighe give a ſuſpicionto 
ſeveral, that he had a deſire to make 
himſelf King, he quitted that purfuit, 
and contented himſelf with the Quality 
of Auguſtus, which had been given him 
as a Mark, that he was ſomething more 
than other Men, Auga/tus fignifying Sa- 
cred. Therefore the Greeks call'a him 
Sebaſtus, as who ſhould ſay, very wor- 
thy of Honour and Veneration : Which 
has fince paſt as well as the name of 
Emperor, to all the Princes that have 
reignd after him, to whom the ſame 
Qualities were given, in conſideration of 
their great Power, without calling them 
either DiCctators or Kings, which are 
Titles for ever baniſhd trom the Re- 
publick, though under this name of Em- 
peror a ſingle Man has the ſame Au- 
thority, and as with the ſame depen- 
dance that both did heretojore. Thus 
by vertue of this Quality, they have 
a power to levy. Armies, to raile new 
Taxes, to declare War, and to make 
Peace ; and in. a word, have the pow- 

cr 
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er of Life and Death over all the Se- 
nators. And as the dignity of Cexſor 
is incorporated with that of Emperor, 
they may alſo enquire into our Man- 
ners; ſo that they divide the People as 
they pleaſe, and put in and drive out 
of the Senate whom they will. They 
are alſo Chief Prieſts, by vertue of 
which they preſide over all the Cere- 
monies of Religion, and preſent to all 
Benefices. In a word, the Authority of 
Tribune, which is alſo annex'd to their 
_ dignity of Emperor, renders them in- 
violable ; ſo that if any one ſhould pro- 
nounce any Execration againſt them, or 
do them any injury, he is liable to be 
put to death as a Sacrilegious Perſon, 
without form of Proceſs. Therefore the 
Emperors take all theſe Titles in order 
to make itibe believd, that their Pow- 
er 15 deriv'd from the Laws. But be- 
ſides all this, they have a Priviledge 
which was never allow'd to any Citizen 
before them, which is, that they pre- 
tend to be above the Laws ; fo that 
they are not- oblig'd to any Rules, and 
claim an independence upon all writ- 
tenLaws. Ina word, except the Name, 
they have the ſame Power and Autho- 

E rity 
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rity which the Kings had formerly ; for 
the Names of Auguſtus and Czſar ſig- 
nifie nothing, and give them no ſort of 
power, the laſt being only the name of 
a Family, and the other a Title of Ho- 
nour. Perhaps that of Pater Patrize, 
gives them the ſame power over us, 
that a Father has over his Children, tho' 
it was not given them as a mark of 
their Power, but to oblige them to love 
the Citizens as their Children, and the 
Citizens to give them the reſpect due to 
a Father. Thus the Republick at that 
time chang'd its face, to take a better 
Form of Government, ſince 'twas im- 
poſſible it could be maintaind longer in 
the hands of the People. 

For what remains, 'tis impoſſible any 
longer to give an account of things 
with the ſame order we have follow'd 
hitherto, becauſe before the Senate and 
the People had information of eve: 
thing that paſs'd, - how diſtant ſoever rhe 
Countries were in which it happen'd, 
which not only made every body ac- 
quainted with all events, but gave oc- 
caſion to ſeveral to ſet chem down in 
Writing, beſides there were Annals, to 
which one might have recourſe to ſearch 


for 
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for every thing ; whereas afterwards a- 
bundance of things were done, which 
no body heard of, and though they 
might have been put in Writing, yet 
no body durſt depend upon them, by 
reaſon of the difficulty of knowing whe- 
ther they were true or not, eſpecially 
when every body was perſwaded, that 
nothing was ſaid or done at that time, 
but to flatter the Emperors, or thoſe 
who were moſt in credit with them. 
Thus ſeveral things have got belief in 
the World, which aQtually never hap- 
pend, and others which have been 
brought to paſs, have been buried in 
ſilence : The great extent of the Em- 
pire joynd to the multitude of Af- 
fairs, not permitting an exact infor- 
mation of all things, ſince ev'n at Rome 
it ſelf, and in the Provinces ſubje& to 
the Empire, there happens every day 
ſomething or other, which is only known 
to thoſe who have a ſhare in it, thereſt 
being wholly ignorant, that ever ſuch 
a thing was done. Wherefore I ſhall 
purſue the remainder of this Hiſtory, ' 
 1n following that order of timein which 
I ſhall have ſome grounds to believe 


things 
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things paſs'd, and ſhall leave the com- 
mon opinion, when I havegood reaſons 
to think, they did not happen in the 
time and manner the World has ima- 
gin'd. _—_ 

After C#zfar had receiv'd the name of 
Auguſtus, as we have ſaid, there hap- 
pen'd one Night a Prodigy very remar- 
kable. The T7iher of a ſudden over- 
flow'd thoſe parts of Rome that lay low, 
ſo that one might paſs over them in 
Boats; which preſag'd, according to the 
Soothſayers, that Czſar's Power would 
ſtill increaſe, and that he would be- 
come abſolute Maſter of Rome, Where- 
upon Awgaſtus redoubled his cares for 
the well governing of the Empire, in- 


aſmuch as he was perſwaded that it had 


been conferr'd upon him by the gene- 
ral conſent. He publiſh'd abundance of 
Laws, not by his own Authority alto- 


gether, for he proposd them firſt to 


the People, and gave every body the 
liberty to change what they thought 
fit Yet more he advisd with the Se- 
nators and Men of Quality in all things: 
For every ſix Months he choſe a Coun- 


cil of fifteen Senators, who were elect- 


ed by Lot, with whom he often far to 


do 
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do Juſtice ; nay, the Senate had cogni- 
zance of all Afairs as before, gave Au- 
diences, and made Anſwers to the Am- 
baſſadors of ſeveral Kings and Nations. 
The People alſo aſſembled to chooſe 
Magiſtrates, though they did nothing 
againſt Czſar's will, who either pro- 
pos'd thoſe whom he had a mind ſhould 
be preferr'd, or left them entirely to the 
nomination of the People, according 
to the ancient Statutes ; though at the 
ſame time he hindred thoſe who were 
unworthy, trom being promoted to Em- 
ployments, or that EleQtions ſhould be 
carried by Faction and Bribery. It is 
not enough to ſay, that he diſpos'd of 
all things in general ; for as they paſs'd 
in an Age very remote from ours, I 
think my ſelf obligd to enter into a 
detail of Matters. I dont ſay this as 
Abridger of Dzon, who liv'd in the time 
of the Emperors Severus and Alexander, 
but as John Xiphilin, Nephew of the 
Patriarch of the ſame Name, who have 
made this Abridgment of ſeveral of the 
Books of Dzon, under the Reign of the 
Emperor Michael, the Son of Ducas. 

While Augs/tus thus recommended 
himſelf to the eiteem of all the World 


by 
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by his prudent Government, and excet- 
lent Laws, Cornelius Gallus, to whom 
he had given the Government of E- 
gypt, being exalted 'with ſo conſidera» 
ble an Employment , began to forget 
himſelf extreamly ; for he not only 
grew unmindful of the reſp<& that was 
due to Auguſius, by ſpeaking of him 
in a very opprobrious manner, but he 
{et up his own Statues throughout Ee 
gypt, and had all his patt Actions en- 
grav'd upon Pyramids. Largus ons of 
his friends beings his Accuſer, Gallus 
was treated very ionominouſly, all his 
Eſtate being confifcated to Czſar's uſe, 
by a Decree of the Senate, which ob- 
ligd him to make himſelt away. Se- 
veral afterwards made their court to 
Largus, who grew every day more pow*- 
eriul, though none of the People of 
Quality; nay, the firſt time Procalas 
met him, he put his Hand upon his 
Noſe and Mouth immediately, to let 
thoſe that were in his Company under- 
ſtand, that 'rwas not ſafe to breath be- 
fore him. Another accoſted him with 
Witnelles, though he had no acquain- 
tance with him, and after he had ask'd 
bum if he knew bim, Largzs anſwering. 

L, NO, 
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no, he deſfir'd them to bear witneſs of 
what he ſaid, as if 'twas not in the pows= 
er of an ill Man to calumniate thoſe 
whom he never ſaw. 

In the mean time Auguſtus ſubdued 
the Aſturians and the Cantabri, People 
of Germany, and poſleſs'd himſelf of the 
greateſt part of their Cities, by the 
means of 7erentius Varro, and Titus Ca- 
riſftus his Lieutenants : Which having 
before made him open the Gates of the 
Temple of Jars, he now ſhut them a- 
gain #fter their Defeat, as having eſta- 
bliſh'd a general Peace throughout the 
whole Roman Empire. The Houſe of 
Anthony, which afterwards belong'd to 
Agrippa, and then to Meſſala, being 
burnt down, Auguſtus gave another to 
the Jaſt, and took Agrippa into his own 
Palace. At the ſame time the Pretor 
Servilias got a great deal of glory in 
the publick Sports, by furniſhing three 
hundred Bears tor Slaughter, andas ma- 
ny other Savage Beaſts of Africa. The 
Senate ſecing with what Honour they 
were treated by Czſar , being con- 
ſulted by him in all Aﬀairs, endeavour'd 
on their ſide to anſwer his goodneſs by 
a great many marks of Aﬀection. They 
exempted 
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exempted him by a Decree as Emperor, 
from obeying the Laws, giving him full 
wer to do what he pleas'd. 

While theſe things paſs'd at Rome, the 
Troops of the Empire made an Expedi- 
tion, which began and ended almoſt at 
the ſame time ; for Largas Governor of 
Egypt, having led his Army into Ara- 
bia, which is called the Happy, and had 
at that time Samos for their King, he 
met no body in his way that oppos'd 
him : But the Deſfarts, the heat of the 
Sun, and the Waters, which are very 
unwholſom in thoſe parts, made him 
ſuffer extreamly, inſomuch that the 
greateſt part of his Army died there of 
certain Diſtempers altogether extraor- 
dinary, which ſeizing firſt upon the 
Brain difloly'd it, then perfectly choak'd 
thoſe that were ſo affected ; or elſe af- 
ter having run through all the parts of 
the Body, they ſetled at laſt in the 
Legs, and took away the uſe of them 
abſolutely. The Remedy was to drink 
Oyl and Wine, or to bath the Body 
with it. But there was a ſcarcity of 
thoſe two things in the Army, for net- 
ther the Country produc'd any, nor 
had they made great proviſion of them, 
| Sang when 
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when they ſet out upon their Expediti- 
on. Sothat the Barbarians underſtand- 
ing the miſerable condition the' Romans 
were reducd to, fell upon them, and ha- 
ving beatthem in their firſt Engagements 
with them,and recoverd ſome ot their Pla- 
ces, they puth'd on their opportunity, and 
not only retriev d- all they had loſt, but 
drove Largss quite out of their Coun- 
try. This was the firſt time, as far as 
I can learn, that the Romans carried the 
War into Countries ſo remote on 'the 
{ide of Arabia; for they penetrated as 
far as a place call d Epipzla. | 

In the mean time Auguſtus, after he 
had been very often indiſpos'd, being 
then Conſul the eleventh time with Cal- 
pulnius Piſo, tell into a deſperate Sick- 
neſs, in which they loſt all hopes of 
his Recovery. Having ſummon'd the 
Magiſtrates, and the chief People of 
Rome, he put every thing in order, as 
if he were upon the point of - Death. 
Yet he namd no Succellor, tho' *twas 
the general opinion, that he would caſt 
his Eyes. upon Marcellus ; but after ha- 
ving diſcoursd ſome time of the pre- 
 fent State of the Republick, he gave 
a Memoir to the Conſul! Pzſo, which 
contain'd the Revenues of the Empire, 


and 
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and the Armies that were on foot, and 
his Seal to Agrippa. His Diſtemper at- 
terwards increaſing ſo much, that he 
could \not take any notice of the moſt 
important Aﬀairs, Antonius Muſa by the 
means of cold Baths and refreſhing Poti- 

ons cur'd him perfeAly. In conſideration 
of which Service, Czſar heap'd Wealth - 
upon him, and allowd him the privi- 
ledge of : wearing a Gold Ring, (for he 
was a Freedman ) which he grantednot 
only:to him, but likewiſe to all thoſe 
who did, or {hould for the future fol- 
low the ſame Profeſſion. But what 
happen'd afterward made it appear, that 
Muſa was too forward in attributing to 
himſelf an efie& of Chance, or rather 
of Providence; for ſome time after Mar- 
cel/as falling into fuch another fit of 
Sickneſs, though he usd him exactly 
after the ſame manner, yet he could 
not ſave his Lite. Every one admir'd 
that Ceſar had not left the Empire to 
Marcellus, (who was deſcended from 
that Marce/us who fought heretofore a- 
gainſt Zaxibal) eſpecially ſince he lov'd 
him tenderly, both as his Son-in-Law, 
and his Nephew. Beſides that he did 
him all the Honours he could invent, 
2mong the reſt, in the year of his 
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Edileſbip, he cover'd all the Forum with 
a Veil, during the whole year. But 
he did not think his Capacity ſuffici- 
ently advancd for a Station of that 
Importance ; for which reaſon he had a 
mind either that the People ſhould re-_ 
ſume their Authority, or that they 
ſhould of their own accord offer the 
Empire to Agrippa, whom he knew to 
be in very great eſteem with all the 
World. After his Recovery, perceiv- 
ing that this made Marce/us look upon 
Agrippa with an ill Eye, he ſent the 
laſt into Syria immediately, to prevent 
the ettefts of their miſunderſtanding. 
Nevertheleſs Agrippa, after he left Rome, 
did not go ſo far as Syria, but as he 
was not accuſtom'd to do things with- 
out great conſideration, he ſent his 
Lieutenants thither, and ſtaid at Lesbos 
in the mean time. What Czſ/ar did af- 
terwards was extreamly commended, 
and approv'd of by every one, for he 
delignd L. Seſtzus tor the Conſulſhip in 
his room, though he had formerly been 
of Brutus's Party, and had even ſerv'd 
in his Army, beſides that he kept his 
Pictures in his Houſe, and ſpoke of him 
continually with great Reſpe&t and Ve- 
neration. 
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neration. And now Czſar being choſen 
Difator by the People, who would have 
put a ſort of Violence upon him, by 
neagrny.- four and twenty LiQtors to 
im, in order to oblige him to accept 
of this Dignity, whereupon he rent his 
Cloaths before them, by which means 
he dexterouſly avoided the hatred and 
averſion that were fix'd to the Name, 
tho in effect he had more Power, and 
receiv'd more Honour than any of the 
 Dittators ever had. Marcus Primus, 
Governour of Macedon, who had been 
{ent for to Rome to anſwer an Accuſation 
againſt him, for having made War upon 
the Odrifans without order, ſometimes 
ſaying in his defence that 'twas by the 
command of Auguſtus, and ſometimes 
by that of Marce//us, Auguſtus appeard 
himſelf in Court, and anſwer'd nega- 
tively to the Judge, who ask'd him if 
he had given that order to Primus. Up- 
on which Murena the Advocate of Pri- 
mus, after he had declaim'd againſt him 
with an extream inſolence, having at laſt 
demanded of him, why he came thi- 
ther, and at whoſe requeſt he had been 
cited, he made no other anſwer, but that 

he was ſummon'd by the Republick. 
bL4: -: About 
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About the ſame time, the Ethiopians 
who' inhabit the Countreys which are 
beyond Fgypt, advancing under - the- 
Condud of Candace their Queen, as far 
as the City of Elephantis, ravag'd-. all 
they. found in their way, Upon this 
News, C. Petronius Governour of Egypt, 
march'd againſt rhem, obligd them to 
return faſter than they came ; and he 
tollow'd them fo cloſe, that cntring 
with them into their Countrey after ſe- 
veral Pattels in which they were always 
beaten, he took Tazape, the Capitol of 
the Kingdom, and lett a Garriſon in it. 
After which being unwilling to ſtay lon- 
ger there, and not being able to make a 
turther progreis, he return'd to Egypt. 
But ſome time aiter, the Ethiopians fal- 
ling upon the Garriſons he had left, he 
was obligd to make a ſecond Expedi- 
tion, in which he diſengag'd his own 
People, and drove the Enemy back 
again. by 

Auguſt:is being gone to Sicily, to put 
the Ailairs of that Iſland into ſome or- 
der, the People rais'd a Sedition at Rome, 
at the. Elettion of Conſuls; for tho 
their Power was very moderate, yet as 
ſoon 2s they could once get the Maſtery 

in 
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in any thing, 'twas impoſlible they 
ſhould, be quiet. Augytus was highly 
 diſpleasd at it, and ſince he could not 
be always at Rome, he ſent for Agrippa, 
and giving him Julia, who was then a 
 Widdow in Marriage, made him Gover- 
Nour of Rowe. "Tis ſaid, Macenas ad- 
vis'd Auguſtus to it, for lays he, * Since 
_ © you have raisd Agrippa to ſuch great 
© Honours, you. muſt neceſlarily either 
- put him toDeath ,or make him your Son 

1n Law. Auguſtus, after this,paſsd in- 
to Greece, where he careſs'd the Lacede- 
monians extreamly, and gave them great 
Priviledges upon the account of the ſafe 
retreat they had afforded Livia former- 
ly, when ſhe fled with her Husband 
| Nero. On the contrary he us'd the A4the- 
ans very ill, and among other things 

took gina 'from them. He alſo re- 
duc'd ſome other Towns to Slavery, 
which he thought had given ſome cauſe 
of Complaint to the Roman Citizens. 
Phraates fearing at that time, leſt Cz- 
ſar ſhould enter with an Army into his 
Dominmions, ſent him back the Stan- 
dards that had been taken in the defeat 
of Craſſus. Ceſar was extreamly OVEr- 
joy'd to ſee that he had recover'd with- 


out 
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out a blow what had been loſt in migh- 
ty Battels ; inſomuch that upon this oc- 
caſion he made Sacrifices, and entred 
Rome in Triumph. 

He was very much commended at 
this time, for his moderation in not en- 
deavouring to enlarge the Empire, and 
in being ſatisfied with the Preſent State 
of Afﬀairs. During the abode he made 
in Afa, where he confirm'd ſome Princes 
in their Royalties, depriv d others ; con- 
demn'd ſome Kings to loſe their Domi- 
mons, and extreamly applauded others 
in declaring them Friends and Allies of 
the Roman People, there came a World of 
Embaſſies to him from all parts ; The 
very Indians who had ſent Ambaſſadors 
to him before, confirm'd their alliance 
at that time, and made him abundance 
of Preſents, among other things of ſome 
'Tygers, which was the firſt time that 
thoſe ſorts of Beaſts were ſeen at Rome, 
and of a young Man without Arms, 
whoſe Feet ſupply'd the want of Hands ; 
ſo that he could draw a Bow, and play 
upon the Flute with his Feet as 'twas re- 
ported, About the ſame time, Zamar- 


* chus an Indian Sophiſt, whether out of 


Vanity, or becauſe he was broke w—_ 
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_ Ape, after the cuſtom of his Cone, 
threw himſelf alive into a burning Pike. 
Ceſar being upon his return to Rome, 
the Romans were preparing to meet him ; 
but he entred the City at Night accord- 
ing to his cuſtom, whenever he went out 
of Rome, or came in, always taking that 
time that he might incommode no bo- 
dy. Afterwards being reſoly'd to reform 
the Senate a ſecond time, and to reduce 
them to a fix'd number, he made ſeye- 
ral of them very uneaſy, which was the 
occaſion of many Confſpiracies againſt 
his Life, which made him oblige ſeveral 
to kill themſelves; Murena, who had for- 
merly ſpoke to him with a great deal of 
Liberty, was one. He alſo condemned 
ſome to Death, among others the Son of 
_— and treated the Father with the 
laſt contempt. For not being ſatisfy'd 
with having oblig'd him to come out of 
the Countrey to Rome againſt his Will, 
he made him appear in all Aſſemblies, 
that his fall and loſs of Power, might 
render him in ſome meaſure ridiculous : 
Yet he neither put him to Death, nor 
_ depriv'd him as long as he liv'd, of the 

Charge of High Prieſt, And now it 
being propos'd in the Senate to make 
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Geſar a.Guard of Senators; every Man 
ſerving i in his turn ; Anti/tivs not daring 
to oppoſe the motion directly, and on 
the ,othcr ſide being. unwilling to give 
his conlent : * Certainly , Gentlemen, 
wn ſays he, I am very untit to ſleep ne 
if Cizfar, becauſe 1 am apt.to.ſnore. in 
tho' he had, done ſeveral things againſt 
his, ſervice,'.yet he never reccivd Jy 
hurt upon tFat account. , 

Ceſar havin attempted to make an 
inyedtive ah, the Vanity of Women, 
and the incontinence of. Men, he was 
lavgh'd at: for his pains, :11/as much as 
the. paſſages of his own Family, ought 
to have made him {ilent, in, ſuch mat- 
ters ; for beſides that he. entertain'd (e- 
veral Women, .he liv'd ina ſcandalous 
ſubmiſſion to the Will of Livia, whom 
he had taken; from her Husband. 'So 
that once a certain Youth, who was 
accus'd of Marrying the Woman with 
whom he had betore committed Adul- 
tery, being brought before: him to re- 
ceive what puniſhment he ſhould. think 
fir, he found himſelf in a great dilem- 
ma ; for on: one fide he durtt not fend 
him away free, and on the other fide he 
did not well know how to puniſh him, 

Fn put 
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But after ſome deliberation he made this 
Anſwer. © The: Civil Wars, fays he, have 
* occaſion'd many diſorders among us, 
* which tis not neceſſary to call to mind; 
* wherefore let us only think of pre- 

venting the like for the future. Pylades 
and Bathillus, two famous Comedians, 
were in ſuch vogue at that time, that the 
_ Peopke throng'd to that degree. to ſee 
them upon the Theatre, that diſorders 
trequently happen'd ; on which occaſion 
Cz/ar being diſpleas'd one Day with the 
firſt of them, he replied, ©*Tis for your 
* Intereſt, Cz/ar, that the People ſhould 
* have nothing elſe in their Thoughts. 
About the ſame time there was a miſun- 
derſtanding between Czſar and Mecanas, 
about the Wife of the latter, her Name 
was Terentia, and her Husband was ſo 
paltionately tond of her, thar ſhe was 
encourag'd to contend with Zivia for 
Beauty. There was a Sea Moniter 
taken at this time of twenty Foot broad, 
and three times as long, which reſem- 
bled a Woman in all parts but rhe Head. 

Licinius, Julius Czfar's Freedman, to 
whom Avgyſius had giver the Govern- 
ment of Gaz/, movd by Tn 'infatiable 
avarice, made uſe of the *Romay Name 
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and Authority, to do a great many ill 
things in that Countrey. His Villany 

rew to that height, that he added two 
onths more to the Year, becauſe at 
the end of every Month, the Gauls were 
obligd to pay a certain Tribute to the 
Republick. Thus when he was accus'd 
before Auguſtus and Proſecuted with Vi- 
gour, ſometimes Czſ/ar appear'd to be 
ſ\urprizd with what was laid to his 
charge, and ſometimes excus'd Licinzus ; 
now he ſaid 'twas all done without his 
knowledge, and now he ſeem'd to give 
no credit to it, uſing ſeveral artifices to 
cover his ſhame, for having given ſuch 
an Employment to ſo unworthy a Man. 
But Liciniucunningly evaded all thePro- 
{ecution, and laugh'd at them ; for when 
he ſaw that Auguſtus was enrag'd againſt 
him, and upon the point of puniſhing 
him, he invited him to his Houſe, where 
ne ſhew'd him great heaps of Gold and 
Silver, with abundance of other very 
valuable things pil'd up together. See, 
my Lord, ſaid he to him, * I have col- 
* leed all this for the good of your 
* ſelf and the Republick, leſt ſuch a 
* quantity of Wealth ſhould have ex- 
* cited the Barbarians to an Infurretion 
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© againſt the Romans. I have preſery'd 
© it all for you, and at this time make a 
© Preſent of it to you. By this means 
he eſcap'd the danger, as if he had only 
ruin'd theſe Barbarians to oblige the Em- 
ror. 

After this Auguſtus ſent Tiberius and 
Druſus to the War. They vanquiſh'd 
thoſe Nations that inhabited the Banks 
of the Danube, and beat the Germans 
near the Ocean, Druſus died very young, 
but 7iberius out-liv'd Auguſtus, and ſuc- 
ceeded him in the Empire, tho' his Daugh- 
ter Julia had had two Sons by Agrippa, 
whom he had adopted, and declar'd Cz- 
fars, in order to ſecure himſelf againſt 
all manner of Conſpiracies. He did not 
{o much as wait till they were arriv'd to 
Manhood, but declard them his Succeſ- 
ſors in their Youth, foreſeeing that his 
Coat of Mail which he uſually wore un- 
der his Robes when he went to the Se- 
aate, would be of no great defence to 
him if there ſhould be any attempt 

made upon his Life; tho the Romars came 
to compliment him with great marks 
of afteion in the beginning of the Year, 
and made him a very conſiderable Pre- 


lent of Money, ſome more, and ſome 
leſs. 
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leſs : Which he generouſly return'd, 
and even' more, not 'only to'the Sena- 
tors, | but to others. He ſerv'd his 
Friends with ſo much Zeal, that one 
Day Mecenas and Apuleius being very 
roughly us'd at the Bar, becauſe they 
had ſpoke in defence of a certain Adul- 
terer, he came himſelf into Court, and 

| ſitting i in the Pretor's Seat, he did no- 
thing againſt the Authority of the Court, 
only commanded the Accuſer not to 
ſpeak injuriouſly of his Friends, and then 
withdrew. Another time as he was com- 
plaining to one Cornelius of the diſor- 
| derly lite which his Wite led ; the other 
_ anſwering that he had married her by 
Iis advice, he grew very angry at the 
ireedom of the reply, yet without fſay- 
ing or doing any thing that was out of 
meaſure, he went out of the Court, 
and returning a little after, ſaid to his 
Friends, * I had rather conſtrain my felt 
* to do a thing againſt the uſual forms, 
* than be compell'd to offer Violence to 
any one. | have ſomewhat to ſay of 
Vedius Polio, who died about this time, 
tho' he never did any thing in his Liſe 
that deſerv'd to be mention'd, he was 
the Son of a Freedman, yet by reaſon Fe 
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his extraordinary Rickes and his inhu- 
man temper, all the Hiſtories make men- 
tion of him. He had Fiſhponds full of 
Lampreys, which he fed with humane 
fleſh, ſo that he often threw his Slaves in 
to be devourd by them. Having once 
invited Auguſtus to Dine with him, a 
Page broke a Chryſtal Glaſs, upon which 
he commanded him immediately to be 
thrown to the Lampreys. The Child 
fell proſtrate at his Feet for mercy, and 
Auguſtus, who alſo interceeded for him, 
ſeeing Pol/io inexorable ; © Bring me, 
* fays he to the Page, all the reſt of the 
* Glaſſes, for I have a uſe for them : 
Which being done, he broke them all. 
Upon this Po//zo having ſomewhat elſe to 
mind than a broken Glaſs, was appeas'd 
againſt his will. Dying ſoon atter, he 
left his Houſe to Auguſtus with a Scat of 
Pleaſure call'd Pau/lypa, which lics be- 
tween Naples and Puteol/i, But Cazſar to 
abolith the Memory of Pol/io at Rome, 
pull'd his Houſe to the ground, and built 
a Gallery in its room, which he call'd by 
the Name of Livia. He afterwards ſent 
feveral Colonies to divers Places, among 
the reſt into Gauland Spain, and built a 
Femple to Rowulas, ſupported by ſeven- 
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ty ſix Pillars. Czſar happening to live 
juſt as many Years, many have believ'd 
that *'twas not an effe&t of chance, but 
that the Gods had permitted this occur- 
rence by a ſecret of their Providence. 

In the mean time Dr«ſas, the Brother 
of Tiberius, being {ent againſt the Celtz 
who live beyond the Rhine, after he had 
polleſs'd himſelf of all the Countrey 
which was in his way, advancd as far 
as the Elbe, which coming from the 
Mountains (wells extreamly in the Plain, 
then goes to diſcharge it ſelf in the Nor- 
thern Ocean. 'Tis reported that in 
thoſe Parts, a Woman of a prodigious 
ſize met him, and ſaid to him, © Whi- 
* ther would(t thou go, ambitious and 
* infatiable Druſus 2 The Fates permit 
© thee not to extend thy Conqueſts: Re- 
* tire then, for all thy exploits will ſoon 
* end with thy Life. Tho' he obey d, 
and made his retreat immediately, yet 
he dicd in lis return to Rome, To com- 
fort Lzva jor this loſs, her Statues were 
erected, and ſhe was regilired in the 
number of Mothers, who had had three 
Children. For there was an Order made 
by the Authority of the Senate, and af- 


terwards confirm d by the Emperor, 
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that granted the ſame Priviledges to 
ſome Women, as to thoſe who had 
brought forth three Children : So that 
very far from being ſubject to the pe- 
naltics of barren Women, they on the 
contrary enjoy'd all the advantages 
granted to the moſt fruitful, being ca- 
pable among other things of receiving 
Legacies ; which ſeems rather to be a 
Decree of the Gods than of Men. Cz/ar 
afterwards expos'd a Liſt of all the Sena- 
tors, which has been always practis'd 
ſince, and increas'd the Fines of thoſe, 
Who abſented themſelves without a rea- 
ſonable excuſe. But the thing reſting 
there by reaſon of the multitude of De- 
Iinquents, he ordered that whenever 
they happen'd to be in great number, 
they ſhould caſt Lots, and every fifth 
Man was to be puniſh'd. When he was 
abſent, the Senate us'd to meet, and con- 
ſider of ſeveral Afﬀairs that were before 
them ; but tho' the thing was Ingroſsd, 
yet it had not the force of a Decree. 
"Twas call'd only the Authority of the 
Senate, as if it had been nothing but a 
form to {hew the opinions of the Sena- 
tors, which is expreſs'd in Latin by a 
Phraſe, which is not to be rendred in 
| M2 Greek 
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Greek by a ſingle Word. Auguſtus af- 
teacd above all things to appear popu- 
lar: To give you an Inſtance of this, 
a Soldier once, who had ſerv'd under 
him, defir'd him- to plead his Cauſe, 
Czſar being hindred at that time by 
ſomething or other, order'd one of his 
Friends to go for him : © But the Soldt- 
* er having replied to him in Anger, 
* When you had occafion for me, | 
© ſent no body in my room, and have 
* run through many Dangers to ſerve 
*you; he went immediately to the 
Court, and pleaded ior him. Another 
time one of his Friends being accus'd 
of ſome Crime, he went to detend him, 
and brought him off, after having firſt 
imparted the thing to the Senate. And 
he was fo far ſrom deſigning any hurt 
to the Accuſcr, though he had been 
violent upon him in his Pleading, that 
one day when he was brought before 
him as Cexſor, for having commitred 
ſome fault in point of Condud, he ac- 
quitted him. He ſaid, that the corrup- 
tion which was then among Mankind, 
made that liberty of ſpeaking necelſlary. 
' But he puniſh'd thoſe who were accus'd 
of conſpiring againſt his Life; and as 
iT 
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It was not lawful to give a Slave the tor- 
ture to make him witneſs againſt his 
Maſter, he order'd that when-ever the 
cafe happen'd, the Slave ſhould be ſold 
to him or the Republick, that by this 
means, having no longer any depen- 
dance upon the Perſon accus'd, he might 
be put to the Rack. Some found fault 
with him, for eluding by this Order the 
intention of the Law ; though others 
faio, that this Regulation was neceſlary, 
by reaſon of the trequent Confpiracies 
that were form'd as well again!t him, 
as the reſt of the Magiſtrates. After- 
wards he proposd again the Reſignati- 
on of his Power, another ten years be- 
ing expird, but he was oblig'd to keep 
it {till. Though he was born in the 
Month of September, vet he call'd the 
preceding Month by his Name, becauſe 
he had been firſt created Conſul, and 
nad perform'd ſeveral great things in 
rhe ſame Month, of which he was not 
a little vain. 

The Death of Maecenas, which hap- 
pend about this time, aftlifted him ex- 
treamly ; for he had not only render'd 
nm very conſiderable Services, but when- 
ever hegave too much way to his Paili- 
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on, he ſoften'd and compos'd his Mind. 
There needs but this one Inſtance to 
prove what I have faid, upon a day of 
Sellions, as Ce/ar was going in all ap- 
pearance to condem ſeveral Perſons to 
Death, Mecenas who was there not be- 
ing able to ſpeak to him for the Crowd, 
wrote theſe words in a Billet, * Riſe, Ex- 
* ecutioner : Then threw it to him, as 
if it had been ſomething elſe, upon 
which he roſe immediately without 
condemning any body. And he was fo 
far from taking ſuch liberties amiſs, that 
he was glad when his Friends attempt- 
ed to give a check to his Paſſion, when- 
ever he gave a looſe to it, either from 
his natural Diſpoſition, or the trouble 
and perplexity of his Aﬀairs. Mace- 
nas made him his Heir, though he had 
given him ſome cauſe of complaint with 
relation to his Wife. "Twas he who 
firſt built the hot Baths in Rowe, and 
was the Inventer of thoſe Abbreviati- 
ons, which are usd in Short-hand, ha- 
ving taught ſeveral how to uſe them by 
the means of Aquila his Freedman. A- 
bout the ſame time by reaſon of the fre- 
quent Fires that happen'd, the People 
c{labliſh'd Commillaries of oy , 

who 
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who were to preſide in their Diſtriats 
with the Robe of Magiſtrate, and each 
of them was to have two Lictors be- 
fore them. Czſar being extreamly dil- 
pleas'd to ſee Cazus and Lucius, the Sons 
of his Daughter by Agrippa, not only 
lead a very looſe Life, but alſo that the 
firſt ſhould be ſo indiſcreet, as to pre- 
tend to the Confulſhip, though he was 
not arriv'd to the Age requir'd by Law, 
pray'd to the Gods, that he might never 
ſee the time again, when a Conſul ſhould 
be choſen that was under twenty years 
of Ape, as it had happen'd to himſelf. 
* But Caias (till purſuing, his demand, he 
* told him, that ſuch a Station was: to 
* be fill'd by ſuch only who were of an 
* unblemiſh'd Converſation, and had 
* Vertue enough to put a flop to the 
© Violence of the Roman People. Af- 
terwards to oblige them to be more re- 
ſerv'd in their Condudt, he made 7:- 
berius Tribune for five years, and gave 
him the Government of Armenza, which 
had revolted againſt the Romans, But 
that only ſerv'd to exaſperate them the 
more, ſeeing how they were ſlighted, 
and to irritate them againſt Tiber:vs, 
who being apprehenſive of their Reſent- 
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ments, retird to Rhodes, under a pre- 
tence of going to follow his Studies. 
And that Lucius and Caius might be 
wholly unacquainted with his Deſigns, 
| he not only carried no Strangers with 
him, but he left behind him ſome of his 
beſt Friends. Though others pretend, 
the occaſion of this Journey was to ab- 
ſent himſelf from Julza his Wife, whoſe 
Condu& was grown unſufferable ; for he 
left her at Rome. FORTS TY 
In the mean time as there was an 1n- 
finite number of People whom the Pub- 
lick furniſh'd with Corn, Auguſtus re- 
duc'd them to two hundred thouſand, 
and gave to the People, as ſome have 
writ, four Crowns per Head, with pub- 
lick Sports, in - which fix and thirty 
Crocodiles were kill'd, the water being 
brought into the Circas PFlaminianus. 
He alſo made two Colonels of the 
Guards, for I ſhall call them ſo for the 
future, ſince Cuſtom has given them 
that Name. And now the Debauche- 
ries of Julia were grown to that height, 
that ſhe paſsd whole Nights in the 
publick places, and gave a looſe to all 
manner of Fxccſies. When Czſar came 
tro know it, he was inflam'd againſt her 
TON RAY TT TS 5H 
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[to the laſt degree ; for tho! he had be- 
fore ſuſpeed* that ſhe ' did not lead-the 
moſt retir'd Life imaginable, yet he had 
'no certain knowledge of her ſcandalous 
Courſes, for Princes know every thing 
| but what belongs to themſelves ; and 
as they can do nothing that is not im- 
mediately made publick, ſo they are 
the laſt that are made acquainted with 
their own Actions. No ſooner was Cz- 
ſar aſlur'd of this, but he grew into 
ſuch a rage, that he could no longer 
keep it within the bounds of his own 
Palace, but gave information of it to a 
full Senate. Julia was baniſh'd into the 
Iſland of Pandateria, whither her Mo- 
ther Scribonia follow'd her of her own 
accord, Among thoſe who had re- 
ceiv'd favours from her, Julius Antonius, 
who had hopes of coming to the Empire 
by her means, was put to Death, with ſe- 
veral other People of Condition, and 
the reſt were baniſh'd into ſeveral 1- 
flands. Several other Women being ac- 
cusd of the ſame Crime, he did not 
admit all that was brought againſt them, 
but aſſign'd a certain time, before which 

all that was paſt, ſhould be buried in_ 
Oblivion : ſq that tho' he had usd his 
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own Daughter with the utmoſt rigour, 
yet he ſhew'd Indulgence to others. He 
alſo ſaid , that he ſhould rather have 
choſen to be the Father of Phebe, than 
of Julia, This Phebe was Julia's Wo- 
man, who after ſhe had been the Conki- 
dent of her Debauches, kill'd her ſelf, 
which made C2ſar admire her. 
Afterwards when Caias went to make 
War in Armenia, Tiberius came to meet 
him at Chzos, where he not only ſhew'd 
him very great Reſpe&, and gave him 
place upon all occaſions, but even to all 
thoſe of his Retinue. Phraates King of 
the Parthians, having writ to Auguſtus 
to perſwade him to hearken to Peace, 
he made him an anſwer, in which with- 
out giving him the Quality of King, 
he commanded him to evacuate Arme- 
»ia; but Phraates being no ways fright- 
ned with this Bravado, ſent him a very 
fierce reply, aſſuming the Title of King 
of Kings, and calling him nothing but 
Czſar. Nevertheleſs there was a Peace 
concluded as ſoon as Caius was arriv'd 
in Syria, upon condition that the Par- 
thian ſhould reſtore Armenia, which he 
conſented to the more willingly, be- 
cauſe he was afraid of an Inſurrection 
at home. | Lucius 
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Lucius and Cazus dying ſoon after, 
Tiberius came back to Rome, He had 
acquird by the ſtudy of the Stars, a 
perfet knowledge of Futurity, and be- 
ſides, had a famous Aſtrologer in his 
Service calld Thraſyllus, who knew 
every thing that was to happen, as well 
to himſelf as others. Tis ſaid that 77- 
berius while he was at Rhodes, intended 
one day to throw him down a Precipice, 
becauſe he was the only Man that knew 
his thoughts ; but obſerving him to be 
very melancholy, he ask'd him the rea- 
ſon of it; hereplied, that he was threat- 
ned with a very great danger ; which 
fill d him with ſuch admiration, that 
he forbore to execute his Deſign. In a 
word, he could prefage things ſo well, 
that when he ſaw at a diſtance the Ship 
that brought 7zberius the news of his 
being recall'd to Rome, he told him the 
thing before the Ship arriv'd. The 
_ Military Tribunes, and the chief Men 
of every City turn by turn, carried the 
Bodies of Caius and Lucius to Rome, and 
there hung up in the publick Hall, the 
| Bucklers and Golden Lances which had 
been giventhem by the Knights, when 
they began their Youth. The People 
tay _ having 
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having once given the name of Lord to 
Auguſtus, he not only refus'd to accept 
of it, but forbid them to do ſo for the 
time to come. After which, a third 
ten years being expir'd, he was oblig'd 
to keep the Empire ſtill for ten years 
longer. Being now advanc'd in Age, 
he became leſs ſubject to Paſlion, ſo that 
he did not give ſuch frequent cauſe of 
complaint to the Senators, as he was 
wont. The Palace being burnt, tho' 
ſeveral Perſans made him great offers 
to repair the Damage, he contented 
himſelf with taking a piece of Gold of 
every Corporation, and a Drachma of 
every private Man. A piece of Gold 
among the Romans, 1s a piece of Money 
that 1s valued at twenty five Drachma's. 
The Greeks call it qpwooy, When Au- 
gyſlus had rebuilt the Palace, he made 
it all pyblick, whether 'twas becauſe 


the People had contributed to its Re- 


eſtabliſhment, or becauſe being High 
Prieſt, he thought that his Houſe ought 
ro belong to the Publick, as well as 
himſelf. The People being ſolicitous 
with him to recal his Daughter , he 
made anſwer, that they ſhould ſoon- 
cr ſee Water and Fire mixed together ; 

which 
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| which made them caſt a great deal of 
Fire into the Tyber, but without effect : 
Tho' at length he yielded by a fort of 
conſtraint to permit her toquit the Iſland, 
and to come into the Terra Firma, 
Several Perſons conſpir'd againſt him, 
but the chief of ther all was Corneli- 
as Cinna, the Son of 2 Daughter of Pom- 
pey the Great, which made him ex- 
treamiy uneaiie: For on one fide he 
would not put them to Death, becauſe 
he did not apprehend himſelf to be the. 
more ſecure in that caſe ; and on the 
otter, he duric not diſcharge them , 
for fear of authorizing the crime by Im- 
unity. He could not reſt Day or 
Night for the Anxiety it gave him, in- 
ſomuch that Zivia having once ask'd 
him the rcaſon of it, Auguſtus replied, 
* Who can be at reſt, My Dear Wife, 
ein the midſt of fo many Enemies? 
* Pon't you fee Feople conſpiring eve- 
* ry day againit Me, and my Empire? 
* And the Example of thoſe whom I 
* have puniſh'd, 1s fo far from leſſening 
* their Number, that on the contrary, 
* they are as eager for my Deſtruction, 
* aS if they were to purchaſe a Reward, 
* and defire nothing ſo much, as tO A 
riſh 
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* riſhin the purſuit of it. It is Not to 
© be wondred at, ſaid ſhe, that People 
* ſhould attempt upon your Life ; for 
© beſides that there is nothing extraor- 
* dinary in that, it is impoſlible that 
* you ſhould be able to rule ſo great an 
* Empire, without doing many things 
* that draw ſeveral Enemies upon you, 
**Tis not only Impracticable, that a 
* Prince ſhould pleaſe every Body, but 
© let him be never ſo Juſt, there is a 
© neceſſity that his Government muſt 
* diſpleaſe a great many. Firſt of all, 
* the number of the Good, bears no 
* proportion to that of the Bad, whoſe 
* various Paſſions it is impoſlible ever 
_ © to fſatisfie. In the ſecond place, a- 
* mong the Good themſelves, there are 
* many who pretend to more than can 
* be granted them, or not being able 
* to endure to ſee themſelves inferior to 
* others, throw the blame upon him that 
* governs. So that whether they find 
* fault with the Perſon of the Prince, 
* or his Adminiſtration, it is impoſlible 
* to avoid the hatred either of one, or 
* the other. Iam of opinion then, that 
* more is tobe gain'd in this matter by 
* Mercy, than by Cruelty, inaſmuch as 
£ * they 
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© they who Pardon, not only pain 
* the Aﬀection of thoſe to whom they 
© have been Gentle, ſo as to make them 
* ſeek all occaſions of ſhewing their 
© Gratitude; but they alſo win the e- 
© ſteem of all the reſt, who durſt not 
* for the time to come attempt any 
* thing againſt them. On the other 
* ſide, as to thoſe who are inexorable, 
© beſides that their Enemies retain an 
© jinveterate hatred for them,all theWorld 
* in general declares againſt them, fo 
* that People are continually forming 
© Plots againſt them, to prevent their 
© own Deſtruction. Don't you ſee how 
rarely Phyſicians have recourſe to vi- 
olent Methods in the cure of Diſtem- 
pers, and that on the other ſide they 
* recover many People by uſing Fomen- 
* tations, and gentle Remedies. Beper- 
* ſ\waded, Sir, that 'tis with the Diſtem- 
* pers of the Body, as with thoſe of the 
* Mind, which are not ſo different, but 
* the one often receives the ſame im- 
* preſiions as the other, what contrari- 
* ety loever there may be in their Sub- 
* ſtances. Fear dejects the Mind, An- 
* ger inflames it, Grief pierces it, and 
* Hope exalts it : So that tho' the Bedy 
an 
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* 4nd Mind appear very oppdſite, yet 
* there is a very near relation between 
* them, which is the reaſon that their 
F Diſtempers ought to be handled alike. 
* Yet more, as adiſcourſe full of can- 
© dour and gentleneſs, compoſes a Man 
* in Paſſion, and on the other fide, 
* rude. Words provoke thoſe who are 
* of the gentleſt Nature : So Cruelty 
* irritates the ſofteſt Tempers, and Cle- 
* mency wins upon the fierceſt Spirits ; 
* for every violent Action, let it be ne- 
* ver ſo juſt, muſt diſpleaſe, whereas 
* mildneſs gains all Mankind. For 
* which reaſon in order to obtain the 
* performance of any difficult thing , 
* Perſwafion is of more ſervice than 
* Force. In a word, Nature gives ſo 
* great 4 propeniity to both, that the 
* wildeſt Beaſts are to be tam'd by en- 
* tleneſs, and the moſt Savage, by giv- 
* 10g them Food; whereas the tameſt 
* and molt timerous, are often made 
* formidable by ill Treatment and Pro- 
* vocation. I don't fay this to infinu- 
* ate, that all in general are to be par- 
: * don'd that are culpable : On the con- 
' trary, I adviſe you to give no quar- 


* ter to the Seditious, to the Protane, 
* to 
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" to diſturhers of the Publick Peace, and 
« in aword, to thoſe who run on in their 
* Crimes, without giving any hopes of 
* Amendment ; ; juſt as Phyſicians cut off 
* thoſe Members entirely, that give no 
x Symp ptoms of doing well. 
As for thoſe who fall into Errors 
* through the raſhneſs of Youth, want 
* of Experience or Prudence, whether 
y * of themſelves, or by the inſtigation of 
* others, [ adviſe you to correct them 
* gently, to frighten them, and ſome- 
* times to puniſh them more or lets 
roughly, according as the caſe requires: 
' * Thus without expoſing your ſelt to a- 
* ny danger you may baniſh ſome, and 
* diſgrace others, Sometimes you may 
; condemn. theſe to a pecuniary Puniſh- 
ment, ſvmetimes baniſh thoſe into ſome 
. remote City, or ſome diſtant Coun- 
« try. Several have been ſeen to forfake 
* their ill Courſes, upon loſing what 
- they made pretenſions to aſter a long 
- purſuit; and others have reform'd 
* themſelves, upon conſidering the ab- 
\ ject condition their follies had plung'd 
* them into, though a Man of Spirit 
* would rather chuſe to die, than to 
; . ee himſelf reduc'd to theſe Extremt- 
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, ties. Which is a ſufficient evidence, 
. that theſe ſorts'of Puniſhments' are ſo 
far from being too mild, that'bn the 
contrary, they are the moſt effe&val ; 
beſides that by this means we do our 
buſineſs, andentirely ſccure our ſelves. 
Yet further, we ſhould never be able 
to hinder the World from beheving, 

that we put ſome to Death for their 
* Eſtates, ſome out of fear. of their 
* Credit, and others out of Envy, with 
* relation to their Merit, eſpecially con- 
* ſidering the difficulty of perſwading 
* People that a private Man who has no 
* Supports, durſt make an attempt up- 
* on one who is eſtabliſh'd in fo high 
* a degree of Power, and Maſter of fo 
* great an Empire. For which reaſon 
* fome would talk as I have faid; -and 
* others would tax us with entertaining 
* falſe Reports, inaſmuch as thoſe who 
* ſpread them, having receiv'd Money 
* from the Enemies of thoſe whom they 
* accuſe, or having been deny'd ſome 
* favour which they had ask'd of them, 
* invent a great many things to undo 
* them, and not only charge them with 
* ſome fats that are paſt, or give a 
* jealoutie of them for the future, but 
* pre- 
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' pretend to lay'-hold of every word 
. they have ſaid, and ev'n accuſe them 
' of: keeping filerice upon certain oc- 
* cafions, or only of anſwering by their 
* Tears 'or Laughter, And a great mma- 
*ny other-things after this ſort, which, 
admitting they were true, are not fit 
© tobe taken notice of by Men of any 
* Spirit.or Condition, and leſs to be re- 
*, ported to you, ſince the ignorance of 
* them is no ways prejudicial to you 
* whereas the knowledge of them muſt 
* put yow into ſome diforder in ſpite of 
* your very ſelf. This alfo makes People 
* believe, that we condemn ſome with- 
* out form of Proceſs, and that we only 
* ſuppoſe others guilty of Crimes; in 
* order to put them to Death againſt al! 
* manner of reafon: For 'twill never 
* be believ'd, that we have taken the 
* Depolitions of Witneſſes, and obſerv'd 
* all the Formalities that are ufual in 
* fuch caſes; and though there is no 
* manner of ground. for this opinion , 
yet tis always the fenſe of the Peo- 
ple, when any one has been execu- 
ted. 1 
* But, my Dear Augaſtas, you ought 
* not only to avoid committing” the 
N 2 * lealt 


Lag 


C 
c 
C 


[ 180 ] 


j * leaſt Injuſtice, but alſo to prevent be- 
" ing accus'd of it, For though 'tis ſuf- 
* ficient ior private Men to commit ho 
« faults, a Prince ſhonld be exempt from 
| the very (uſpicion of them. You rule 
* over Men, and not Beaſts, and you 

* have bur one way to obtain their 
* Good-wills, which is to make them 

© believe that you'l hurt no body, not 
* only from your own Inclination, but 

"even when the deportments. of ſeve- 

- ral Perſons ſhould ſeem to oblige you 

* toit. A Man may make himſelf fear'd 
| by force, but love muſt be inſpird by 

* Gentleneſs and Clemency ; which 1s 

| . eaſily obtaind, when all People fee 

that they are kindly us'd. On ' the 

| - contrary, it they once believe that a- 

| _ ny one has been condemn'd unjuſtly, 
* the fear they are in of the like acci- 

* dent, neceſſarily draws after it a hatred 

; ' tor the Author. Now for a Man to 
* maintain his Power by fear, beſides 
- that the thing is odious in it ſelf, is 
* to get nothing in the end but Miſ- 
' chiet ; inaſmuch as moſt 'Men are of 
- Opinion, that though others may take 
* revenge for the leaſt injuries that are 

* done to them, yet Princes ought to 


* take 
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* take notice only of thoſe who wrong 
- the Commonwealth, and to make no 
* account of them who direQly attempt 
upon themſelves. The reafon of that 
is, becauſe they are ſupposd to be 
well guarded, and ſecure from all man- 
ner of danger, while thoſe who con- 
" ſpire againſt them, are judgd to be 
« Weak in compariſon. Thus as | am 
' ſtrongly perſwaded of theſe Fruths, 1 
* adviſe you to put none of thoſe to 
' Death, whom you have caus'd to be 
© apprehendsd ; for in a word, Princes 


. , Arc made to defend their Subjects, not 


- only againſt their Enemies abroad, but 
likewiſe thoſe at home, and not to 


MF . vex and torment them. And there is 


* much more glory in ſaving the Life 
- of a Citizen, than in deſtroying it. 
A Prince ſhould govern with ſweet- 
- nels, gain the love of his People by 
his good Deeds, correct them gently 
" when they fall into Errors, and de- 


: . prive them ot the power of doing ill, 


* if they perſiſt in their bad Courſes. He 
- ought likewiſe to pity thoſe who make 
| {lips through Weakneſs, and to help 
to ſet them right before they are quire 
" loſt. *'Tis a piece of great Prudence, 

N 3 * and 
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" and which belongs to none but Men 
' of Power, to overlook the: faults of 
the Populace, fince if all Crimes were 
* to be puniſh'd with Rigour, the great- 
* eſt part of the Earth would ſoon be 2 
* Wilderneſs. 
* Fadviſe you then, My Dear Au- 
* Luſtus, not to put thoſe to Death whom 
* You have in Cuſtody, but to puniſh 
' them in another manner, which may 
« make them incapable of doing you 
* any hurt for the time to come. For, 
* what prejudice can you receive from 
2 Man that is baniſh'd into an Iſland, 
or confind to ſome Country-Houſe, 
where he ſhall not only be without a 
retinue of Servants, but where he may 
_ * be kept under a ſecure Guard, if it be 
| thought neceſlary. If indeed we had 
* any. Enemies Country in our Neigh- 
: | bourhood, or if we were not abſolute 
_ * Maſters of the Seas round about us, 
io that after having conſpir'd againſt 
"US, they might find ſome fate Retreat ; 
© orif [taly were full of Cities girt with 
, | ſtrong Walls, and provided with eve- 
*ry[thing neceſſary to make a long Re- 
*fiſtance, ſo that we might have ſome 
. Featon. ro tear thoſe. who ſhould ſeize 


* upon 
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* uporr themz then T confeſs we onght 
* to take other Meafures. Bat ſince all 
* the Towns are out of a condition to 
© fiuſtain a Siege, ſince the Enemies of 
* the Empire are ſo remote, fince there 
* are fo many Seas, Countrics, Rivers, 
* and inaccefſible Mountains between 
* them; is there any reaſon to fear pri- 
* vate Men without Arms , without 
© Support, who may be ſhut up in the 
* midft of your Dominions, and every 
* where ſurrounded with your Armies 2? 
© Let us begin then to day to make this 
* Experience,of thoſe who have conſpir'd 
, againſt you, perhaps they change their 
Condquet, and thew Example may in- 
* cline others to do the like. You ought 
© firſt to conſider that Cornelzus who: is 
© of thenumber, is a Man of Quality ; 
* and inthe ſecond place, that Severi- 
* ty doth not cur off the Root of the 
« Miſchief, which is 'a truth that you 
© and all Mankind ought to reſt fatis- 
© fied in: For 'twould be an excelfent 
* method indeed; if it would render 
* Men Wiſe and Prudens, and would ob- 
* lige them to' love fincerely againit 
© their Wills. But while the Sword picr- 
* ces the Bodies of ſome, it alienates at 
N 4 * the 
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* the ſame time the Minds of others, 
* and. a Prince is ſo far from gaining 
* Friends by ſhedding of Blood, that eve- 
"ry day's experience tells us, that the 
* fear People are under of the like Uſage, 
© begets an irreconcileable hatred againſt 
* the Author of the Puniſhment. On 
* the contrary, thoſe who are forgiven 
* repent of what they wauld have done, 
_ * are aſhamd of their Deſigns, and are 
* ſo far from any further Attempts a- 
* gainſt their BenefaQor, that they en- 
* deavour to give him teſtimonies of 
* their Gratitude, in order to obtain 
* 2 greater Recompence ; becauſe they 
* perſlwade themſelves , that they have 
* realon to expect all things from a 
* Man whohave ſav'd their Lives, after 
* they had conſpird againſt him, if 
* they happen to do him any Signal Ser- 
* vice. Believe me then, My Dear Hus- 
* band, ſuffer your ſelf to be prevail'd 
* with by my Reaſons, and to change 
* your Cuſtom ; by this means youl 
* give occaſion to believe, that all the 
* tormer Violences were nothing but a 
* pure effet of the necellity -of the 
* time, and that you gave into it by 
* conſtraint, ſeeingit was not poſlible of 
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*2a ſudden, to change the popular 
* Government in ſo great a City, into 
* a Monarchy, without effuſion of Blood ; 
* whereas if you follow the contrary o- 
* pinion, the People will reſt perſwa- 
© ded, that you toak a pleaſure in all the 

* former Cruelties. 


This Diſcourſe of Livia, made ſo 


deep an impreſſion upon the mind of 
Auguſtus , that he immediately ſet all 
the Priſoners at liberty, after having 
given them a light Reprimand, and at- 
terwards preferr'd Cornelius to the Con- 
ſulſhip, and gain'd his affection to that 
degree, as alſo that of all the reſt, that 
there was not only ever after no Con- 
ſpiracy againſt his Life, but no body 
ever had the leaſt thought of it. Un- 
der the Conſulſhip of Cornelis and Ya- 
lerius Meſſala, there happen'd a terrible 
Earthquake, and the 7yber overflow'd 


with that force, that it threw down the 


Bridge that was built upon it, and for 

ſeven days together, one might go in a 
| Boat all over Rome. The Roman People 
about this time had in their Service three 
and twenty Legions, of which there re- 
mains at preſent but nineteen, The 
ſecond, which is call'd Auga/talis, has 
BY its 
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its Winter-Quarters in England, Of the 
three thirds, the firſt ſifmam'd Gak- 
lica in Phenicia ; the next caltd the Cy- 
renian in Arabia; and the other known 
alſo under the name of Augu/talis in 
Namidia. The fourth calf'd Scythicain 
Syria ; the fifth call'd the Macedonianin 
Dacia. Of ' the two ſixths, that which 
is namd the Yidorious i the lower 
part of England; and the other call'd 
the Iron-Legion in Judea, The ſeventh 
ſirnamed the Claudian in upper Myfra. 
Fhe eighth alſo\calPd Aaga/ſtals in the 
upper Germany 5 the tenth, call'd the 
Twin , becauſe- 'tis compos'd - of two, 
which were united in the upper Panne- 
ia ; the eleventh calld the Claudian in. 
the lower Myffa'; (for there are two 
which bear the name of Claudzus, be-' 
cauſe in the Sedition whiets happen'd 
under Camtt1zs, they madeno Reſiſtance) 
the twelfth firnamed the | Thunderer in 
Cappadocia; the thirteenth; which is-one- 
of the Twins in Dacia'; the fourteenth: 
in' upper Panmnonia ; the fifteenth calFa: 
Apollinarisin Cappadocia ; the laſt is the: 
twentieth calf'd the Yalerian and the: 
FVittorious both together. Theſe are what 
is left of the'Legions, which were in the 
K- time 
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time of Auguſtus : : The reſt have been 


either quite broke, or incorporated in- 


to others, which ts thought to be the 


reaſon that fome of them' were calF'd 


Twirs. There are beſides thefe the Em- 
perors Guards, which are divided into 
ten Companies, and fix thouſand Men 
for the guard of che City, divided like- 
wiſe pb four Brigades. There is alfo 
a good Body of foreign Horſemaintairr'd, 
among the reſt the Batavians, fo callf'd 
from the name of their Country, which 
is an Hfland form'd by the Rhine, whoſe 


Inhabitants are in reputation for being 
exceflent Horfemen. 


 Fhus Auguſtus having occafion for a 


great deal of Money to keep up fo ma- 
ny Troops, -exacted the twentieth part 
of Inheritances, Legacies, and Donati- 
ons from the Dead; in which he ex- 
cepted the Poor, and near Relations, 
pretending 1n chat reſpect to act accor- 
ding to the direCtions found'in the Me- 
moirs of Czfar. This made the Romans 
very uneaſie, as alſo the Famine about 
this time, which was fo ſevere, that 
they were forc'd to baniſh the Gladia- 


tors and the Slaves that came for Sale 


a hundred Miles from Rome, Every bo- 
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dy reform'd his Train, Auguſtus himſelf 
diſcharg'd ſeveral of his Officers, and 
there was a general ceſlation of all 
Buſineſs. When the Famine was at an 
end, Auguſtus in the name of Germanz- 


cus, the Son of Draſus, and of his Bro- 


ther, gave publick Sports in the Circus, 
in which an Elephant overcame a Rhi- 
noceros, and a Knight who had been 
very rich heretofore, fought as a Gla- 
diator. And now old Age joynd with 
his Infirmities, hindring him ſrom ſpeak- 
ing in private, with all thoſe who had 
any Afﬀairs with him, he gave Audi- 
ence fitting upon a Tribunal in his Pa- 
lace, after having before conſulted with 
his Friends, and gave Commillion to 
three Conſular Men, to treat with the 
Ambaſiadors of thoſe Princes and Na- 
tions that came to him upon any bu- 
ſineſs of State, allowing them full 
power to give Anſwers, except there 
was any thing in debate, which ought 
tobe communicated to him, or requird 
to be authoriz'd by a Decree of the 

Senate. | 
About this time, as Germanicus the 
Son of Druſus, who commanded the 
Army in Dalmatia, where the War then 
was, 
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was, carried on the Siege of a ſtrong 
Place, without making any great pro- 
greſs, a German Horſeman threw a 
Stone upon the Parape? with ſuch a 
force, that he looſned the whole frame, 
infomuch that it tumbled down, and 
made a Soldier Priſoner who was upon 
it ; which put the reſt into ſuch a Con- 
ſternation, that they retir'd immediate- 
ly into the Citadel, from whence they 
made their compoſition, and ſurrendred 
themſelves. In the mean time Batroz, 
who was the Author of the Revolt of 
the Dalmatians, and had done the Ro- 
mans a great deal of Miſchief, deſira 
a Conference with Tiberius, in order to 
treat of a Peace. Being met together 
the next day, 7iberjius fat upon the 
Tribunal, and faid to him among other 
things, * Who perſwaded you, ſaid he, 
* to take up Arms againſt us, and to 
* make War upon us fo long? 'Twas 
_ * for this reaſon, replied the other, be- 
* cauſe you did not ſend Shepherds cr 
* Dogs to guard your Flocks, but Wolts. 
In a word, Dalmatia was then made 
tributary to the Empire. 

But. on the other tide the Roman Peo- 
ple ſufterd a great loſs in Germany, whe 
O 
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of uintilius Varus was Governour. For 
while the Germans were brought - by 
degrees to' forget the Cuſtoms of their, 
Country, the thing was almoſt inſenq- 
ble to them, and they ſupported it well 

enough. But when Yarus left his Com- 

mand in Syria, and took this Govern» 

ment upon him, thinking to make them 

change their Manners all at once, treat- 

ing them like Slaves, and -levying Mo- 
ney upon them, as if they fad been 
Subjects; being no longer able to endure 
his Conduct, they Revolted, not open- 
ly, but under a falſe ſhew of Friend- 
{hip. For as Farus was marching a- 
gainlt ſome Barbariayxs, they came to 
joyn him, pretending to aſliſt him in 
the War; and when he was, got intoa 
difadvantageoas Ground, they took their 
opportunity, and attack'd him when he 
leaſt expeCted it, and ſurrounding him 
on all ſides, pourd a ſtorm of Darts 
upon his Men, who not being able to 
a{liſt one another, or to eſcape by Flight, 
periſh'd together in this manner one at- 
ter another : As for Yarus, he with the 
moſt conſiderable Men of his Army , 
kill'd themſelves. 


At 
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_ — At the news of this Defeat Auguſtus 
tore his Cloaths, and 'plung'd himſelf 
in'Grief, partly in regret for the Troops 
that had periſh'd, and partly out of 
fear, leſt the Germans ſhould not only 
invade /taly, but ſhould pierce as far as 
Rome ; for there was not a ſtrovg place 
between them to hinder them ; befides 
the Allies from whom he might have 
expected ſome Aſſiſtance, were them- 
ſelves reduc'd to great difficulties. Ne- 
vertheleſs he put things into the beſt 
order their | preſent condition would 
admit of. - But when he ſaw that none 
of thoſe who were at age to bear Arms, 
would liſt themſelves, he made them 
all caſt Lots, and taking the fiith Man 
of thoſe who were under five and thir- 
ty, and the tenth of thoſe who were 
above, he confiſcated' the Eſtates of the 
reſt, and put a mark of Infamy upon 
them. And when notwithſtanding all 
this, ſeveral refus'd ſtill to go to the 
War, he was oblig'd to put ſome of them 
to Death. After which, having aflem- 
bled all the Yeterans and Freedmen he 
could, he diſpatch'd them immediately 
into Germany, under the condudt of 77- 
berius, But afterwards hearing that 
ſome 


[ 192 ] 

ſome of the Soldiers had eſcap'd from 
the Defeat, and that the Enemies had 
not dard to advance as far as the 
Rhine, he was deliver d from a very 
great fear. While things were in this 
poſture, the Fortune-tellers and Men of 
Prediction, were forbid to ſpeak with 
relation to the Lite of any one, either 
in private or before Witneſſes. Tho' 
Auguſtus in his own particular made ſo 
little account of thoſe things, that he 
ſhew'd every body the Conſtellation un- 
der which he was born. Being now 
old, he by a Memoir recommended Ger- 
manicus to the Senate, and the Senate 
to 7iberins: Yet he did not read it 
himſelf (for his Voice was gone) but 
Germanicus, who was uſually charg'd 
with Commiſſions of that Nature. Af- 
terwards to expreſs his grief for the 
loſs ſuſtain'd in Germany, he defir'd the 
Senators to come no more to his Palace 
to pay their Court to him, nor to take it 
amiſs it he did not converſe with them 
as he us'dto do; for they went to com- 
pliment him continually, when he was 
ſitting in the Forum, or at the Palace, 
and when he came in or went out of 
the Senate. Yet more, not only the 

Senators 
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Senators went to pay their duty to him 
-at his Palace, but alſo the Knights, and 
abundance of the Plebeians, and he u- 
ſually receivd them ſitting, or lying 
upon a Couch. About this time he 
renew'd. his term of ten years for the 
Government of the Republick, L. Ma- 
uatius, and C, Silius being Conſuls. His 
Infirmities increaſing now. every day, 
he demanded twenty Counſellors for 
a year, having before had but fifteen, 
and their Commiſſion laſted but fix 
Months. Afterwards obſerving that the 
exaCtion of a twentieth was an extream 
burthen upon ſeveral, the fear he had 
leſt it ſhould occaſion ſome Diforders, 
made him write to the Senate to find 
out ſome other [mpoſt. His deſign was 
not to get the Tax of the twentieth re- 


mitted, but he had a mind they ſhould 


be oblig'd to acknowledge that there 
was no eaſier way to raiſe Money , 
and ſo they ſhould receive it with leſs 
difficulty. And leſt if Germanicas and 
Druſus gave their opinion, it {hould 


be taken for granted, that twas by his 


order, fo that the thing (hould pals 


Nemine contra dicente, without any more 


debate, he forbid them both to ſpeak 
O upon 
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upon the Subject. Thus ſeveral things 
were proposd, of which they gave him 
advice by Letters, and finding by their 
debates, that they would rather endure 
any thing, than that kind of Tribute, 
he laid a Tax upon Country-Houles and 
Lands, without any ſpecification, nei- 
ther how much, nor after what manner 
it ſhould be raisd. He only ſent ſome 
Perſons to ſeveral places, in order to 
make an enquiry into the Eſtates of 
private Men, and likewiſe of Commu- 
nities, that the apprehenſion of a greater 
Burthen, might diſpoſe the Proprietors 
to pay treely the firſt Impoſition, which 
fell out accordingly, | 

While Auguſtus was taken up with 
what we have faid, it happen'd that 
at the Augaſtalia, or Games that were 
celebrated every year upon the day of 
his Birth ; a Fool ſitting in the Chair 
that was Conlſecrated to Julius Ceſar, 
took oft the Crown, and put it upon 
his Head, which was an ill Omen for 
Auguſtus, as the ſequel verified. For the 
year following going into Campania, at- 
ter he had celebrated publick Sports at 
Naples, he died at Nole, under the Con- 
ſulthip of Sextus Apulezus, and Sextus 
Pompeius, 
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 Pomperus, His Death. had been prefag'd 
by ſeveral very extraordinary Prodigies, 
and very eaſie to underſtand : For there 
was a great Eclipſe of the Sun, partof 
the Firmament appear'd all on Fire , 
there fell down flames to the Earth, and 
there were Comets of the colour of 
Blood. Yet more, the Senate having 
order'd publick Prayers for his Health, 
the Gates of the Palace were found 
ſhut; an Owl that was ſitting. upon it 
ung, and the Lightning that tell upon 
his Statue in the Capzzol, effac'd the firſt 
Letter of the Name of Cz/ar , which 
made the A4ugars fay, that he would 
be of the number of the Gods a hun- 
dred days after, becauſe the firit Letter 
of that Name marks the number of a 
hundred among the. Latizs, and the reſt 
fignifies God in the Tuſcan Tongue. In 
a word, Auguſtus died of a fit of Sick». 
| neſs,;. not but that ſome have ſuſpeed 
that Zzvia advanc'd. his end, which ne- 
vertheleſs ſeems. to me very improba- 
ble. They tell us, that ſhe being ap- 
prehenſive of his recalling to Rowe, A- 
ippa Son of. Agrippa , who was at 
: _ time in bamſhment at ſome lfland, 
in- order. to- leave, hin the Empire, pot- 
Oz {on'd 


[ 1596 ] 
ſon'd Torne Figs that were upoti aFig- 
Tree, where Auguſtus us d to gather 
them (himſelf, and while ſhe was cat- 
ing others, ſhe gave him ſome of thoſe 
that were poiſon” d. But whether 'twas 
ſo or not, being faln ſick, he immedi- 
ately ſummon'd” his Friends, and after 
having told them what was to be done, 
; In a word, ſays he to them, 1 leave 
' you a City of Marble for one of Brick 
* that I found; in which he did not 
mean fo. much the magnificence of 
Buildings, as the greatneſs and extent 
_ of the Empire. Then he defir'd them 
to clap their Hands, as the Audience is 
wont” to do at the end of a Play, 
by which he ſeem'd 'agit were'to laugh 
at Human Life. ' He died the nineteenth 
of Auguſt, upon which day he was cho- 
{en Conſul the firſt trme, after having 
liv'd ſeventy five Years, ten Months, 
and twenty four Days, (being born the 
twenty third of September) whereof he 
Reign'd from the time of his Vietory 
at Aitium, forty four years abating ir 
teen days. 
_ His Death was not ichindligceds di- 
vulg'd, becauſe Tiberits being then in 
I; Livie conceaPd it till he”ar- 


rivd 
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fv" at Rome, for Tear of Diſorders: 
The” principal Men'of each Town in 
their turns, carried his Body from Note. 
When he was near Rome, the' Knights 
went themſelves td fetch the Body, and 
brought it by Night into the City. 
The Senate met the next day, the 
Knights were there in their Parade- Ha- 
bits, and the Magiſtrates in Senator's 
Robes without the purple Trimmings. 
Tiberius and Druſus his Son wore Robes 
of Cinder-colour, like thoſe the Judges 
have ' when they give Sentence ; oth 
preſented Incenſe to the Body, but no 
Trumpet ſounded. Every body fat in 
his uſual place ; that is to ſay, the Con- 
fuls in Chairs below, one in the Pre- 
for's 'Ohair, and the other in the Chair 
of the Tribune of the People. After- 
wards Polybius read his Will, becauſe it 
was not the buſineſs of a Senator. Te- 
berius was made Heir for two thirds, 
and Livia for the reſt, as ſome have 
believ'd ; for Auguſtus deſiring ſhe ſhould 
| ſhare the advantages of is Fortune”, 
had got the Senate's leave tro make her 
a Gift much more. conſiderable, than 
was allow'd by the Laws. Beſidestheſe 
two Heirs nam'd, he left ſeveral Coun- 

04; _ try 
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try Houſes and Money, as Legacies to 
many of his Relations, and to People 
that: were in no degree of Conſangui- 
nity to him ; among whom. there were 
not only Senators..and Knights, but e* 
ven Kings. As to the Soldiers, he left 
to each of the Pr&@torians ſix Crowns : 
To thoſe who were diſtributed into the 
ſeveral quarters of Rome to guard it, 
halt of that Sum; and to all the Po- 
pulace two Crowns per Head. Yet 
more, he order'd that when the Chil- 
dren of thoſe who had made him their 
Heir, ſhould be at Age, they ſhould 
have their Eſtates again with Reſlituti- 
on of the Meſne Profits, which he al- 
ways practis'd in his Life-tumne. For 
whenever he was nam'd Heir by thoſe 
who left Children, it they were grown 
to be young Men, he immediately put 
them into poſſeſſion of the Eſtate of 
their Father, it not, as ſoon as they 
came to Age. Yet though he (hew'd 
ſo much goodneſs to the Children of o- 
thers, he would never recal his own 
Daughter from Exile, though when he 
died, he left her a Legacy ; but he com- 
 manded, that ſhe ſhould not be buried 
ia his Tomb. Thus much for his wk 
PA: Fe | Aiter 
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After which four Metrjoirs were brought, 
which Dr#ſns read, The firſt contain'd 
the Order which he defir'd might be 
obſerv's at his Funeral. The ſecond, the 
moſt remarkable Actions of his Life, 
which he order'd to be engrav'd upon Pil- 
lars of Braſs, and plac'd upon his Tomb. 
The third was a Liſt of all the Troops, 
Revenues, Expences, Money, what 
Fund there was im the Treaſury, and 
other things which concern'd the Main- 
tenance and Support of the Empire; 
and by the fourth, he gave ſeveral 
Inſtractions as well to 77berias, as to 
the whole Republick ; among the reſt, 
not to mfranchiſe too many Slaves, 
Teſt Rome ſhould be filld with a mix- 
ture of all ſorts of People; not to grant 
without difficulty, the Priviledge of the 
Roman Freedom , that there might be 
always a great difference between them 
and their Subjeas; to give Employ- 
ments to none but Men of Experience, 
and never to truſt a ſingle Perſon with the 
Government, leſt he ſhould have anAmbi- 
tion to make himſelf King, or leſt it he 


ſhould not ſucceed in his Deſign, his 


Ruine ſhould draw after it that of the 
whole Commonwealth. He advisd them 


O 4 not 
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not to think of enlarging the bounds 
of the Empire, becauſe it would make 
them leſs capable of keeping what they 
had already, fo that inſtead of growing 
greater, they would be in danger of 
loſing their ancient Dominions. Which 
he always praQtisd in his Life-time ; 
for though he could eafily have poſ- 
ſels'd himſelf of ſeveral Countries be- 
longing te the Barbarians, yet he de- 
clin'd the thing. When all his Inſtructi- 
ons were read, they proceeded to the 
Funeral Ceremonies. 

Firſt the Body was laid upon a Bed 
of Gold and Ivory, trim'd with a pur- 
ple Lining embroider'd with Gold, but 
was not to be ſeen. Before appear 'd his 
Statue in a triumphal Habit, which was 
brought from the Palace by thoſe who 
were deſign'd Magiſtrates for the fol- 
lowing Year. Another all of Gold was 
carried from the Senate : A third was 
born in a Triumphal Chariot, and be- 
hind all this, tollow'd the Statues of his 
Anceſtors and Relations that died before 
him, except that of Julias Ceſar, who 
had been put in the number of the 
Gods. Then came the Images of all 
the ancient Romans, who had been of 

any 
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any conſideration, from the time af  Ro- 
mulus to that of Pompey, whoſe Image 
appear'd among them. There appear'd 
likewiſe other Emblems, that repreſent- 
ed all the Provinces he had ſubdued. 
They proceeded in this order to the 
 Placeof Harangues, where the Body was 
ſet down ; then after Drsſ/as had read 
ſome Papers, 7 iberius by a decree of the 
Senate, deliver d the Funeral Oration in 
the preſence of all the People from the 
Tribune's Seat, call'd Ju/za. After which 
the ſame Perſans who carried the Corps 
thither, took it up and carried it thro' 
the Triumphal Gate, as the Senate had 
order'd, which was there in a Body, and 
aſſiſted at the whole Ceremony, as did 
' all the Knights with their Wives. All 
the Guards, and in ſhort every body 
that was then in Rome attended the So- 

lemnity. | 
When the Body was put upon the 
Pile, which was erected in the Field of 
Mars, the Prieſts firſt made their Pro- 
ceſſion round it, after them the Knights, 
then the Magiſtrates; and in ſhort all 
the Soldiers in Rome throng'd thither, 
and threw upon the Pile all the Rewards 
they haa got by ſignalizing themſelves 
in 
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in his ſervice. When this was done, the 
Centurions'ſet fire to the Pile, which was 
ſoon in flames; and at the fame time an 
Eagle was ſeen to fly ont of the Pile, 
which mounting in the Air made the 
People believe, that it carried the Soul 
of Auguſtus to Heaven. When all was 
over, every body retir'd but Livia, who 
remain'd there five Days with the moſt 
conſiderable of the Knights; after which 
ſhe gather'd up his Bones and went to in- 
ter them. The Men wore black only 
for ſome Days, according to the cuſtom 
of rhat time, but the Women mourn'd 
2 whole Year by order of the Senate. 
And tho' for the preſent, few People 
truly regretted the loſs of Auguſtus, yet 
after his Death, when they came to be 
ſenſible of the change, and of the great 
misfortunes that ſucceeded it, they re- 
fleted upon his Reign as an Age of Gold. 
"4 tear was of an obliging nature, 
very liberal, had a great refpe& for his 
Friends, and took a pleaſure to ſee them 
uſe x freedom with him. There needs 
no other Inſtance of ir than this. Arhe- 
wodorus coming, into his Apartment in a 
clofe Chair, pretending to be a Woman, 
ruſh'd our upon him ſuddenly with a 
4 Dagger 
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Dagger in his Hand, and, faid to him : 
* Are you not afraid leſt ſome body at 
* one time or other, ſhould take ſuch an 
*..opportunity to come and murder you? 
At which Auguſtus was ſo far from bein 
angry, that on the contrary he thank' 
him for it. Several things of the like 
nature are reported of him ; among the 
reſt, that he never ſhew'd his anger to 
thoſe who had diſpleas'd him, and that 
he always kept his word even to thoſe 
who were altogerher unworthy of it ; 
For having promis'd ten Sefterces to him, 
that ſhould bring to him alive a famous 
Robber, call'd Coracota, againſt whom 
he was very much provok'd, becauſe he 
had plunder'd and deſtroy'd every thing 
he met in Spazz 3 The other coming in 
Perſon to deliver himſelf to him, he not 
only gave him the promisd Summ, but 
enrich'd him afterwards. This diſpoſi- 
tion in him made the Romans regret his 
loſs, beſides that he had blended Mo- 
narchy and the Popular State together, 
without taking their liberty away, and 
tho' he had made himſelf Maſter, yet 
every body was happy ; inaſmuch as be- 
ing equally ſecure from the Violence of 
the Populace, and the Vexations of a 

| Ss Tyrant, 


hg] 
| 
RL 


[200 ] 


Tx22& 


bred the miſeries of the Civil Wars, 
threw the blame upon'the times, and the 
juncture of Afﬀairs, for they could not 
in reaſon make any judgment of him, 
but by what he did after he came to be. 
ſole Maſter of the Sovertign Power. 
: The duration of his Government was 
not a little ſerviceable to his Glory, 'and 
the eſtabliſhment of his Authority ; for 
moſt of thoſe who had been very Emi- 
nent in*the time of the Republick being 


Dead, the reſt knew nothing of a Popu-. 


lar State ;- (o that being contented with: 
the' condition in which' they had been 

brought 'up, they were not only not un- 
eaſy with the preſent Government, but 
they were pleas'd with it. Eſpecially 
iceing their condition was preferable to 
that of their Fathers, from whom they 
had learn'd all the former miſerijes. And 
tho' they were not ignorant of theſe 
things during the Life of Augyſtus,' yer 
after his Death they knew'thern much' 
better, inaſmuch as by a certain _ 
| x 
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"fied to humane nature, we are hardly 


ſenſible of any Enjoyment, till we come 


to regret the loſs of it. This was ſeen 
1n a lively manner after the deceaſe of 
Auguſtus, who was lamented by,all Man- 
kind, as ſoon as they ſaw the vaſt differ- 
ence between his Conduct and that of 
Tiberius. For in ſhort, their manners 
and method of Government were ſo ve- 
ry oppolite, that it was ſuſpe&ted he 
was nam'd to ſucceed Auguſtus only for 
this reaſon, that the Vices of 7zbertus, 
might. give a greater luſtre to the Ver- 
tues of the other. 

The Roman People after they had put 
Auguſtus into the number of the Gods, 
and declar'd him Immortal, made Livia 
his Prieſteſs, and call'd her Auguſta. She 
made a Preſent of ten Se/terces to Nume- 
rius Atticus, a Senator and Pretorian for 
affirming upon Oath that he ſaw Augu«- 
ſtus mount up to Heaven, as Procalus 
formerly did with relation to Romalus. 
A Temple was likewiſe order d to be 
built in Rowe in Honour of Augy/tus, 
which was aiterwards pertorm'd by Lz- 
via and Tiberius, Several others were 
alſo built in other Places, partly by con- 
ſent of the People, and partly again(t 


their 
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their Wills. Yet more, the Houſe where 
he died at No/e was Confecrated to him, 
and twas ordered that his Statue ſhould 
not be born at any Funerals, and that the 
Tribunes upon the account of their be- 
ing Sacred, ſhould celebrate the Auguſta- 
lia. This is what paſt in the time of 
Anguftus, 


THE 
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REIGN 


OF THE 


EMPEROUR 
TiIBERTUS 


TIBERIUS, who was a Patri- 

cian by Birth, and had been Edy- 
cated with great Care, was of 

ſo ſingular a temper that he never diſco- 
ver'd his thoughts, and conceal'd all 
his deſires, fo that his Sentiments were 
diretly oppoſite to his Diſcourſe. Thus 
when he wiſh'd for any thing, he ex- 
preſs'd an averſion to it, and on the. 
other ſide pretended to defire what he 
was extreamly afraid of, When his mind 
was moſt ſerene, he was then to out- 
ward appearance molt angry, and when 
S- 


he was really in choler, he afteted to 
Teem moſt quiet. He ſeverely puniſh'd 
thoſe whom he pretended to pity, and 
us'd indulgence to others whom he had 
ſometimes ill us'd. He careſs d his great- 
eſt Enemies, asf they had been his moſt 
intimate Friends, and ſhewd a frowning 
countenance to his Favourites. In ſhort 
his Maxim was, that no body ought to 
know the bottom of a Prince's thoughts. 
If he had fix'd there, thoſe who were 
concern'd with him might have known 
without much difliculty, by what mea- 
ſures to guide themſelves ; for by taking 
all his words in the contrary ſenſe, they 
might have known his meaning. But 
beſide what we have ſaid, he was rais'd 
into ſuch a Paſſion, when any one dif- 
cover'd his thoughts, that he put ſeveral 
to Death for this only Crime of finding 
_ out his defign. Thus none but thoſe, 
who being acquainted with his intenti- 
ons ſeem'd to take no notice of them, 
eſcap'd, ( which happen'd to very few ) 
for they were neither deceiv'd them- 
ſelves, nor incurr'd his hatred for pre- 
tending to know his thoughts. Tiberius 
being of ſuch a diſpoſition, writ Letters 
immediately from Rome, not only to the 
Armies, 
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Armies, but to all Natiohs, in which he 


did not take the Name of Emperor, be- 
cauſe he had refus'd that Quality, as 


well as all others which the Senate had 
ofter'd him, accepting the Inheritance 
of Auguſtus without taking his Sirname. 
Afterwards tho' he had Guards to attend 
him, he deſir'd the Senate's Protection 
againſt his Enemies ; which ſome body 
turning into ridicule, ſaid, * Twas his 
* opinion, ſince he had no Guards, that 
* he ſhould have ſome afſign'd him : To 
* which 7zberivs who conceiv'd the rail- 
© lery anſwer'd, that the Soldiers be- 
© long'd to the Republick, not to him. 
He manag'd all Aﬀairs, and Acted abſo- 
lately in every thing, pretending at the 
ſame time that he would reſign the Go- 
vernment ; firſt by reafon ot his Age, 
for he was already in his fix and fiftieth 
Year: And in the ſecond place, becaufe 
he was very ſhort-ſighted, ſeeing much 
better by Night than by Day. After- 
wards he deſir'd ſome Collegues, nor to 


govern jointly with him, as 'tis practis'd 


10 Republicks that are ruld by a ſmall 


number, but in order to divide the whole 


Empire into three parts, whereof him- 
ſelf would have one, and his Collegues 


P ſhould 


\ 
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ſhould have the other two. Rome with 
Italy was to be one part, the Armies the 
ſecond, and all the reſt the third. And 
as he was importunate with the Senate 
to grant him his requeſt, and they on 
the contrary pretended they would not 
conſent to it in any manner, A/1nias Gal- 
lus, uſing a certain liberty of ſpeech 
that was natural to him, tho' it put 
him in great danger, * Chooſe, faid he 
* to him, which part you would have. 
* To which 7zberius replicd, It is not ne- 
* ceſlary that he who makes the parts 
* ſhould chooſe, Thereupon Gays per- 
ceiving the danger his diſcourſe had 


thrown him in, did all he could to com- 


poſe him, and ſaid to him among other 
things, that what he had ſaid, * Was not 
* to oblige him to take one of the three 
* parts, but to let him know that the 
* Empire could not. be divided. Yet he 
could not - appeaſe him, and he was at 
laſt put to Death after having been very 
1l]-us'd for a long time. 

' Tiberius hated him before for marry- 
ing his Wife, whom he had put away, 
and tor being Father.in Law to his Son 
Druſus. In the mean time the Troops of 
Lermary taking notice, that Germanicus 

was 


[ ; : ] 


was of the Blood of Ceſar, and much 


more worthy of the Empire than 77he- 
rius, began to ſpeak of 7:berius with 
contempt, and Proclaim'd Germanicus 


Emperor. Upon which he endeavour'd 


immediately to bring them back to their 
Duty, but when he faw 'twas in vain, 
he drew his Sword as if he deſign'd to 
run himſelf through. Whereupon one 
of his Soldiers had the Inſolence to offer 
him his own, ſaying, * Take this, it has 
* a better point. In a word, he had all 
the difficulty imaginable to appeaſe that 
Sedition. After which his Son Caius Ca- 
ligula ( who was ſo nam'd, becauſe hav- 
ing been always bred among the Soldi- 
ers, he wore the military Robe which 
was fo calld) remain'd with them. 
Thus Germanicus, when he might have 
poſleſs'd himſelf of the Empire, con- 
ſidering how he was belov'd not only by 
the Romans, but by all the other Nations, 
would not accept of it : Which made 
Tiberius praiſe him and his Wite Agrip- 
pina highly ; yer he did not ceaſe'to mi- 
ſtruſt them both, beſides that he knew 
Agrippina was a Woman of a daring 
Spirit. This was it that oblig d him to 
govern himſelf with more moderation, 
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as long as Germanicus. livd, infomuch 
that he hardly did any thing by his own 
Authority, but imparted every thing to 
the Senate, with whom he conſulted 
_ upon the leaſt occaſion, and beſides 
made uſe of Counſellors. after the Ex- 
ample of Auguſtus. Nay, after he had 
| ſpoke his opinion, he did not take it ill 
when others were of a different mind ; 
| yet more, he did not ſhew any uneaſi- 
neſs when the opinion of. thoſe who 
were againſt him prevail'd. He often 
ſpoke his thoughts out after this man- 
ner, ( that every one might freely deli- 
ver his ſentiments) © If I was to dire 
*in\uch a buſinels, ſays he, I would or- 
* der this or that. Yetifurther, he fat in 
the Courts of Juſtice himſelf to hear 
Cauſes, and came before the Magiſtrates 
when he was ſummon'd, and ſometimes 
without. He made the Judges keep 
their Seats, and plac'd himſelf over 
againſt them, from whence he gave his 
opinion. He would not ſuffer any body 
| that was Free to call him my Lord, nor 
any but the Soldiers to give him the Ti- 
tle of Emperor. He retus'd downright 
the Stile of Pater Patriz, to receivethat 
of Prince of the Senate, according to 


the 


—_—,- 

the ancient Cuſtom. He would often 
ay, that he was Lord of the Slaves, 
Emperor of the Soldiers, and Prince of 
the reſt, He likewiſe us'd to wiſh that 
he might Live and Reign no longer than 
he could be ſerviceable to the Republick. 
In a word, he affeted ſo much to ap- 
pear popular upon all occaſions, that he 
would never ſuffer any rejoycings upon 
his Birth-Day, but what was obſerv'd 
before he came to the Empire. It was 
not allow'd to ſwear by his Fortune, and 
he took no revenge upon thoſe who 
broke the oath when they had ſworn it. 
Nor was it in this alone, that he con- 
form*d himſelf to the reſt of the Peo- 
ple, but alſo in not ſuffering any Tem- 
ple to be built in his Honour, or his Sta- 
tues to be erected. For he prohibited 
by an Edict, that any City or private 
Perſon {ſhould undertake to do it with- 
_ out his permiſſion, adding immediately 
after, 'that he would never ſuffer ir. 
When any one had ſpoken il} of him, 
or committed any impiety againſt him, 
_ according to the new Language that 
had been introducd, he never ex- 
preſs'd any uneaſineſs at it, nor ſuffer'd 
any: one to be troubled upon that ac- 

8 _ count; 
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count ; though he ſhew'd himſelf very 
zealous for the memory of Auguſtus, 
when any body fell into that crime with 
relation to him. For though at pre- 
ſent he did not puniſh them, yet in the 
ſequel he condemn'd ſeveral for it, in 
which he ſhew'd the reſpect he bore to 
him, as alſo in finiſhing thoſe Buildings 
which he had left imperfect, and order- 
ing his Name to be inſcrib'd. upon 


them. Sometimes too he conſecrated 


Statues and publick Works to him, and 
ſometimes he charg'd the Prieſts with 
the Commillion. He, likewiſe repaird 


_ all the Ancient Edifices that were falln 


to Ruine ( for he built nothing; -new 
but the 4ugy/tal ) and yet gave himſelf 
none of the Honour, but ſet the Names 
of their firſt Founders upon them. 
Though he was very ſparivg in what 
related to his private Expences, he em- 
ployd a great deal of Money. for the 
benefit of the Publick ; for he not 
only made a World of Repairs, but 
he was likewiſe very liberal, as well 
towards Communities as particular 
Perſqns, | 


When 
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_ When he made a Preſent of Money 
or any thing elſe, he faw it counted 
before, him, or had it brought upon rhe 
Spot, remembring that in the time of 
Auguſtus, they, thro? whofe Hands fuch 
Gratuifies paſs'd, committed great Abu- 
ſes. Thus he endeavour'd to prevent 
the like in his time. He made all theſe 
Preſents with the ordinary Revenues of 
the Empire, for he condemned no body 
to. Death for his Eſtate, nor confiſcated 
any Mans Goods, nor exacted Money 
by force. Nay, Emilius Reftus, Gover- 
nor of Fgyp?, having once ſent him a 
greater Sum than usd to be impos'd up- 
on the Country, he wrote back to him, 
that he would have his Sheep ſhorn, 
but not fleecd. He was extreamly 
Aﬀable, Courteous, and Humane , 
infommuch that he order'd the Sena- 
tors tO attend him in a Body, Jeſt in 
coming ſeparately, the ambition of get- 
tivg before one another, ſhould make 
them fall foul upon each other. He 
affeted to ſhew a great ſweetneſs in 
all his Actions, inſfomuch that the Ma- 
giſtrates of Rhodes having once forgot 
ro put at the bottom of a Letter which 
they wrote to him, the ordinary Wiſh- 
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es, after having ſummon'd them to ap- 
pear before him, as if he intended to 
puniſh them, he ſent them back with- 
out impoſing any thing elſe upon them, 
but to put in What was wanting. He 
had as much reſpect for the Magiſtrates, 
as if the Republick had been {till on 
foot ; for he roſe whenever he ſaw the 
Conſuls coming, going to meet them 
as far as the Door, when he invited 
them to Supper, and conducted them 
back again in the ſame manner. Yet 
further, he would not ſuffer any Senator 
or Knight to follow him, when he went 
in a Chair. He was very often at the 
Publick Shews, as well to honour thoſe 
who gave them, as to pleaſe the Peo- 
ple by appearing at the Feſtival. For 
it was never obſerv'd, that he took a 
pleaſure in any of theſe things; nay, 
the People expreſſing once a great de- 
ſire to infranchiſe a Dancer that was a 
Slave, he would not ſuffer it till the 
Patron conſented, and had receiv'd his 
Price. He conversd with his Friends 
as tamiliarly, as if he had been a pri- 
vate Man, pleaded for them in Court, 
was preſent at their Sacrifices, and vi- 
{ited ttiem when they were Sick, with- 
; | A out 
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out Guards or Attendance. Yet more, 
one of his Friends being dead, whom 
he lov'd extreamly, he made his Fune- 
ral Oration in publick ; whenever there 
was any Meeting, or any Sports cele- 
brated, he ſaw the Solemnity from the 
Houſe of one of his Officers, or Freed- 
men, where every body had caſe acceſs 
to him. 

| He took down the Pride and Arro- 
gance of his Mother Livia, who was the 
moſt imperious Woman that ever was ; 
for ſhe receivd in her Apartment the 
Senate and Plzbeians, whenever they 
came to pay their reſpects to her, order- 
ing the thing to be inſerted in the pub- 
lick Regiſters. Yet more, her Name 
was for ſome time put joyntly with 
that of Tiberius , at the Head of all 
Diſpatches. In ſhort, ſhe tyranniz'd as 
Empreſs in every thing ; for as her Au- 
thority had been very great in the Reign 
of Auguſtus, and beſides, pretending that 
Tiberius was oblig'd to her for the Em- 
pire, ſhe not only took upon her to 
ſhare the power with him, but to be 
Miſtreſs: Inſomuch, thar her Flatterers 
advis'd her to call 7iberius by her own 
Name, that as the Greeks took their 


Names 


not ſuffering the leaſt extravagance in 
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Names from their Father, he might de- 
rive his from his Mother. But 7:be- 
rius being. extreamly pravok'd at it, 
was \hardly perſwaded to, ratifie any-of 
thoſe things that ſhe was concern'd in, 
and at length remov'd her entirely from 
the management of Afﬀairs, without 
leaving her any power, but over her 
Family ; . where as the continued to plague 
him, he left her abſclutely at laſt, and 
went into the Iſland of Caprea, to be 
at the greater diſtance from her. He 
was very ſevere to. his Son Druſus, who 
was ſo cruel and violent in his Nature, 
that a ſort of Swords whoſe edges 

extreamly ſharp, has been ſince call'd 
by his Name. He often reprov'd him, 
as well in publick as private. . Once 
among other times, he faid to him be- 
fore a great many People , © Take no- 
* tice, ſays he, that I will not ſuffer you 
*to do the leaſt wrong to any. body, 
*as long as.I live, and if . yon. dare 
* Attempt it, I ſhall take effeual care 
. to put it out of your power, to do it 
*evn after my Death. Indeed T zbert- 
us was very moderate for ſome time, 


Manners, inſomuch that he puniſh'd ſe- 
veral 
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veral for offending in this kind. Tho' 
many People wore purple Robes, af- 
ter they were forbid, he reprimanded no 
bady for it ; but one day when it rain'd, 
having put on' a Robe drawing upon 
black, they durſt not wear. any other 
for the future. \  — 
_ After this manner did he behave him- 
ſelf, as long as Germanicus liv'd, but af- 
ter his Death, as if he had been deli- 
ver'd from an Enemy of the Empire, 
he. chang'd his condu& entirely, Tho' 
he did not immediately pay | the Lega- 
cies which Augaſius had left to the Peo- 
ple by his Will,. yet in the. Sequel he 
diſcharg'd this Debt upon the following 
occaſion. One day as a dead Body was 
carrying thro' the Market-place, ſome 
body went cloſe to the Body, and pre- 
tended to whiſper to it ; being ask'd 
what he had ſaid, * He replied, that he had 
_— to let Auguſtus know, that 
* the People had not yer ſeen a penny 
* of what he. left them. Tiberius or- 
* derd him.to be put to death upon the 
* place, faying by way of Raillery, that 
© he might carry his Meſlage hirnſclt - 
and yet a little after he pay'd the Lega- 
cies, giving them two Crowas p27 ticad, 
| He 


ITC 


« would! abt be prefefit at a ſingle 
LANE, 'of two Knights, in which'ofe 
being Kilf'd;!he forbid - the other evet 
fight in the ſame mariner. The $6n 
of. "Drafſis dying aboutthis' time, it did 
not interrupt any of his ordinary Ati 
ons. He ſaid, that the Republick ought 
not to/ (hare any of 'the' Misfortunes 
that befell/ the Prince. Druſus himſelf 
being made Conſul, he perform'd all 
the functions of the Office joyntly with 
his Collegye, juſt as if he had been-a 
private Mar; nay, 'he carried it fo far, 
that when' he was nam'd ſome bodies 
Heir, hechelp'd to -carry his Body. At 
the" fare time he was ſo very fubje&t 
td Anger, >tHar once he firuck a Knight, 
for 'whithhe was 'eall'd Caſtor. "He 
would likeWſe drink'to Exceſs, and when 
the Wie had" got the Maſtery over 
him, he would do! very extravagant 
things 3 among, others, ' one | Night be- 
ing ſurmon'd' with the Soldiers of the 
Guard, to aſliſt ſome "People who were 
ſurpriz'd by Fire, when they ask'd for 
Water he 6rder'd ſoine/ to be 'given 
them that/ was boiling. hot. Under the 
Conſulſhip of Taurus Statilius, and L. 
Lito, Tiberius prohibited the uſe.*of 
wrought 


f[o22 } 

wrought Silks, and Gold-Plate, except! 
at Sacrifices ; which making-{ome Pego- 
ple -doubt, whether that npon which 
any Emblems were engrav'd, was com» 
prizd, he ſpecified the thing by a ſe- 
cond Edid&, .and the word Emblem not- 
being ealily .exprelſs'd in Latzn, he or- 
ders the Greek' word to: be put in- 
Neither would he receive the teſtimony 
of a Centurion in Greek, tho' before he 
had . heard ſeveral Cauſes in this Lan- 
guage. But at this time he did nor 
think it proper to be done. He never 
did any hurt. to Yibius, who affected 
to. ſit in the Chair in which J«lzu Ce- 
far was killd : This Yibias had alfo 
Married Cicero's Widow, upon which 
two things he valued himfelf as much, 
as. if the Chair had transform'd him 
into. CZ2ſar, and his Wiie into an excel- 
lent Orator. And theſe things were {0 
far from putting him into any dan- 
ers that he was afterwardsmade Con- 

ful. | | 
Tiberius put to Death all the torcign 
Aſtrologers and Magicians, and baniſh'd 
thoſe who were born at Rome, tho he 
was himſelf perpetually with Thraſy/us, 
_ whom he conſulted every day about 
Futurity, 


a 
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Futurity, being himſelf very skilful in 
that Science. Inſomuch, that being or- 
derd in his Sleep to give Money to 
ſome body, he knew by the Rules of his 
Art, that *twas a Demon appear'd to him, 
ſo that he put the Man to Death. A- 
bout this time one Clement Agrippa's 
Slave, who reſembled him in ſome mea- 
ſure, affirming, that he was Agrippa 
himſelf, drew a great many credulous 
People to his Party : But being at length 
apprehended by 7zberius, and _— 
him, how he came to be Agrippa, * 

* replied, juſt as you came to be Ceſar. 
Having made uſe of a word that was 
hardly Latin, in a certain Edi which 
he had publiſh'd, and reflecting upon 
it one Night, he immediately fent for 
all thoſe who were expert in the Lan- 
guage, (for he affeQed to ſpeak well) 
and Ateius Capito having ſaid to him 
out of a Compliment, © Though the 
* Word has not hitherto been usd, yet 
*1n reſpe& to you we will receive it, 
* and put it in the number of the an- 
* cients; to which MarceZus added, My 
*Lord, you have a Power to irffran- 


* chiſe Men, but not Words. This li- 
berty of Speech was not at all _ 
| __ by 
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by Tiberius, Having alſo ſent for 4r- 
chelaus King of Cappadecza, againſt whom 
he was incens'd, he put him into the 
hands of the Senate, accuſing him of 
exciting the Country to Revolt, order- 
ing them to make out his Proceſs, tho” he 
was then not only broken with Age, 
but miſerably afflited with the Gout ; 
and there is no reaſon to doubt, but 
he would have been puniſh'd with Death, 
had not a Witneſs, who was produc'd 


againſt him, depos'd, that he had faid, 


he would ſhew Tiberius what Nerves 
he had, when he return'd into his 
Kingdom. For thisdiſcourſe rais'd ſuch 
a Laughter, becauſe he could neither 
ſtand nor ſit, that Tiberius had no lon- 
ger any defire to put him to Death ; 


{o he eſcap'd, but died ſoon after. Up- 


on whoſe Death Cappadocia was ſub- 
jected to the Roman People, and a 
Knight was ſent to command there. 

As long as T7iberias contain'd him- 
ſelf in the bounds of Moderation, he 
did not touch any Mans Eſtate, not fo 
much as accepting what was left him 
by Relations. On the contrary, he gave 
away his own to Communities and pri- 
vate Men, without ſuffering them to 

| return 
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return him any marks. of Honour, or 
to give him publick Thanks. He ne- 


ver gave Audience to the Deputies of 


Provinces alone, but would be always 
aſliſted, and particularly by thoſe who 
had formerly been Governors of the 
places in queſtion. And now Germa- 
nicus who commanded the Army in 
Germany, after he had made a vaſt pro- 
greſs in thoſe parts, puſh'd his Con- 
queſts as tar as the Ocean, where ha- 
ving again routed the Barbarians, he 
gather'd up the Bones of thoſe who pe- 
riih'd with FYarus, gave them the ho- 
nours of Burial, and recover'd the Stan- 
dards that were loſt. The Senators 
being importunate with T7iberivs, to 
{ufler the Month of November to be 
calld by his Name; becauſe he was 


| born in that Month, he ſaid to them, 


what would you do, Gentlemen, if you 
thould happen to have thirteen Colon 
Afterwards Marcus Junius, and Lucius 
Norbanus being Conſuls, there happen'd 
a Prodigy upon the very day of the Ca- 
lends of January, which ſeem'd to pre- 
ſage the death of Germanicus ; for the 
Conſul Norbanus, who was a great lover 


. of the Trumpet, and often ſounded 


himſelf, 
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himſelf, began to ſound at break of 
day, in the preſence of abundance of 
People, which put them into a very 
great fright, every body taking it for 
a Signal of War. And to increaſe their 
fears, the Statue of Janys fell down, 
and there was a rumour of an Oracle 
of one of the Szby/s, which tho” it rela- 
ted rather to our Times, did not tail to 


put them into the Jait Conſternation, 
which was thus, 


Ere twice five Hundred years ſhall come, 
Farewel the Pride and Power of Rome. 


Tiberius ſpoke diſadvantagiouſly of 
theſe Predictions, and made a ſearch 
after all the Books of Prophecies, re- 
jeting thoſe which appear'd uſeleſs, and 
keeping the reſt. The Death of Germa- 
uicas, which fell out at this time, tranſ- 
ported Tiberius and Livia, and on the 
other ſide afflicted the whole Roman 
People. He was very well made in his 
Perſon, endowd with excellent Parts, 
versdin all kinds of Learning, of a Con- 
ſtitution ſtrong and hardy, and above all, 
extremely Courteous and Oblging. He. 
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was never prompted by envy, to do 
any thing againſt Druſus, nor is there 
any thing to blame him for in all his 
Conduct, with regard to 7iberius, re- 
fuſing the very Empire when 'twas of- 
fer'd him, tho' it had been very eaſie 


for him to have poſleſs'd himſelf of 


it. Hedied at Antioch, by the treache- 
ry of Piſo and Plancina ; for they had 
buried in the Houſe where he lodg'd 
ſome dead Bodies in ſheets of Lead, 
upon which there were characters of 
Witchcraft with horrible Imprecations. 
Piſo being accusd of his Death by 7z- 
berius, before the Senate, he defir'd 
{ome time to make his Detence, in which 
he prevented his Puniſhment, by ma- 
king himſelf away. As ſoon as 7 7ibert- 
as faw himſelf without an Enemy, 
there being no body elſe left by whom 
he fear'd to be ſupplanted, he began to 
fall into Irregularitics, and to: change 
his Conduct entirely. A Man was gul- 
ty of Treaſon, not only for having tail'd 


_ towards the memory of Auguſtus ; but 


lizewiſe for having been wanting in the 
leaſt reſpe, or for having faidthe leaſt 
word againſt him or his Mother, there 
being no quarter for ſuch faults, and 
as well Slaves were put to the Rack, 

as 
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to make them depoſe againſt their Ma- 
| ſters, as Citizens and Men that were 
free. The Accuſers or Witnefſes had 
the Confifcations of thoſe who were con- 
demn'd, and were preferr'd to their Em- 
ployments and Dignities. He put a 
great many to Death , only becauſe 
upon examining the Day and Hour of 
their Birth, he had found out by thax 
means, what their Condutt and Fortune 
was to be. For as foon as he {aw that 
any one began to raiſe himſcift, and 
might entertaim hopes of the Empire, 
he fent him immediately out of rhe 
World ; having in this manner taken 
the Horoſcope of every body that was 
of any Confideration. Thus going to 
fee Galba upon his Wedding-day : © You, 
" fays he, ſhall one day taite of Empire ; 
baving, fpar d him, in my opinion, only 
becauſe twas his Deftiny, and that it 
muſt happen of neceſfity, tho' the rea- 
ſon he alledg'd was, becauſe he was not 
'to reign till he was old, and a long 
time after his own Death. 

The Son of Strabo, L. Alius Sejanus, 
who had formerly proftituted his youth 
to M. Sabinus Apicius, was the moſt in cre» 
dit with him;and difpatch'd almoſt all his 
Afﬀairs. This Sabinus Apicius had liv'd in 
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more Pomp and Luxury, than any Man 
in his time : Inſfomuch, that being once 
deſirous to know what he had left, af- 
ter all the expences he had made, and 


finding that the remainder of his Eſtate 


amounted but to a Million of Crowns 
in value, he plungd himſelf in Grief, 
and the fear he had of coming to Po- 
verty, oblig' d him to kill himſelf. Se- 


Janus after having been for ſome time 


Colonel of the Guards, joynitly with his 
Father, the Government of Fgypt being 


given to the laſt, came to have the fole 


Command. Among other Regulations 
which he made, he order'd that the 
Companies of Guards, which before 
quarter'd ſeparately in divers places, 
ſhould for the future all lodge within 
the ſame Precinct, that they might be 
the readier to execute all ſorts of Com- 
mands, and be rendred the more formi- 
dable by this Union. 7zberizs having 


made him the Companion of all his 


Diforders, granted him the Pretorian 
Honours, { which had never yet been 
done to any of his equals) made . him 
his chief Miniſter, and difpatch'd no 
Afﬀair, without his participation. 417- 
berius after that being made Cond 
wut 
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with Druſus, it was immediately con” 
cluded, that the laſt would die very 
ſoon, becauſe of all thoſe who had been 
Conſuls with him, there was not one 
but came toa very miſerable End. For 
Luintilius Varus, Cneius Piſo, and in 
the laſt place Germanicus having perith'd 
in this manner, Druſus did likewile at 
this time, and not long after Sejanus, 
who had alſo been his Collegue. Once 
when Tiberius was out of Rome, C. Lu- 
torius Priſcus a Roman Knight, and very 
famous Poet, after he had made the 
Epitaph of Germanicus, for which he 
had been amply rewarded with a great 
fum of Money, was accusd of having 
made a Poem againſt Draſas, who was 
then Sick: So that the thing being 
brought before the Senate, Priſcus was 
condemnd to die. Tiberius took it very 
ill, not that he pitied the Man, bur be- 
cauſe he would not have it in the pow- 
er of the Senate, to put any one to 
Death without firſt knowing his Pleaſure, 
Thus after having reprimangea the Se- 
nators, he oblig'd them to make an Or- 
der, that no Sentence pronounc'd. by 
their Authority, ſhould be executed til 
ten days after, and that the publicatt- | 
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on of their Decrees for Death, ſhould 
be likewiſe delay'd as long, that he 
might have intelligence of them where- 
{oever he was. Afterwards upon the 
expiration of the year of his Conſulſhip 
he return'd to Rome, where he forbid 
the Conſuls to ſpeak i in favour of thoſe 
who were accus'd for the time to come ; 
for, {aid he, if I was Conſul, I would 
not do it. And now one of the Pre- 
tors being accus'd of failing in his reſ- 
peds towards Tiberius, either. in his 
Words or Actions, went out of thePa- 
Jace, and having quitted his Magiſtrates 
Robe, return'd immediately, and de- 
manded his Trial as a private Man ; 
which made ſuch an impreſſion upon 
Tiberius, that he diſcharg'd him without 
any penalty. He baniſh'd all the Dan- 
cers from Rome, and prohibited the Pro- | 
fellion chroughout the Empire, becauſe 
they often attronted Women, and made 
Tumults. He honour'd ſeveral Perſons 
that were dead with Statues, and pub- 
lick Monuments, and erected one of 
Braſs to Sejauus in his Lifetime : In 
which he was imitated by ſeveral others, 
the thing being publickly commended as 
well before the People, as in full Rm 
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Not only the moſt conſiderable Per- 
ſons in Rome, but even the Confuls 
were at his Levee every Morning to 
communicate to him the Petitions they 
were going to preſent to 7iberius, as 
well with relation to their own private 
Aﬀairs, as to the Government, upon 
which they were to know the Empe- 
rors pleaſure. For nothing was done 
without Sejanus, About this time an 
arch'd Work in Rome leaning extreamly 
on one ſide, an Archite&t whoſe name 
is loſt, becauſe 7iberius out of Envy, 
would not have the thing inſerted in 
the publick Regiſters, ſet it right con- 
trary to every bodies expectation ; for 
howſoever it was, after he had ſupport- 
ed it very well on the outſide, he laid 
all round the top of it coverings of 
Sheep-skins , and other {oft Materials, 
then binding itwith Cords, he employ d 
ſo many Men, and usd ſo many Ma- 
chines, that he perfetly reſtor'd the 
Arch to its firſt condition. Though 
Tiberius admir'd (o ſurprizing a (troak, 
and even rewarded the Author with a 
great Sum of Money, yet the envy he 
conceiv d againſt him for ir, made him 

baniſh him from Rowe, Some time at- 
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ter the ſame Perſon coming to him a- 
gain, and being importunate with him 
to recall him, let a Glaſs which he had 
in his Hand fall on purpoſe, and imme- 
diately after ſhew'dit to him whole, tho” 
1t had been broke in pieces ; but he was ſo 
far from being encourag'd by this Arti- 
fice to pardon him, as he expected, that 
he put him to Death. Druſus his Son 
was poifon'd ; for the great credit of 
Sejanus had made him ſo inſolent, that 
having once a broil with Druſus, he 
forgor himſelf to that degree, that he 
came to blows with him, which made 
him fear his Reſentment ſo much, as 
well as that of Tiberius ; beſides that he 
hoped to manage the old Man after he 
had once got rid of the young one, 
that he reſolv'd to poiſon him, which 
he effeted by the means of ſome of 
his Domeſticks, and his own Wife, as 
ſome report, calld Zzvia, with whom 
he had before committed Adultery. O- 
thers accule 7iberius of being concern'd 
in this Action, as well becauſe during 
the Sickneſs of Druſas, as at his Death, 
he did not ſo much as interrupt the 
courſe of his ordinary Afairs, and ſig- 
afied his pleaſure, that others m_ 
| Fake 
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take as little notice of it as himſelf. 
But I can by no means reliſh this opi- 
nion, becauſe 73berius did the ſamething 
with relation to every body, and was 
beſides extreamly fond of Druſas, who 
was his only Son, and whom he firmly 
believ'd to be his own. Yet more, he 
puniſh'd all the Authors of his Death, 
ſome upon the ſpot, the reſt in the ſe- 
quel, and came to the Senate to make 
his Funeral Oration ; which task he per- 
form'd with general Applauſe, and then 
return'd to his Palace. 

He declar'd thoſe incapable of ma- 
king a Will, who were interdied Fire 
and Water, which 1s obſerv'd to this 
day. Alius Saturninus, having com- 
pos d ſome Satyrical Verſes upon him, 
he was condemn'd by the Senate, and 
thrown headlong from the Capitol. 1 
could add many other things of the 
like nature, if I had a mind to make a 
detail of his Life; but to fay all in a 
word, he put ſeveral to Death for the 
like Crimes. Nevertheleſs it muſt not 
be forgot, that he inform'd himſelf with 
great exactneſs of every thing that he 
was blam'd for, then he declar'd it be- 
fore all the World ; fo that he made 
the publick acquainted with every ung 

| | tnat 
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that had been ſaid in private, that it 
might be inſerted 1n the Regiſters. Yet 
further, to give a ſpecious pretext for 
all his Cruelties, he often pretended that 
things had been ſaid of him, which no 
body ever dreamt of, but of which he 
knew himſelf guilty ; ſo that he commit- 
ted againſt himſelf the ſame Crimes for 
which he puniſh'd others, which ren- 
dred him very ridiculous: For upon the 
Negative of the Perſons accusd, he 
maintain'd the thing to be true, and evn 
confirm'd it by Oath, by which means 
he did himſelf a greater injury. This 
Conduct made ſeveral believe, that his 
Brains were diſforder'd, tho' not in eve- 
ry thing; fince he ſhew'd more dif- 
cretion upon ſome occaſions. For ob- 
ſerving that a Senator laviſhd away his 
Eſtate in Debauchery, he nam'd him a 
Guardian, as if he had been a Mz- 
Hor. | 

Again, after having ſummon'd before 
the Senate Capito Procurator of Afta, 
accuſing him among other Crimes of 


being attended with Guards, as if he 


had been Governor of the Country, 


| he condemn'd him to Baniſhment, be- 


cauſe at that time they who were ſent 
| to 
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to gather the Revenues of the Empire, 
were only concern'd in making their Col- 
le&ions, all their Proceſs becoming void 
before the ordinary Judges in confor- 
mity tothe Laws, without any difference 
between them and other Men. Thus 
you may fee the variety and inconſtan- 
cy, that appear in all the Actions of 
Tiberius. The ten firſt years of his 
Reign being expir'd, tho' he Gid not 
demand of the Senate the continuation 
of it, (there being no neceſſity for it, 
becauſe he did not refuſe the Empire, 
as Auguſtus had done) yet he did not 
fail to celebrate the Sports, which are 
cuſtomary - every ten years. Cremutius 
Cordus having offended Sejanus, he was 
oblig'd to kill himſelf ; for 77:berius not 
being able to convict him of any Crime, 
(becauſe being now grown old, he had 
beſides always led a Life without re- 
proach) he condemn'd him at laſt for 
having in a Hiſtory that he had made 
of the Life of Auguſtus, which Auguſtus 
had himſelf read, commended Caſfus 
and Brutus, and blamd the conduct of 
the Senate and People, and had beſides 
writ nothing in praiſe of Czſar and 
Auguſtus, tho' on the other ſide he had 
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ſaid nothing againſt them. In ſhort, 
without any other Article he was con- 
demnd, and his Book burnt in Rome 
by the ZEadiles, and in the Provinces by 
the Governours: Tho' it did not fail 
notwithſtanding to ſee the light again 
a ſecond time ; ſeveral Perſons, and a- 
mong the reſt his Daughter Marcia, 
having hid ſeveral Copies of it, the 
Death of the Author making it enquir'd 
aſter with more curiofity than before. 

About the ſame time, 7 iberzus to make 
the Senators fear him the more, by 
letting them know the number and 
force of his Guards, made them exer- 
cite in their Preſence. Among the e- 
vents of that time, this 15 all that de- 
ſerves to be reported in Hiſtory, it we 
add to what we have ſaid, that the 
Cyzicentans were a ſecond time reduc'd 
to Slavery, for having made ſome Ro- 
man Citizens Priſoners, and for not fi- 
niſhing the Temple they hail begun to 
build in honour of Auguſtus. Some bo- 
dy that had fold the Statue of Tiberius 
with his Houſe, had infalliby ſuffer'd 
for it, if the Conſul had not firſt ask*'d 
him his Advice about it, upon which 
the fear he was in of appearing too 
cruel 
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cruel in his own Afﬀair, made him con- 
ſent to his Diſcharge. Afterwards Len- 
tulus the Senator, who was of a quiet 
Diſpoſition, very regular in his Conduct, 
and already advancd in Age, being ac- 
cusd of having conſpir'd againſt the 
Emperor, deſpis'd his Accuſers, (for the 
thing was done in his preſence, and the 
Senate ſeeming to be ſurpriz'd, * that 
* an Accuſation of that nature ſhould 
_ © bebrought before them without ground, 
* Tiberius ſaid to them, nay, Gentle- 
© men, if Lentulus be my Enemy, I 

*am indeed unworthy to live longer. 
About this time 77berius went out of 
Rome, and never return'd thither, tho' 
he had often promis'd ir. One Ratia- 
ris, an intimate friend of Sabinus, who 
was in great conſideration among the 
Romans, to make his Court to Sejanss, at- 
ter he had hid ſome Senators in his Houſe, 
brought this Sabinus thither, then after 
the uſual preambles, made him diſco- 
ver his real Sentiments ; for 'tis the cu- 
ſtom of ſuch Villains to ſpeak ill of a 
Man firſt in order to encourage thoſe 
who are with them to do the ſame, and 
ſo to make them guilty : For as to them- 
ſelves, they are allow'd to uſe what ti- 
berty they will, without incurring any 
danger, 
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danger, becauſe 'tis a thing, done with 
deſign, and to diſcover by that means 
the ſecrets of another Mans Soul, where- 
as the firſt are immediately puniſh'd 
for the leaſt word ſpoken a little too 
freely, as it happend in this caſe : For 
Sabinus being drag'd to priſon the ſame 
day, was executed without form of Pro- 
ceſs, and his Body expos'd upon the 
{ſteps of the Capitol, and afterwards 
thrown into the 7iber. His Dog made 
his death very remarkable, for having 
follow'd him to Priſon, he never for- 
ſook him, and jump'd into the River 
aſter the Body. 

About the ſame time Livia died, in 
the 87th year of his Age. Tiberius 
made her no viſit during the whole' 
courſe of her Sickneſs, nor aſliſted at 
her Funeral ; he did not ſo much as 
decree her any other Honour, than that 
of a publick Funeral, Statues, and things 
of the like nature, which appear'd of 
no Conſequence, giving expreſs com- 
mand, that ſhe ſhould not be declar'd 
Immortal. The Senate not only agreed 
to what T7berius propos d upon this oc- 
caſion, but likewife order'd, that the 
Women ſhould mourn for her a whole 


year 
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year, at the fame time commending 
the ConduCt of 7iberins,'for not neg- 
lefting the Government 'of the Repub- 
lick, Yet more they order'd, that an 
Arch ſhould be raisd to her Memory, 
which had never been practisd with 
regard to any other Woman, under this 
pretence, that ſhe had fav'd the Lives 
of ſeveral of their Body, had brought 
up their Children, and contributed to 
the Marriage of many of their Daugh- 
ters; which made fome of them move, 
that ſhe might be calF'd Mother of her 
Country. She was buried in the Tomb 
of Auzu/tus, She is reported to be the Au» 
thor ot feveral very remarkable Sayings, 
which at this day pafs for Sentences: 
Among others, when ſome Perſons were 
to have been put to Death for appear- 
ing naked before her, ſhe ſav'd their 
Lives, * faymg, That they were but Sta- 
* tues in the Eyes of Vertuous Women. 
Some body having ask'd her by what 
means ſhe had acquir'd fo abfolute 2 
power over Auguſtus, ſhe replied very 
wiſely, © By paying a blind obedience 
*to his Commands, not ſearching too 
* deep into his Defigns, and pretending 
©to be ignorant of his Amours. This 
is part of the Character of Livia, . 
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The Arch was not erected : For 7; 
berins tot daring to break this Decree 
openly, ſtop'd the execution of it, un- 
der a pretence of ſparing the charges 
of the Publick, and promiſing to un- 
dertake it at his own Expence, which 
nevertheleſs he did not perform. 

The Inſolence of Sejanuus being by 
this time grown to a boundleſs height, 
the Senate order'd his Birth-day to be 
celebrated every year : And the Mem- 
bers of this Aſſembly, as well as the 
Knights, Tribunes, and all the princi- 
pal People, ſet up his Statues every 
where. In a word, the Senate deputed 
to 73iberius, and to him ſeparately, as 
did alſo the Knights, and the People 
who ſent their Ediles to them. They 
made Vows, they Sacrificd, and took 
an Oath in the Names of both. In the 
mean time 7zberius having found a fa- 
vourable occaſion, reveng'd himſelf up- 
on Ga/us, who had Married his Wife, 
and would talk freely of the preſent 
Government : For the Senate having 
ſent him as one of their Deputies to 
the Emperor, he regal'd him at a Feaſt, 
ſhew'd him a chearful Countenance, and 
ſent him back to the Senate with Let- 

ters, 
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ters of Thanks, in which he accusd 
him. So that Ga/us experienc'd two 
things very oppoſite, neither of which 
he expeaed; having been ſeen to eat 
and drink familiarly at Table with 7z- 
berius, and condemn'd by the Senate the 
very fame day, and ſent to Priſon bound 
Hand and Foot. But when Tzberius 
knew he was Condemn'd, he would 
not have him executed, tho' the other 
deſir'd it extreamly. On the other ſide 
to make him ſuffer the more, he gave- 
him encouragement to hope for kis 
Pardon, commanding the Officers to 
let him be as eaſie in priſon as poſlible, 
till he return'd to Rome. All this was 
done with a deſign, as I have faid, to 
keep him longer in ſuſpenſe and igno- 
miny, as it fell out. For ſometimes he 
was guarded by the Conſuls, 7:berius 
not being one of them at that time, 
and ſometimes by the Pretors, not from 
any fear of his. eſcape, but to deprive 
him of all means of making himſelf 
away. None of his Friends or Dome- 
ſticks were ſufter'd to come near him, 
| he could not fo much as ſee or ſpeak to 
any one, except when he was ſerv'd 
with Food, which he was confrain'd to 
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eat : Beſides, his Food was prepar'd ſo 
diſagreeable to the taſte, that it could not 
well ſuſtain him, and yet was ſufficient 
to keep him from ſtarving, which was 
the greateſt cruelty of all. 7zberius usd 
the ſame method with regard to ſeveral 
others, and carried it ſo tar, that when 
ſome of his Officers advisd him to put 
one of his Friends to Death who was in 
diſgrace and in Priſon, he ſaid, ©'That he 
* was not yet reſtor'd to his favour. Ano- 
ther time aſter he had order'd a Man to 
be cruelly tortur'd, underſtanding at 
length that he was perfealy innocent of 
the fact laid to his charge, he put him 
to Death, ſaying, that he had receiv'd 
too great an [njury ever to live Happy. 
Siriacus, a Man of great Parts and Learn- 
10g, was alſo put to Death by his order, 
tho! he never gave him any cauſe of 
complaint, only for profeſling himſelf a 
Friend to Gallus. | : 

And now Sejanus grew more powerful 
every Day, and at the ſame time more 
formidable ; infomuch that the Senators 
beeping to withdraw their Eyes from 
Tiberius to fix them upon Sejanus, to 
whom they made their Court as to the 
Prince, made Tiberius grow ak +4 

ive 


ſive of their intentions, leſt they ſhould 
effectually raife him to the Empire. At 
the fame time tho' he knew very well 
that there was no ſleeping upon this at- 
fair, yet he judg'd it convenient to do 
nothing of a ſudden nor openly, know- 
10g that Sejanus had the Guards entirely 

at his command, and had beſides got 
the Senators to his Party, ſome by Gitts, 
and Promiſes, others by Menaces. Yet 
further, all the Servants of T7berizs 
were ſo devoted ro Sejanns, that he 
could not ſay or do the leaſt thing that 
was not immediately carried to him, 
without being able on his fide to know 
any thing that paſs d with Sejazus. Thus 
reſolving to take another method, he 
declard him Conſul, and the Compa- 
nion of his Cares, calling him #71is Seja- 
us upon all occaſions, and uſing the 
fame terms in the Letters which he 
wrote to the Senate. The Romars being, 
deceiv'd by all theſe appearances, erected 
Statues of Braſs to them both in feveral 
Places, ſet both their Names at the Head 
of all Contracts, and plac'd for each of 
them in the Theatre a Chair of Gold. 
In a word the Senate order'd that they 
ſhould be Conſuls for five Years, beſides 
KY which 
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which they Sacrific'd to the Statues of 
Sejanus, as well as to thoſe of 7ziberius. 
But while the fortune of Sejanus was fo 
flouriſhing, ſeveral of the moſt Eminent 
Men in Rome were put to Death. C. Ge- 
minius Ruſus, was of the Number. Be- 
ing accus'd of impiety towards 7 iberins, 
he brought his Will to the Senate, by 
which it appear'd he had made him Co- 
heir with his Children : But it having 
been objeRed to him that he was effemi- 
nate in his nature, he return'd home 
before the debates aroſe, where, when 
he underſtood that a 2ueſtor was come 
to pronounce his Condemnation, he 
ſtab'd himſelf mortally, then ſhewing 
his Wound to the 2zeſtor ; © Tell the 
* Senate, ſays he to him, that 'tis thus a 
* Man of Spirit ought to dye. Publia 
Priſca, his Wife being alſo accus'd of 
ſome Crime, came to the Senate with a 
Dagger conceald under her Gown, 
which ſhe plung'd into her Breaſt before 
them all. 

To return to Sejanus, his great Power 
had made him fo arrogant, that to ex- 
preſs the thing in a tew words,one would 
have ſaid that he was Emperor, and 
that 7ibcrius was but the Lord of an 

Iſland, 
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Iſland, becauſe he liv'd altogether at Ca- 
rea, There was always at his Door a 
multitude of People, who preſsd upon 
one another to get in firſt, every one be- 
ing afraid leſt he ſhould not be ſeen by 
him, or leſt he ſhould. be obſerv'd among 
the hindmoſt ; for he took particular 
notice of every thing, eſpecially the 
words and geſtures of the Men of Qua- 
lity ; for as thoſe who poſſeſs Employ- 
ments by Vertue of their Birth and Con- 
dition, are very little concern'd about 
theſe exterior marks of Honour, no 
more than at the omiſſion or neglect of 
thoſe who make their Court to them, 
well knowing that 'tis not out of con- 
tempt ; So they who ſtand in need of 
help to make themſelves Great, ſtop 
with caution at every thing that may 
contribute to render them more conft- 
derable, and feel the laſt Chagriz when 
they can't obtain their defires, imagin- 
ing they are ſlighted, infomuch that 
they reſent the diſappointment as high- 
ly as if they had receiv'd the moſt {ig- 
nal Afront. For which reaſon they are 
courted with more diligence and ailidui- 
ty than the Emperors themſelves, be- 
cauſe the laſt being convine'd that ſuch 
2 OMulit- 
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omiſſions bring 'no diminution to their 
Power, take a Pride in excufing them : 
Whereas the others being perſwaded, 
that they can't paſs them by without 
giving a miſtryft, that 'tis an effe& of 
their want of Boker, think that by pu- 
niſhing them ſeverely, they ſtrengthen 
their own Authority, £4 
Upon the firft Day of a Month, a 
multitude of People coming to Sejanus's 
Houſe, ſo many People preſs'd upon the 
Bed. in, order to be ſeen by him, that it 
broke, and a Cat paſs'd thro the midſt 
of the Company. Then as he went 
down to the Palace after he had Sacri- 
ficd in the Capitol, his Guards not being 
able to follow him by reaſon of the 
throng that was about him, having cut 
thro the Street that leads to the Priſon 
fell direQly upon the Stairs, where they 
throw thote who are condemn'd to Dye. 
On which occaſion Sejauus confulted 
the Augurs, but the Birds prefag'd no. 
good to him; on the other ſide feveral 
Crow's were (een to fly and croak about 
him, then made directly to his' Houſe 
and ſat upon it. . Nevertheleſs, neither 
he nor any other, made any account of 
theſe Preſages ; for to judge of thungs as 
tney 
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7 appear at that time, if a God had 
deſcended toforetel the ſudden Revolu- 

tion that happend afterwards, it would 
ſcarce have obtain'd behief. Every one 
ſwore by the fortune of Sejarns, and he 
was commonly call'd the Collegue of 
Tiberius, not only in the Conſulfhip, but 
likewiſe in the Empire. Tiberius, who 
was not ignorant of theſe things, con- 
triving in his mind how to get rid of 
him with ſo much the more earneſtneſs, 

as he faw 1t was not fate to undertake it 
openly, found out an admirable Inven- 
tion to diſcover his deſigns, as well as 
thoſe of all the reſt. He began to write 
often as well to the Senate, as to Seja- 
us ; ſometimes fending word that he 
was very ill and in great danger, {ome- 
times that he was in good Health, and 
that he would be at Rewe the next Day. 

Now he gave Sejauus mighty Encomi- 
ums, and now he ſpoke of him with 
contempt. To Day he preterrd fome 
of his Friends upon his account, and to 
morrow treated others ill upon the ſame. 

By this means Sejaxus, ſometimes well 
with him, and ſometimes ill, remain'd in 
{uſpence, and as it were floating between 
both tortunes. To give himfelt up to 


R 4 --* 0s 


[ 248 ] 


his fears altogether, and to make ſome 
commotion, did not ſuit with the flout- 
iſhing State he was in : On the other fide 
he could not be ſecure of his fortune, 
becauſe his Authority was intrench'd up- 
on every Day. As for the reſt, receriv- 
ing almoſt at the ſame time ſuch oppo- 
ſite accounts, they had neither the ſame 
reſpect for Szjanus, nor an abſoſute con- 
tempt for him, and not being certain 
whether 7zberius was near his Grave, or 
upon returning to Rome, they were 1n 
continual doubts, not knowing what to 
believe. x 

In the mean time all theſe things gave 
Sejanus a great deal of thinking work. 
Befides one of his Statues venting ſmoke, 
the Head was taken off to ſee from 
whence it might proceed, and there 
came out a great Serpent : Afterwards 
another Head being put on, and Sejanus 
going to Sacrifice to it upon this occa- 
ſion, ( for he offer'd Sacrifices to him- 
ſelf ) they found a little Cord about the 
Neck. His credit began then to leſſen 
extreamly, every one forſaking and de- 
ſpiſing him openly. So that 7zberius 
finding encouragement to proceed upon 
his deſign, in hopes the Senate and os 
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ple would be of his fide, he undertook 
the Aﬀair after he had caus'd a report tg 
be ſpread, that he intended to give him 
the Tribune-ſhip in order to'take him 
 unprovided. He wrote Letters to the 

Senate, in which he accusd him, ſend- 

ing them by Navins Sertorius Macro, 
whom he had privately made Colonel 
of the Guards, and inſtructed in what 
was to be done. Macro : coming by 
Night to Rome, as if 'twere upon ſome 
other buſineſs, "after having ſhewn the 
Emperor's orders to Memmius Regulus the 
Conſul ( for his Collegue was 1n the fa- 
ion of Sejanus ) and to Gracinus Laco, 
Captain of the Night-Guards, went up 
to the Palace ar break of Day ( the Se- 
nate being to aſſemble in the Temple of 
Apollo ) and meeting Sejanus by chance 
as he was going thither, and ſeeing him 
| in ſome dilorder becauſe Tiberius had not 
writ to him, he recoverd his Spirits by 
letting him know that he brought him 
the Tribune-ſhip : Upon which Sejanus 
full of joy went in immediately. Macro 
alter hs had ſent back to the Camp the 
Pretorian Soldiers, that atrended Sejanus 
and the Senate, by vertue of his Com- 
miſſion which he thew d them, and the 


Money 
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Money which he gave among them by 
order of Tiberius, difpos'd the Night- 
Guards about the Temple in their place, 
then went in himſelf. As ſoon as he en- 
tred, he deliver'd to the Confuls their 
Letters, and went out again before they 
were read,” and giving Laco orders to 
have a diligent Eye every where, went 
diretly to the Camp in order to prevent 
any ſedition that might ariſe there. In 
the mean time the Letters were read 
which were very long. They - con- 
tain'd no. formal Accufation of Seja- 
4s, the beginning ſpoke: of quite ano- 
ther thing ; then by degrees they touch'd 
upon it, and after a hittle digreſſion men- 
tiond it again. The concluſion was, that 
they were to make out a Proceſs againſt 
two Senators, intimate Friends of Sefa- 
nes, and fend Sejanus himſelf to Priſon. 
For 7iberias did not order them to put 
him to Death, left it_ ſhould raiſe a tu- 
mult. In the mean time 'twas a plea- 
{ure to ſee and hear the different effects 
thoſe Letters produc'd : For immediate- 
ly before they were opened, all in gene- 
ral were full of the praiſes of Sejavus, 
ſaying, at laſt they ſaw the accompliſh- 
ment of their wiſhes. But Ms 

when 
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when they found the Letters contain'd 
the reverſe of what they pretended to 
defire ſo fervently, they were for a time 
ſtruck dumb with ſaurprize, chen of a 
ſudden they began to make a clamour, 
and ſome of thoſe who fat near Sejanws, 
roſe up while the Pretors and Tribunes 
furrounded him, leſt he ſhould attempt 
to efcape in order to go and raiſe ſome 
diſorders, which he had certainly done if 
they had at firſt daſh laid any thing of 
weight to his charge. But ſeeming to 
deſpiſe all the points of” theſe Letters, 
and imagining they contain'd nothing 
but ſome few angry words againſt him, 
he did not ſo much as attempt to remove 
from his place, Thereupon Regu/us 
call'd him, .but he did not ſtir, not out 
of any contempt ( for he was already 
but too hamble ) but becauſe he knew 
not how to obey. So that the Conſul 
having call'd him a ſecond time, and 
then a third, he ſaid aloud to him lifting 
up his Hand, © Come hither Sejanus; to 
* which having anſwered, Do you ſpeak 
"tome? He roſe and went towards him, 
* follow'd by Laco. | 


. 
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After the Letters were read, every 
one began to clamour againſt him, and 
to heap Curſes upon him, ſome becauſe 
he had injur'd them, and others becauſe 
they fear'd him. Several conceald the 
Friendſhip they had born him pefore, 
and others rejoyc'd at his fall. Regulus 
and the other Magiſtrates conducted 
him from the Palace to Priſon. In 
which we may ſee a remarkable Inſtance 
of the inconſtancy of . things below, 
which ſhews at the ſame time that our 
minds ought never to be exalted with 
good fortune : Since this Man whom 
every body attended in the Morning to 
the Senate, as the firſt in Power, was a 
moment after drag'd to Priſon as the 
laſt of Men ; He who had Crowns 
conſecrated to him, was loaded with 
Chains, and in a word, he that usd to be 
ſurrounded with a Train of Guards for 
his Honour, was now lock'd up like a 
Felon. On the other ſide the People 
riſing began to inſult him, and vented a 
thouſand Curſes againſt him for the Mur- 
ders he had direCted, laughing beſides at 
his paſt hopes ; They threw down his 
Statues every where, broke them in 
pieces, and dragd them along with as 

much 
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much fury, as if they had committed 
this Violence upon his own Perſon : By 
which he might clearly ſee what he was 

to hope for. 
In efte&t ſometime after, he was 
thrown headlong from the top of the Ca- 
pitol by Decree of the Senate, and his 


Body caſt into the T ber after it had been 


drag d for three Days along the Streets, 
by the People who put a thouſand indig- 
nities upon it. His Children were alto 
executed, his Daughter who was pro- 


mis'd to the Son of Clodins, being firſt 


raviſh'd in Priſon by the Executioner, be- 
cauſe it was not lawful to put a Virgin to 
Death. Then aroſe a great diſorder in 
Rome : For while the People put a!l thoſe 
to the Sword, who from their -redit 
with Sejanus had raken occaſion to rm3ke 
concuſiions among them ; The Soldiers 
being in great wrath to find they lad 
| been ſuſpected to be in the Intereſts of 
Sejanus, and that the Night Guards 
ſhould have been eſteem'd more faithful 


to the Emperour, plunder'd of all (ides, 


and ſet fire to ſeveral Places. The Se- 


nate ordered the Statue of Liberty to be 
ſet up in the Market-place, and that eve- 


ry Xear upon the Day of Sejazzs's Death, 
a Feſtival! 
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a Feſtival ſhould be celebrated, in which 
a great many Beaſts were to be kill'd, 
which had never yet been practis'd ; yet 
more, that no extraordinary Honours 
{ſhould be granted to any one for the fu- 
ture, and that it ſhould be lawful to 
{wear only by the Fortuge of the Empe- 
rour. 

But notwithſtanding all theſe Decrees, 
they did not forbear {UI to flatter Macro 
and Laco, tho' theſe two being frightned 
with the Example they lately had before 
their Eyes,refusd all forts of Honours. 77- 
berius laying hold of the occaſion of Seja- 
#45 $ miſdemeanors, put ſeveral to Death 
upon that pretext, ſome by the Hand of 
the Executioner, and others by obliging 
them to kill themſe}ves. To have been 
the Friend of Sejanus, or to have been 
ſo in appearance only was ſufficient 
cauſe for an Accuſation, as if 7iberins 
had not lov'd him firſt himſelf, and as if 
others had not made their Court to him 
upon his account. Nevertheleſs in the 
midſt of all theſe cruelties, he ſhew'd 
ſome ſhadow of Mercy in pardening 
Caſtanus, Lucius Sejanus the Pretor, and 
M. Terentius the Roman Knight. This 
lift Sejanus had given ſome Publick 
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Shews that laſted from Morning till 
Night, which were repreſented by Per- 
ſons that were bald, to ridicule 7;berias 
who was ſo : Nay, there were five thou- 
ſand Children all ſhav d, who held Lights 
to the People as they went out of the 
| Theatre, Yet 7iberias was fo far from 
 conceiving the leaſt diſplealure at it, that 
at firſt he pretended not to comprehend 
what they told him, tho' trom this time 
they call'd all thoſe People, the Bald- 
pates of Sejanus. As for Terentius, be- 
ing accusd of having been Sejanuss 
Friend, he not only confeſs d the thing, 
but affirm'd that he had born him a 
very great afte&tion, becauſe he ſaw him 
in ſo great eſteem with the Emperour : 
* For if T7berius, ſaid he, did well to ad- 
* mit him into his favour, I have com- 
* mitted no crime; but if the Emperour 
© has been miſtaken, who has ſo much 
* judgment and underſtanding, what 
* wonder is it that I am fall'n into the 
© fame precipice ! Are we not to love and 
* reverence thoſe whom he advances to 
* honour without inquiring what they 
*are? And if they are agreeable to the 
_ * Emperor, is not that ſuthcient to me- 
© rit our Love and our Reſpect 2 Upon 

this 
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this the Senate not only acquitted Te- 
rentius, but reprimanded the Accuſers 


ſeverely. Tiberius having ratified this 


Decree of the Senate, was extrearnly 
applauded for it, and ſo much the more, 
becauſe all the noted Evidences at Rome 
were put to Death by his order in one 
day. But on the other fide it 1s not 
to be expreſs'd, how infamous he made 
himſelf by his Amours with regard to 


hork Sexes, whereof Tl give you one 


xample. Sextus Marius was one of his 
particular Friends, which had given 
him an opportunity of heaping up a 
oreat deal of Wealth. So very rich he 
was, that upon a time having a difle- 
rence with one of his Neighbours, he 
invited him to ſtay two days at his Houſe, 
the firſt of which he order d the other's 
Houle to be pull'd down, and next 
day employ'd ſo many Hands, that it 
was entirely rebuilt, and made finer and 
nobler than before. The Maſter being 
aſtoniſh'd at it, and not knowing how 
it could be done, he own'd that he had 


| been the Author of both, adding, that 


'twas in his power to be reveng'd of his 
Enemies, and to reward his Friends juſt 
after the ſame manner, This Man ha- 
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ving a Davghter extreamly handſom, 
ſent her out of Rome, becauſe he was 
afraid Ziberius would have been famili- 
ar with her ; but being accus'd imme- 
diately of having committc, Inceſt 
with his own Daughter, he was put to 
Death. RC ns 

Tiberius had a Grandſon by Druſas, 
call d 7iberius, who was a Child, and 
another by Germanicus, call'd Caius, 
whom he was fondeſt of, becauſe he 
was to ſucceed him in the Empire, for 
he knew the Deſtinies of both fo well, 
that once Cairns having a difterence with 
the other, tis reported that he ſaid to 
him : © Youl one day cotamand him to 
© be put to Death, but you'l afterwards 
* be killd your ſelf. And as he had 
no Relation that was nearer to him, 
and knowing beſide that he would prove 
a very ill Prince, he willingly left him 
the Empire, that the Irregularities of 
his Succeſlor exceeding his own, might 
drown the Memory of his own Faults ; 
beſides, he had a mind that! the 
greateſt part of the Senate might be 
deſtroy'd after his Death, having very 
often that ancient Verſe in his Mouth, 
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When ere I die, _ 
May all Mankind difſolv'd in Aſhes lie ! 


Yet more , he often ſaid that he 
thought Priamus happy, to fee his 
Kingdom and Country periſh with him. 
What happen'd at this time, affords but 
too much ground to write theſe things 
of Tiberius, for he put to Death fo great 
a number of Scnators, and Men of all 
Conditions , that he was oblig'd, for 
want of People to ſupply their places, 
to continue the Pretorians for three 
years, and the Conſular Men for ſix, 
in the Provinces they had by Lot at 
the expiration of their Magiſtracies. Gal- 
lus was of the number of thoſe whom 
he had put to Death, 7ziberius being 
chen, as he ſaid, with much difficulty 
reconcil'd to him. So that in his opinion, 
Life was a Puniſhment, and Death a Fa- 
vour. M. Fmilius Scaurus too for no. 
other crime than writing a Tragedy, 
ſuffer'd a greater Cataſtrophe than that 
which he had deſcribd in his Atreus. 
In imitation of Euripides, he advisd 
thoſe who liv'd under the Government 
of anill Prince, to be patient under his 

Tyranny. 
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Tyranny. But Tiberius miſintespreting 
the thing, and believing that he meant 
him by Atrexs, upon the account of 
the Murders which he had committed, 
* ſaid, that he would make an Ajax of 
- * Scaurus; Which he efſeted by oblti- 


* ging him to kill himſelf. However, 
the Acculation was not form'd upon this 
alone, for he was charg'd with ſome 
familiarity between him and Liv, 
on which occaſion ſeveral others were 
likewiſe put to Death. The fame year, 
if the Aﬀairs of Egypr have any con- 
nexton with thoſe of Rome, there ap- 
pear'd a Phenix in thoſe parts, which 
ſeem'd to prefage the Death of 717er;- 
#5, Who fell very ſick the year aiter, 
and Caius being afraid left he ſhould 
recover, hindred him trom receiving 2- 
ny Nouriſhment, faying , 'twould co 
him hurt : At length pretending that he 
wanted heat, he order'd fuch a load 
of Cloaths to be laid upon him, that 
he was actually ſtifled. Macro atren- 
ded Cazus diligently at this time, for 
when he ſaw T7iberias in extremity, hc 
omitted nothing to gain the Heart ot 
this young Man ; nay, ſo far did he car- 
ry on his Intereſt with him, that he 
| | y 2 alſted 
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aſſiſted him in his Love with his own 
Wife Ennia Thrafilla : Which Tiberius 
having once perceiv'd, he faid to him, 
* You are in the right, Macro, to leave 
* theSetting, for the Riſing Sun. Thus 
died 7iberius, whoſe Life was full of 
great Vertues, and at the ſame time 
{ullied with notorious Vices, yet in 
ſuch a manner, that as he ſhew'd them 
both apart, one would have faid, that 
he had reſolvd to make experience of 
both. Heliv'd ſeventy ſeven years, four 
Months, and nine Days, whereof he 
reign'd twenty two Years, ſeven Months, 
and four Days. His Funeral was pub- 


lick, and Caius pronounc'd the Ora- 
tion. 


THE 
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T H E 


REIGN 


OF THE 
EMPEROR 
CAIUSCALIGULA. 


VA7US lucceeding to the Em- 
pire, ſent T7zberiuss Will to 


the Senate, and cancelld it 
under pretence that he was deli- 
rious when he made it, becauſe he 
had namd Tiberius his Grandſon, to 
be Emperor joyntly with him , tho? 
he was then ſo young, that he had 
| Not attain'd the Age requir'd by Law 
to enter into the Senate. Some time 


after he pat him to Death. He reſtor'd 


the Dancers, and was ſo profuſe inthoſe. 
S 3 kinds 
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kinds of Diverſions, as likewiſe in Horſe- 
Races, and the Combats of Gladiators, 
that he conſum'd in a little time all the 
Money in the Exchequer, in which ha- 
ving found twenty ſeven Millions of 
Gold, he waſled it all before the third 
year. Never did any Man commit 
more Aduſiteries. He took away a Wo- 
man that was contracted to another, 
and debauchd abundance of Married 
Women, tho' he hated them all after- 
wards, except one, whom he had cer- 
tainly treated like the reſt, if he had 
livd longer. He abus'd his Grandmo- 
ther and his Siſters beyond what can be 
expreſs'd: For one day when the firſt 
would have check'd him for his ſtrange 
courſes, he conſtrain'd her to kill her 
ſelf; and for his Siſters, he baniſh'd 
two of them to an Iſland, after he 
had committed - Inceſt with them , 
the third being dead before. He was 
ſo br and ſo difficult to ſerve, 
Up no body knew. what to lay or do 

o pleaſe him: And if he was ſucceſs- 
ful in his Aﬀlairs ſometimes, 'twas ra- 
ther an cffect of his Fortune, than of 
Conduct. Sometimes he lov'd Com- 
pany, and ſometimes would be _ 
| G 
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He was angry when Petitions were pre- 
ſented to him, and as much in choler 
when they preſented none. Sometimes 
he did things in heat, and ſometimes 
with the utmoſt negligence. He was 
laviſh in matters of Expence, and ſhew'd 


an extream avarice when Money was 


to be raisd. Flatterers and Free-talk- 
ers were us'd alike, that is to ſay, fome- 
times well, and ſometimes ill. He would 
not puniſh the Crimes of ſeveral People 
that were of no Conſequence, and put 
to Death a great number of worthy Men. 
To day he was civil to his Friends, and 
to morrow abus'd them. In ſhort, 
when the Roman People faw themſelves 
under the fubjetion of ſuch a Prince, 
they obſervd the ſame difference be- 
tween the Irregularities of Cazas, and 
thoſe of Tiberivs, how extraordinary {o- 
ever they had appeard, as they had 


found before between the conduct of 


Auguſtus, and that of Tiberius. 

Calipela held fo ſcandalous a familia- 
rity with the Dancers and other Per- 
ſons of the Theatre, that he often con- 
versd with Apel/es the famous Come- 
dian before all the World, Their dex- 

terity in proceſs of time, made him ſo 
9 4 unac- 
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unaccountably jealous, that he under- 
took to diſpute the Preference with ſome 
of them in their own Art. He drove 
Chariots in the Circus, fought as a Gla- 
diator, danc'd publickly before the Peo- 
ple, and ated in Tragedies. He ſent 
_ once for the principal Perſons of the 
Senate to attend him upon ſome im- 
portant Aﬀair, and when they were 
come, he fell a dancing before them. 
In the beginning of his Reign he never 
ſpoke in the Senate, but with a ſingular 
moderation, calling himſelf their Pupil, 
and aſſuring them, that he would do 
nothing without their Advice. He want- 
ed then but five Months and four days 
of 25 years compleat. He ſet all the 
Priſoners at liberty, and among the reſt 
Pomponius, who had languiſh'd in Pri- 
| fon for the ſpace of ſeven 'years, ever 
{ince he had been Conſul. He was 
Conſul with his Uncle Claudius, who 
during that time had remain'd in the 
Order 'of Knights. ' But having been de- 
puted to Caligala by his own Body af- 
ter the death of 7iherius, he was made 
Senator and Conſul at the Age of fix 
and forty years. The Senate was ſq 
well fatisfied with this wiſe Conduct of 
Wc 25 8 AE fer Cy Oo LE Ca 7» 
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Caligula, and found the diſcourſe which 
he had pronounc'd, ſo juſt and reafona- 
ble, that they made an Order, that it 
ſhould be read every year, to the end 


that he might not forget it, or change. 


his Opinion. He gave to the People 
divers Shews, among the reſt there was 
a Combat of forty Bears, againſt as ma- 
ny other Beaſts of Africa. His Trium- 
phal Chariot was drawn by ſix Horſes, 
which had never been done before. The 
Senators were furniſh'd with Cuſhions, 
that they might no longer fit upon na- 
ked Benches, as they had always done 
till then, They had likewiſe permitlt- 
on to wear Hats in the Theatre after 
the Theſſaliaz faſhion, ' as a fence againſt 
the heat of the Syn, and during . the 
molt exceſſive heats, they made uſe of 
_ the Diribitorium for Sports and Corbats, 
in ſtead of the Theatre. 


Caligula after that fell into a dange- 


rous Sickneſs, out of which he reco- 
vered. Bur ſoon after he put to Death 
the young Tzberius, Grandſon to the 
Emperor of the ſame Name, under a pre- 
tence that he had wiſh'd his Death. He 
likewiſe caus'd ſeveral others to be put 
to Death. Publius Afranius Politus a, 
Es TT WW Plebeian 
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Plebeian, having ſworn by the moſt ex- 
travagant of all Flatteries to kill himſelf 
if the Emperor recover'd, and Afranius 
Secundus a Knight, having oblig*d him- 
ſelf to run the riſque of a fingle Com- 
bat upon the ſame Subject, in ſtead of 
rewarding them as they expected for 
their zeal, he conſtrain'd them to keep 
their Oaths, left as he ſaid, they ſhould 
make themſelves guilty of Perjury. 
Marcus Silanus his Father-in-Law, who 
had made no promiſe or Oath of that 
Nature, procurd his own. Death, when 
he ſaw that his Vertue and Alliance 
with Caligula ſerv'd but to excite his 
hatred, and draw Aﬀeronts upon him. 
Tiberius had preſerv*d fo particular an 
opinion of his Sufficiency and Probity, 
that he would never ſuffer any Appeal 
trom his Judgments ; Caliga/a on the 
contrary us 'd him 1ll.,upon all occafions, 
and call'd him the Golden-Fleece. He 
put away his Daughter, and Married 
Cornelia Oreſtina, whom he forc'd away 
from Calpurnius Piſo her Husband, at the 
very Ceremony of his Wedding,to which 
he had been invited. But before two 
Months were expird, he condemnd 
them both to Baniſhment, accufing _ 

's 
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of having lain together. He fuffer'd 
Piſo to carry ten Slaves with him, and 
when he petitiond him for a greater 
number, he told him, he might take as 
many as he would, | ran he had an 
equal number of Soldiers to guard 
him. 

The firſt day of the Month of Janu- 
ary a Slave nam'd Maco, got upon the 
Pedeſtal of Jupiter's Statue in the Capi- 
tol, and after he had utter'd ſome terri- 
ble Prediftions, he kill'd a little Dog 
which he had carried with him, and at- 
terwards himſelf. 

Caligula being unable to fatisfie his 
Paſſion of ſhedding Blood, engag'd 2 
great number of Perſons to fight toge- 
ther, ſome in {ingle Combats, and o- 
thers in Parties, ſo that in one day there 
were fix and twenty Horſemen kill'd. 
He was ſo prodigioufly Cruel, as to 
_ command a great number of People 
who were fitting upon their Benches, to 
be exposd to the Beaſts, and to con- 
{train them to fight in the room of 
condemn'd Criminals. And to hinder 


them from crying out, and complain- 


ing of this Violence, he commanded 


their Tongues to be cut out. He forc'd 


a 
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a Knight of Reputation to fight 
with a Gladiator, as a puniſhment for 
having fail'd in his ReſpeQs to his Mo- 
ther Agrippina, and when he came off 
Victorious, he had him tried and con- 
demn'd. He gave orders to put the Fa- 
ther of the ſame Knight into an Tron 
Cage, as well as ſeveral others, and had 
him put to Death, tho'he had commit- 
ted noCrime. Thoſe Combats were at firſt 
perform'd in an inclosd Ground, where 
they took out the Earth, and fill'd the ca- 
vity with Water,upon which Boats might 
paſs. Then he remov'd them to other 
places, after he had pulld down the 
Houſes, and made great cavities in the 
Earth. Theſe new Enterprizes and im- 
menſe Charges, joyn'd with the frequen- 
cy and cruelty of the Murders he 
commanded, rais'd againſt him the pub- 
lick hatred. The violence he us'd a- 
gainſt Macro and Ennta, contributed 
very much to the Odium that was con- 
ceivd againſt him. For without re- 
membring the love he had entertain'd 
for the one, or the good Offices he had 
receiv'd from the other, he us'd them 
_ fo injuriouſſy, that they were compelV'd 
to have recourſe to a Death, whoſe 
intamy 
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infamy he ſhard with them. For 4- 
mong the crimes he charg'd Macro with, 
he accus'd him of having been the Ac- 
complice and Miniſter of his Debau- 
cheries. | 

He put to Death ſeveral Perſons ac- 
_ cusd of divers Crimes, but who were 
really guilty of no other, than that of en- 
Joying good Eſtates, which he wanted af- 
ter he had exhauſted the publick Trea- 
ſure, and had engag'd himſelf in pro- 
fuſions, which no Fund was large enough 
to ſatisfie. A few days after he Mar- 
ried Lo/ltia Paulina, whom Memmius Re- 
gulus her Husband, was oblig'd to give 
him in Marriage, leſt he ſhould ſeem 
to have taken her againſt the Laws, 
in caſe ſhe had not been reſign'd to him. 
Having one day obſery'd a great deal 
of Dirt in a Street, he commanded. 
ſome of it tobe thrown upon the Robe 
of Yeſpafian, who was then Fazle, and 
was charg'd with the care of keeping 
the Streets clean. This Order was exe- 
cuted without occaſioning any refleCti- 
on at that time. Burt in proceſs of time 
'twas remark'd, that it had been giv- 
en by a particular condu& of Provir 
dence, when 'twas ſeen that Yeſpafian 
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by his management of publick Afﬀairs, 
baniſh'd Contuſion and Diſorder from 
Rome, and in their place introduc'd Ju- 
{tice, and the Laws which the Civil 
Wars had aboliſh'd. 

The People having one day call'd 

| Caligula young Emperor, he fancied 

| _ the Acclamation was injurious to him ; 
whereupon he reveng'd himſelf by the 
death of ſeveral Perſons, ſome of which 
| were drag'd from their Seats in the 
| Theatre, and others were ſeiz'd as they 
were returning home. He often made 
ſuch Executions. Once he threatned all 
| che People in theſe terms, © Would to the 
| * Gods that you had all but one Head. 
ln one day five hundred Bears were 
|  Kill'd in a Combat, and. as many other 
| | Beaſts of Africa. Caligula having, as 
= I have faid, ſo ardent a paſſion for: Cha- 
| riots and Horles, was inflam'd with ſuch 
' a jealoulie againſt theſe - who.had any 
exccllency in the art of managing them, 
1 that he put ſome of them openly to 
| Death, and got others privately dil- 
ik patch'd by Poiſon. He favour : the 
Party that was call'd the Green, becauſe 
| he was diſtinguiſh'd.by a Dreſs of that 
4 Colour, .to that degree, that the __ 
4 where 
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where the Chariots of that Faction ran, 
is to this day call'd the Feld of Caius. 
He invited to -Supper a Horſe of that 
Faction call'd Jucitatus, order d' him to 
be ſerv'd in Golden Diſhes, ſwore by 
the Health and Fortune of this Horſe, 
deſign'd him for the Confalſhip, and 
had certainly made him Conſul, if he 
had not been prevented by Death. He 
made a Speech in the Senate, wherein 
he inſerted a Character of ' 7zberius, and 
a long Satyr.again{t the Aſſembly. He 
ſaid to them among other things, * You 
* have behav'd your ſelves very ill to- 
* wards Tiberius, you have ev'n occa- 
*ſiond his Death, by the Infolence 
* which you encourag'd in Sejanus, in- 
*ſomuch that I ought not to expect 
* any good (from you. - After that he 
introducd. 7iberius, and made him aps 
prove of his Diſcourſe by theſe words 
which he ſaid for him. * You have ſpoke 
* nothing, my Dear Cazw, but what is 
* true. For which reaſon 'tis your Ja- 
*. tereſt not. to: love or ſpare any of 
* theſe Men. They all hate you, ' and 
wiſh your Death. No body obeys 
* you heartily. Every one careſles him 
© that has the power, in proportion to 


* his 


| 
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© his fears of him, and if he ceas'd to 
© fear him, lie would likewiſe ceaſe to 
* reſpet him. After having ſpoke in 
this manner, he roſe up, left the Se- 
nate, and went to a Houſe of Pleaſure 

near the City. Trp 
The Senators were ſo aſtoniſh'd at 
this Diſcourſe, that they were Speech- 
leſs. But meeting the next day they ex- 
tolld his Clemency, and voted him their 
humble thanks that they were ſtill a- 
live, and order'd that every year upon 
the ſame day he had made this Haran- 
gue, the Senate ſhould facrifice to his 


Mercy. After this they no longer 0- 


mitted any occaſion of flattering him 
in the moſt fervile terms. But Caligu- 
la deſpiſing the Honours they had paid 
him, had the vanity to paſs on. Horſe- 


| back over the Sea, and to fill up the 


Strait that is between Puteol; and Balli, 
which contains about ſix and twenty 
Furlongs. They got together upon this 
occaſion all the Boats they could find, 
and there being not a ſufficient num- 
ber to compaſs the Work, new ones 
were orderd to be made. He was not 
ſatisfied with a Bridge alone, there were 
Houſes built upon it, and an Aquedu&t 
| | CE a Was 
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was made to convey freſh Water upon 
it. When the Work was accomplith'd, 
Caligula put on his Cuiraſs, which he 
call'd the Cuiraſs of Alexander, and o- 
ver it a Military Habit made of Silk 
of a purple Colour, imboſs'd with Gold 
and Jewels. Then taking his Sword, 
and Buckler, with a Crown of Oaken 
| Leafs he facrificd to Nepture and to 

Envy, leaſt any one ſhould envy his 
good fortune. He advanc'd upon the 
Bridge, attended with an Army of Foot 
and Horſe, then- return'd towards Rome 
with the ſame Equipage, as it he had 
march'd againſt an Enemies City. Reſt- 
ing the next day in the ſame manner 
as 'tis uſual after a Battel, he paſs'd o- 
ver the ſame Bridge in a Chariot ſump- 
tuoutly drefs'd. The Chariot was drawn 
by Horſes that were bred to the Race, 
and usd to Victory, and follow'd by a 
great Equipage, that repreſented the 
Spoils of ſome conquer'd Nation. Da- 
rius Arſacides, who was at that time 
ſent as Hoſtage from the Parthians, 

made the principal Ornament of the 
Shew. As it was but reaſonable that 
Caligula ſhould harangue ſo numerous 


an Army after the Signal Victory he 
s 3 had 
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had obtain'd, he mounted upon a 
Throne prepard for the purpoſe in 
the middle of the Bridge , extoll'd 
in the moſt ſublime Terms, the ge- 
nerolity of his Undertakings , then 
commended his Soldiers for rhe Hard- 
ſhip they had ſuſtain'd, and the Dan- 
gers they had run, and above all, for 
the Glory they had acquird in marching 
upon the Sea, When he had finiſh'd 
his Diſcourte, he remain'd upon the 
Bridge as he would have done in an 
Ifhnd, having his Army in Boats a- 
round him, and paſs'd the reſt of the 
Day and the whole Night in Feaſting and 
Debauchery. This place was made as 
light as twas poſlible by the Fires that 
burnt upon the Mountains, that fur- 
round it like a Theatre in the form of 
2 Drmi-circle. © Caligula having eat 
and drank to exceſs, threw ſeveral ot 
his Friends over the Bridge into the Sea, 
where ſome of 'em were drown'd, but 
the greateſt part though drunk were 
fav'd. He was extreamly vain upon it, 
and faid that Neptune fear'd his Power. 
He allo took occaſion to ſpeak with 
-ontempt of the deſigns of Larius and 
Ferxes, who had undertaken nothing 
COM* 
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comparable to what he had performd. 
The number of the Perſons of Qua- 
liry whom he put to Death is fo grear, 
that it is not eaſie to count them. Hows- 
ever tis neceſlary to take notice of 
ſome of them, in order to ſhew to 
what height his Madneſs roſe. Junius 
Priſcus the Pr@tor was charg'd with 
ſome Crimes, but was really condemn'd 
for his Riches. Caligula having under- 
ſtood that he had committed nothing 
that deſerv'd Death, faid, to every bo- 
dies amazement, he has deceiv'd me, 
and is unſcaſonably dead, he might 
have livd without being diſturb'd. Do- 
 mitius Afer was expos'd to a danger that 
was very extraordinary, from which he 
was deliver'd by a piece of good for- 
tune that was yet more ſtrange. Ha- 
ving one day under the reign of 7:be- 
rius, met Agrippina the Mother of Cali- 
gala, and turning from her as it were 
from a motive of Shame, and fear of 
being ſeen by her, becauſe he had once 
brought on a Proſecution againſt a Lady 
who was one of her Relations, ſhe was 
inform'd of it, and ordering him to be 
call'd before her, ſaid to him, Fear no- 
thing, Domitius : I dont lay the blame 
TE-'S upon 
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upon you, but upon Agamemnon. This 
Domitius having, ſince erefted a Statue 
to Caligula, and having put an Inſcrip- 
tion under it, by which it was noted, 
that at twenty ſeven years of Age he 
was in his ſecond Canſulſhip, the Em- 
peror took this remark both for a re- 
proach on his Youth, and a contraven- 
tion made to the Laws, and was in a 
violent paſlion about it. He accusd 
him on the infant in full Senate, and 
read a long Invective, or rather an Ac- 
cuſation torm'd againſt him, and founded 
upon the ſame Subject, tor which he had 
expected a Reward. Caligula hada ve- 
ry good opinion of his Eloquence, and 
had made an extraordinary effort to 
furpaſs Domitius, whom he knew to be 
an excellent Orator. He had without 
doubt put him to Death, if he had 
dard to conteſt with him, though ne- 
ver \o little, the glory of ſpeaking well. 
Thus Domitius far from undertaking to 
retute his Diſcourſe, pretended to ad- 
mire it, and going back to all the par- 
ticulars, and handling them in their 
order, extoll d it with infinite Commen- 
dations, as1t he had harkned to it only 
to applaud it, and as it he had nothing 
_ to tear irom the Succels of it, When 
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When he had leave to make his De- 
fence, inſtead of employing the Advanta- 
ges which Nature and Art had ſurniſh d 
him with, he had recourſe to Depreca- 
tions and Tears. At laſt he threw him- 
ſelf upon the Ground, and continued 
there proſtrate for ſome time, humbly 
asking his Pardon, and making, appear 
by this Poſture, and by his Cries, or 
by his Silence, that how cerrible ſoever 
the power of the Emperor was, he had 
leſs to fear from that, than from the in- 
vincible force of his Eloquence. Cal:- 
gula had the ridiculous vanity to ima- 
gine, that he had really gor the better 
of this famons Orator in his own Art, 
and was ſo tranſported with joy upon 
it, that he forgot his Anger, and as well 
in conſideration of his fancied Con- 
queſt, as in favour to a Freedman nam'd 
Calliſtus, whom he lov'd, and to whom 
Domitius had usd to make his Courr, 
he pardond him. This Ca//iſtas having 
afterwards taken the liberty to tell 
him, that the Charge he had brought 
againſt Domitius was unjuſt, and that 
it had been better to have avoided ir, 
he anſwer'd, that he had not power to 
ſuppreſs ſo rare a Maſterpiece in rhe 

hd F-1 Art 
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Art of Speaking. 'Thus Domitius eſ- 
capd only by his Addreſs, in ſuffering 
his Eloquence to be condemn'd. Se- 
zeca the moſt excellent Philoſopher at 
that time among the Romars, or even a- 
 mong many other Nations, was very near 
loſing his Life by a like occaſion, For 
though he was neither accus'd nor ſuſ- 
pected of any Crime, Caligu/a had a 
deſign to put him to Death out of en- 
vy to the Applauſe and Reputation 
with which he had pleaded a Cauſe in 
his preſence before the Senate, and he 
had executed his deſign, if one of the 
Women whom this Philoſopher enter- 
tain'd, had not diverted him from it, 
by aſluring him that his Lungs were 
infeed, and that he muſt ſhortly die of 
a natural Death. 

Caligula ſoon after nam'd Dedkleins 
Conſul, and put out thoſe that were 
then in being, for having celebrated 
Sports according to Cuſtom, in Com- 
memoration of the Victory formerly 
obtain'd by Auguſtus over Anthony. For 
to have a pretence to find fault with 
them, he affected to ſeem to be deriv'd 
rather from Anthouy than Auguſtus, and 
2 little before he had ſaid to thoſe to 

whom 
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whom he diſclosd his moſt ſecret 
Thoughts, that whatſoever method the 
Conſuls took, they could not avoid pu- 
niſhment, becauſe it they made Sacrift- 
ces, they would be guilty of rejoycing 
for the defeat of Anthony, and if they 
made none, they would be accountable 
for not giving thanks to the Gods for 
the Victory of Augy/ias. He banilſhd 
Carinus Secundus Profeilor of Rhetorick, 
for having pronounc'd a Diſcourſe a- 
gainſt Tyrants, though he deſignd it 
only to exerciſe his Stile, and to give 
the Publick ſome proofs of his Capa- 
CITY. | 
When he had exhauſted Rome and 
| Ttaly of Money, he turn'd his thoughts 
towards Gaul and Spain, and reſolv'd to 
gather the Spoils of thoſe fertile Pro- 
vinces. He made for this end a very 
numerous Equipage of Dancers, Gla- 
diators, Women and Horſes. When he 
' was in that Country 'twas obſerv'd, 
that to be polleſs'd of an Eſtate was a 
Crime. He fat himfelt at the (ale of 
Goods and Lands, and made much more 
conſiderable Sums of, them, than an 
body elfe could, becauſe he conſtrain'd 
the Buyers to pay a Price that ex ceeded 
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the juſt Value. When he ſaw rhat this 
way of Sale was ſo advantagiovs to 
him, he order'd the moſt precious Move- 
ables of his Palace to be brought, and 
whilſt they were ſetting up at the AuQti- 
on, he faid, * This was my Father's, 

© this Necklace was that which my 

* Mother us'd to wear. Anthony brought 

, this rare piece out of Egypt : Auguſtus 

© heretofore won theſe Spoils from his 
© Enemies. He preſerv'd none of thoſe 
coſtly Ornaments, but laviſh'd them 
all away according to his Cuſtom, et- 
ther in Largeſles to his Soldiers, or in 
other extravagant expences. He rais'd 
an Army of two hundred and fifty 
thouſand Men, and he made a ſhift to 
deſtroy almoſt all of them, by obli- 
ging them to fight together, ſometimes 
one to one, ſometimes more to an e- 
qual number. Having one day obſerv'd 
a great Train of Priſoners, or ſome ſuch 
People, whereot the firſt and laſt were 
bald. he commanded them all to be 
mailacred. Money tailing him once at 
Play, he call'd for the account of the 
Stare of Gaul, and after having read 
Ir, he order'd ſome of the richeſt Men 


ot that Province to be put to Death, 
+ Which 
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Which done, he returnd to thoſe who 
were at Play, and faid to them, © Whilſt 
* you amuſe: your ſelves at ſmall Game, 
* ] have got- fifteen hundred thouſand 
© Drachma's.. Thus dic he pur to death 
very innocent People, without any ſha- 
dow of Juſtice. One may put in. the 
ſame rank a Man pretty mnch at 
his eaſe, yet of no ſubſtance fo extra- 
ordinary, as to put his Life in danger 
upon the account of his Wealth. He 
was call'd Julius Sacerdos, and was exe- 
cuted ſor the ſake of his Name. In 
this manner was every thing done un- 
der this unhappy Reign, without any 
cauſe or formality of Juſtice. - He had 
usd Claudius after the fame manner, 
if he had not deſpis'd him as a Man of 
a ſlow and ſtupid Nature, though per- 
haps he afteaed to appear ſo more than 
he was. 

Caligula advancing towards the Oce- 
an, as if he defignd to carry the 
War into Great Britain, put his Army 
in order of Battel upon the Shoar, em- 
bark'd, and after he had gone a little 
way out to Sea, return'd of a ſudden, 
landed, mounted upon a very high 
Throne, gave the word to his Soldiers, 
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as if he had been ready to give Battel, 
made the Trumpets ſound to theCharge, 
.and then commanded them to gather 


precious Spoils, which he wanted to 


Title of Conqueror of the Ocean had 


Notice of it. For he that makes ufc 
_ of big Words to extol a ſmall Acqion, 
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Shells. When he was pofleſs'd of thoſe 


adorn his Triumph, he feem'd full of 
that Noble Fire which the glorious 


infpird him with, and rewarded with 
Magnificence the important Services of 
his Army. He carried even to Rome, 
thoſe Shells as teſtimonies of his Va- 
Jour. The Senate who were ſenſible of 
the extravagance of his Humour, were 
at a loſs to know whether they ſhould 
praiſe him for this Exploit, or take no 


feems to have no other deſign than to 
rally. Nevertheleſs Ca/zgula had like to 
have deſtroy'd the whole Senate, be- 
cauſe at his return they did not give 
him extraordinary and almoſt divine Ho- 
nours. Having after that call'd the Peo- 
ple together, he threw among them 
from a high place pieces of Gold and 
Silver, among which there were Iron 
Spikes, and by which ſeveral Perſons 
were kild. He condemn'd to Death M 

tne 
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the ſame time Caſius Vetellinus, and 
fore'd Capito his Father, a Man of Pro- 
bity, againſt whom there was nothing 
alledg'd, to afliſt at the Execution, This 
unfortunate Father having begg'd of him 
that he might be ſuffer'd to ſhut his 
Eyes at leaſt, he commanded him to 
be put to Death with his Son. The 
common Miniſter of his Cruelties was 
one Protogenes, who carried always a- 
bout him two Regiſters, whereof he 
call'd one the Sword, and the other the 
Dagger. This Protogenes entring one 
day into the Senate, all the Sena- 
tors throng'd about him to pay him 
their Reſpeats. He perceivd among 
'em Scribonius Proculus, and darting a 
look at him full of Anger, he ſaid to 
him, * How dare you Salute me, you 
* who are an Enemy to the Emperor ! 
Ehe Senators had no ſooner heard thoſe 
words, but they fell upon Proculus, and 
pull'd him in pieces, at which Caligula 
was ſo tranſported with Joy, that he 
declar'd he was reconcil'd to them. They 
made an Order , that in their Aſſem- 
blies he ſhould ſit upon a high Throne, 
 incompaſs'd with Guards, that no body 

might approach him. 


Some 
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Some gave him the Title of Hero, 
and others that of a God, which made 
him inconceiveably proud. He had for 
ſome time wiſh'd to be taken for ſome- 
what more than Man, and to have it 
believd, that he had a private inter- 
courſe with the Moon, and that he 
had been Crown'd by the Hands of Vi- 
tory. He pretended to be Jupzter, 
and to maintain himſelf in that Repu- 
tation, he boaſted of his familiarity 
with a great number of Women, and 
chiefly with his Siſters. He diſguis'd 
himſelf ſometimes like Juna, Diana and 
Venus, and chang'd Habits as well as 
Names. Sometimes he appear'd in a 
ſoft effeminate Garb, with a Crook in 
his Hand cover'd with Vine-Leafs, like 
a Bacchanal, and ſometimes with a Maſ\- 
culine Air, a Club and a Lyon's Skin. 
One day he was ſeen with a long Beard, 
and the next ſhav'd very cloſe. He 
held a Trident in his Hand when the 
fancy took him, and then he lanc'd his 
Thunder. Today he was diſguis'd like an 
Amazon,and to morrow like another ſort 
of Woman, and was continually chang- 
ing Habits and Ornaments, to appear 
quite otherwiſe than a Man. A Gaul 
as ſeeing 
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ſeeing him one day dreſs'd like Jupiter, 
and ſeated upon a Throne raisd very 
high, from whence he deliver d Ora- 
cles, could not forbear laughing. Ca- 
ligula having perceiv'd it, call'd the Man, 
and ask'd him what opinion he enter- 
tain'd of him: The Ganl replied very 
frankly, © That he ſeem'd to him very 
extravagant. He did him no hurt, be- 
cauſe he was but 2a Shoomaker, and 
in that follow'd the cuſtom of Great 
Men, who are more willing to hear 
the truth from an ordinary Man, than 
from a Man of Quality. 

When he diſguisd himſelf like a God, 
he had publick Prayers and Sacrifices 
made to him. When he was not ſo 
diſguis'd, he wore a Habit of Silk upon 
ordinary days, ſuch a one as was uſual- 
ly worn upon a day of Triumph. He 
embrac'd, and kiſs'd ſome Perſons: But 
he gave his Hand or his Foot to o- 
thers to kiſs, even to Senators. They, 
to whom he did the honour to kiſs them, 
gave him thanks in a full Senate, tho' 
'twas an Honour he did the publick 
Dancers and Buffoons before all the 
World. The moſt conſiderable Men of 
the Empire, flatter'd his Cn 68 
_ ſions 
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ſions with the vileſt complaiſance. Lu- 
cius Vitelius, a Man who wanted nei- 
ther Birth nor Underſtanding, flatter'd 
'em with a lower ſubmiſſion than any 
body beſide. He had got a great repu- 
tation in Syria, while he commanded 
the Troops there : For having met with 
Artaban in that Countrey, who inſulted 
him, and who had already ſeiz'd upon 
Armenia, he put him into ſuch a Con- 
ſternation by the firmneſs and reſolu- 
tion, with which he march'd againſt 
him upon the Banks of Euphrates, that 
he forc'd him to a Treaty, and to agree 
to Sacrifice before the Statues of Augu- 
flus and Caligula, to grant the Romans 
an advantageous Peace, and to give 
them his Children as Hoſtages. 

The Parthians having driven away 
their King, the whole blame was thrown 
upon this Yite/ius, and Caligula fum- 
mon'd him to anſwer for this Accident, 
When he ſaw that he was Perſecuted by 
Envy and Hatred, and that he was ready 
to be Sacrificd to the diffidence of the 
Emperor, he ſav'd himſelf by deſcending 
much below the opinion that was enter- 
tain'd of him, by caſting bimſclt at the 


Feet | 


[ap ] 

Feet of the Emperor, moiſtning the 
Earth with his Tears, adoring him as a 
God, and promiſing to Sacrifice to him 
if he would be ſo merciful as to ſave his 
Life. By this artifice he won upon Ca- 
ligula, to that degree, that he not only 
obtain'd his pardon, but became one of 
his moſt intimate Friends. As this Prince 
was one Day pretending to kiſs the 


Moon, he ask'd Y73tellius if he did not 


fee her kiſs him : Then Y7tellius began to 
hold down his Head, and trembling ſaid 
_ to him, * Tis the priviledge of you 
* Gods alone to be able to fee one ano- 
© ther. From this beginning Y7zellius 
became the greateſt Flatterer of his 
Age. SÞ 
Caligula's mind being quite corrupted 
by the vanity which theſe ridiculous En- 
comiums infſpird into him, he erected a 
Temple to his own Honour in Rowe, and 
built an Apartment to himſelf in the Ca- 
pitol, in order to lodge with Jupiter. But 
afterwards accuſing this God of having 
taken the firſt Place, and not being ſatis- 
fied himſelf with the ſecond, he order'd 
another Temple to be built in the Palace 
with all imaginable ſpeed, and he de- 

ſign'd 
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_ He took the Title of chief Prieſt of 


_ chine to imitate Lightning and the noiſe 
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ſign'd to have the Statue of Jupiter Olym. 
pian carried thither, and to alter it by 
putting his own Head upon it. But he 
could not accompliſh it, becauſe the 
Veſſel which was prepar'd for this pur- 
poſe was broke with a clap of Thunder, 
and every time they attempted to re- 
move the Statue, they heard a great noiſe 
of Laughing. Thus the Emperor, after 
he had threatned Jupiter,order'd another 
Statue to be carvd, and having demol- 
iſh'd the Temple which had been anci- 
ently built in the middle of the Forum, 
in honour of Caſtor and Pol/lux, he made 
a paſlage between their Statues to go to 
his Palace, and took occaſion to boaſt 
that thoſe two Gods ſerved him for Por- 
ters. 


Jupiter, and choſe Ceſonia his Wife, Clau- 
dius and others of great Wealth to offi- 
ciate at the Altar, trom each of which 
he got two hundred thouſand Drachma's. 
He was ' Prieſt himſelf, and took his 
Horſe for his Collegue in the Prieſt- 
hood, and Sacrific'd every Day Birds of 
great rarity and value; He had a Ma- 
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of Thunder , and when he heard it 
Thunder / in earneſt, he thre w a great 
ſtone at each Clap, and repeated as 'twere 
in defiance of Heaven, a Verſe of #7omer, 
the ſenſe of which was, that he would 
either kill the Father of the Gods, or be 
kill'd by him. "7 

If we muſt paſs over in ſilence ſeve- 
ral infamous ways which this new God, 
and this new Jupiter made uſe of to raiſe 
Money, yet one thing is not to be con-. 
ceal'd, which is, that he had ſeveral 
Apartments in his Palace, where he kept 
Women and young Children of the beſt 
Families in Rome, with whom he drove 
2 moſt abqminable Trade. *T'was with- 
out doubt-one of his moſt agreeable di- 
verſions, 'and he never had a more ſenfi- 
ble pleaſure thanwhen he was counting 
the Money which he had heapd up by 
ſuch ſcandalous methods. 

When his brutality was at the height, 
Caſſius Cherea, and Cornelius Sabinus, who 
were both Captains of the Guard, con- 
ſpir'd againſt him. They diſcover'd their 
deſign to ſeveral others, as to Caliſtas, 
and to Eparchus. But they took the Exe- 
cution of it upon «7 panda This Che- 
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rea Was a Mani'of' a Vertue worthy of 
the firſt Ages. He had long had great 
reaſon not to love Caligula, becauſe tho' 
he didnot want Courage, he us'd to call 
* him effeminate, and out of mockery 
x would give him for the Watch-Word 
Cupid or Venus, or fome ſuch Name. 
Caligula had been warn'd by an Oracle 
to beware of Caſſius, But he under- 
ſtood it of Caius Cafhus, who com- 
manded then in A4fa, and who was de- 
ſcended from him that ſtab'd Julius Ce- 
ſar, and \uſpefting no body elſe, ſent 
for him bound to Rome. Yet twas of 
Caſſius Cherea, the Oracle ſpoke. | 
| One Apollonius an Egyptian, having 
foretold the ſame accident in his own 
Countrey was brought to Rome upon 
that occaſion, and arriv'd there upon the 
very Day the Conſpiracy was to break 
out. But his Aﬀair inſtead of being ex- 
amin'd upon the ſpot, was put off till 
another time, and in the interim Cal;- 
gula was kill'd, and Apo/onius ſav'd trom 
the danger that threatned him. The 
buſineſs was executed in this manner. 
Caligula made a great teaſt, and gave 
all manner ot Diverſions in his Palace : 
There was a vaſt Crowd of People, - 
tine 
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the midſt of , which he eat, and drank 
voluptuouſly. Pomponius Secundas,; the 
Conſul was at Table juſt; by him, and 
often kifs'd his F ect... When he got up 
to dance, and to act a part in a, Tra- 
gedy,: Cherea thought 'twas time to,.do 
the buſineſs, and kill'd him as he was 
coming out of the Theatre to ſee ſome 
Children that he had ſent for out of 
Greece and ona, to perform ſome Songs 
that were made in his Praiſe. None of 
thoſe who were preſent, attempted to 
oppoſe the deſign of the Confpirators. 
On the contrary ſeveral pierc'd his dead 
Body with their Swords, and ſome were 
inhumane enough to eat of it. The 
ſame hour they kill'd his Wife and 
Daughter. 

Caligula having liv'd thus during the 
ſpace of three Years and ten Months, 
found at laſt by Experience that he was 
no God. They who afliſted at this tra- 
gical Execution, call'd to mind what he 
ad formerly ſaid to the People : © Would 
© to the Gods that you had all but one 
* Neck, and faw plainly that he himſelf 
had but one, whereas the Conſpirators 
had ſeveral Hands. The Guards took 
the Alarm immediately, and ran about 

V-'3 from 
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from place to place, demanding who had 
kill'd the Emperor : But Palerius Afati- 
cs, a Conſular Man mounting upon a 
high place, appeas'd them after a won- 
derful manner, by crying out, * Would 
* to the Gods that I my ſelf had killd 


© him. 
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CLAUDIUS 
EMPEROR 


SHALL relate here how Claudins 
came to the Empire. When Calz- 

" gula was kill'd, the Conſuls ſet 
Guards every where, and ſummon'd the 
Senate to the Capitol, where ſeveral 
Counſels were propos'd. Some were 
for reſtoring the Power into the Hands 
of the People, and others were for a 
Government by a ſingle Perſon, and 
there was a very great diverſity of opi- 
8 en, ER: nions 
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nions among them concerning the 
Choice of a Sovereign, which made 
them ſpend the reſt of the Day, and the 
whole Night without taking any reſo- 
lution. In the mean time, the Soldiers 
being got into the Palace with a deſign 
to plunder it, found Claudius there in a 
very: obſcure place, where he had hid 
himſelf {or fear of being kill'd in the 
tumult. They drew him out, believing 
it was another, whom they might pro- 
bably get ſomething by. But when they 
ſaw *twas He, they Proclaim'd. him. Em- 
peror, ana carried him to the Camp, 
where with the reſt of their Compani- 
ons they inveſted him with the Sove- 
reign Power, as one who was deſtended 
from the Imperial'Family, and had ac- 
wrd the Character of a. juſt and mo- 
erate Perſon. The Conſuls were no 
ſooner inform'd of what the Army had 
done, but they ſent the Tribunes of the 
People and ſome other Officers to forbid 
Claudius to accept the Empire, and to 
command him to ſubmit to the Autho- 
rity of the People, Senate, and Laws. 
But when tlicy, ſaw that the Soldiers, to 
whom they had committed the Guard of 
the City forſook them, they conſented 
Ws | gþ to 
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tos the Proclaiming of Claudias, and or- 
der'd every thing they thought neceſſa- 
ry to ſecure to him the poſletſion of the 
Sovereign Power. Thus came Tiberius 
Claudius Nero Germanicus, Son of Dru- 
ſas, and Grand-Son of L:ivia to the Em- 
pire, ''tho' he had never exercisd any 
other Office than that of Conſul. He 
was then in the Fiftieth Year of his 
Age': He had no bad underſtanding, 
had been well Educated, and had even 
formerly compos'd ſome Memoirs. He 
was not (o' well furniſ}'d as to the Gifts 
of 'the "Body. For he was infirm, his 
Head and Hands'ſubje& to ſhake, from 
whence alfo proceeded his difficulty in 
ſpeaking. Theſe infirmities oblig'd him 
tobe carried in a cloſe Chair, which no 
 Romay had ever 'us'd before, and from 
thence -have the Emperors and the reſt 
_ of: us Conſular Men taken the cuſtom of 
ufing'Chairs of that ſort. For neither 
Auguſtas nor Tiberius us'd any thing but 
ſmall Litters, which are {lill in {faſhion 
for the Women. 

\ | Tho' Claudius was not naturally in- 
clind-to ill, yetthe had one horrid taulr, 
Which was, that he liv'd publickly. in a 
ſcandalous ſubmiſſion to his Domeſticks, 
nor” © 5 Ip and 
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and his Miſtreſſes,- \This perhaps proy 
ceeded. from hence, that having been 
very infirny from his Childhood, he had 
been brought up in ſubjeQtion under the 
Conduct of others, which obligd..him 
ſometimestoſhew leſs Spirit than he had, 
as he acknowledg'd: one. Day in full Se- 

nate. Beſides he had not preſerv'd. all 

his Liberty in the Company of Women, 
and as he was extreamly'addiRted to: his 
Pleaſures, ' they who had a mind-to ſur- 
priſe him took- the opportunity of his 
Feaſts, and other times when he;was yet 
les Maſter of himſelf, and when herwas 
not-able to refuſe them any things i_.Yet 
further, he was ſo fearful, that he was 
oftentimes incapable of taking,any.xer 
ſolution. They who: had got- poſlefſion 
of his mind, us'd divers Stratagems..t0 
augment his fear, and by this means 
brought about whatſoever they, pleas'd. 
They even made themſelves formidable 
to others, as a Proof of which when 
they had invited any one to Supper, 
whom the Emperor had invited the.ſame 
Day, the Perſon never fail'd to Sup with 
them, and to excuſe himfeli to-the Em- 
peror. Nevertheleſs it; muſt: be own'd, 
that if Claudias could EIS we 
ON” NO OT TRE Ce TOE ION? a4 al 
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faults which thoſe, dangerous Courtiers, 
cewls him falljnto, he, would: have been 
ry. tolerable Prince, and! yer in- ſpite 
of is > fanles 5 Empire was well govern'd. 
He gat rid of .Cherea and, fome athers, 
not {© much, to- revenge on Death. ob 
=_— as $9.) provide for hi is, OW 


aA was admjr'd. for his Methods of 
raiſing Taxcs, [abſtaining frag every 
thing, that \might ſeem injurious. or di- 
Gaſttyli He took, particular care to re- 
gulate! the Manggrs. of the People, and 
ro.-xepreſs that Luxury which had. pre- 
vail'd:.to exces in the former: Reign. 
He-made an Order that allPubliek Houſes 
ſbou'd/be-ſbut up, and-punilh'd; tha. Oh 
fenders. - The (City, having! \after'd: 4 
_ eat Dearth, Claudius did. Bot: content 
ſelf. with ſupplying: the preſent ne- 
celity, but would: alſo provide for the 
occaſions of fallowing Ages, in; building 
a._Bort whoſe convenience ſhould furniſh 
Proviſtens: 11 abundance... The: Corn 
that ſuſtain'd the; Inbabitants -of Rowe 
being drawn from. forreign ;Countreys, 
the want of Ports and ob about the 
Moauh of the Tiber, made the command 
of the Sea uſeleſs to them, becauſe re- 


ceiving 
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ceiving no | Proviſions in the Winter, 
_ they could not ſubfiſt' during that trou- 
bleſome Seaſon, but upon what they had 
in their Granaries ; or if any one durſt 
venture to bring any at that time, ill 
ſucceſs for the moſt part; condemn'd the 
raſhneſs of his undertaking. The Em- 
peror having ask'd his ArchiteQs how 
much' this great Work would come to, 
_ they anſwerd him with a deſign to di- 
vert him from it, that 'the'expence-would 
riſe ſo high, that when they ſhould give 
him a State of it, he'would ſoon lay all 
thoughts of it aſide. But far'ifrom 
quitting * this deſign he bent his inclina- 
tion to it, 'with a Zeal worthy of/ the 
Roman Generoſity and Magnificence, 
He immediately orderd a great ſpace 
of ground to- be dug up, and laid Foun- 
dations all! about 'it' to receive the Sea 
in the middle. He afterwards rais'd 
two Banks, and between-them a Tower 
in form "of | an Iſland, upon the top 
of which they put np Lights to 'be'a 
guide -to -Ships in the Night... The 
whole work wascall'd the Port, // - 
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_ Claudius. | ip the \ . People . fre- 
quently with the Cornbats of Gladia- 
tors, in which he took a fingular plea- 
ſure. His greateſt Entertainment _ was 
to ſee Combatants mangle one another, 
whilſt he din'd. Yet he order'd a Lyon 
be kill'd, that was accuſtom'd to eat Men, 
which for that reaſon was very agree- 
able to the People, eving thereby that 
he did not approve of ſuch bloody Spe- 
Cacles. But the Hahit he_ had got of 
ſceing Blood ſpilt, made him more 
prompt to command ' Murders, Yet 
the whole fault is to be attributed to 


. 
— - _ 


grief, The firſt whoſe Blood he fpilt, 
We Oy 
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was Cazus Appins Stlanus, a Perſon of 
illuſtrious Birth, whoſe only Crime was 
| offending Meſſalina, by refuſing tb 
conſent to her infamous Deſires, and 
diſpleaſing at the fame time Narciſſas, 
the Emperor's Freedman. . This Nareij/- 
ſus. fuppos'd that he had had a' Dream, 
in. which he thought he. ſaw Appins 


aſlafſinate .the Emperor, and going to 


him whilſt, he was in his Bed, he told 
him his Dream with a trembling Voice, 
and Meſſaling who was preſent, fo art- 
fully improv'd the Circumſtances of it, 
and both rogether ſlampd ſuch a ter-_ 
ror upon his-Mind, that the Condem- 
nation of Appius was reſolv'd upon fo 
Tight a foundation as the ſhadow of a 
thought, which deludes the ſenſes lock'd 
up. in Sleep, _ | 

. From the time that this Perſon of 
Note was condemn'd in this manner, 
the Romans no longer expected any 
good from the, Adminiſtration of Clau- 


dins, which gave occalion, to Yiniciar 


and Camus Goyernors of Provinces to 
conſpire againſt him. The news of their 
Enterprize put him into fuch a fright, 


hat he was Wa, near making a yolun- 
tary ſurrender, of the Empire. But thoſe 


LIST Aa... 
two Captains being betray'd by their 
Soldiers miſerably periſh'd, and ſeveral 
others, as well Men as Women, died 
upon this occaſion. The misfortunes of 
this time were fo frequent and ſo ex- 
tream, that there ſeem'd to be no o- 


ther vertue in faſhion, but a reſolution 
of ge Death. Claudius oftengave 
a Greek Verſe for the Word, the ſenſe 
of which is, * That we ought to be 
© reveng'd of him, who attacks us with- 
© out cauſe, He often repeated Greet 
Verſes in full Senate. One day as he 
_ was giving Audience to ſome Deputies 
of Lycia, he ſpoke to one of them in 
Latin, who tho' he was a Native of 
that Country, had been made a Reman 
Citizen. The Lycian having not un- 
derſtood what he ſaid, he depriv'd him 
of the Priviledge of the City, ſaying, 
* That whoſoever underſtood not the 
* Language of Rome, did not deſerve to 
© be a Citizen of it. Since the Romans 
began to have ſome conſideration for 
Strangers, and to give them the Free- 
dom of their City, ſeveral petition'd 
Claudias for it, and bought it of Meſſa- 
lina his Wife, and his Favourites : It 
Was at firft very dear, but it fell at 

length 
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length t#o low a price, that it became 
a common ſaying, that one might have 
41, Sc et ee 
Meſſalina in the mean time not cons 
tented with abandoning her ſelf to the 
molt profligate courſes, conſtrain'd 6- 
ther Women to follow her Example, 
and made ſeveral in the Palace Cuck- 
old their Husbands before their Faces. 
She eſteem'd and countenanc'd thoſe 
Men who patiently ſuffer'd that 'ſcan- 
dalous Proſtitution, and preferrd them 
to Employments and Dignities, For 
thoſe who had not complaiſance enough 
to conſent to it, ſhe bore them an im- 
placable hatred, and us'd all ſorts of 
ways to ruine them. Claudius was a 
long time unacquainted with theſe Dif- 
orders, becauſe ſhe ſent him young Wo- 
men to divert him, and by Preſents 
corrupted or remov'd by threatning thoſe 
who were ſuſpected by her. 
The Soldiers beginning to mutiny, 
Narciſſus was ſent by Claudius to ap- 
peaſe them. But as ſoon as they ſaw 
this Freedman, who being mounted up- 
on a high place, was preparing to make 
a Speech to them, they - began to be 
more diforder'd than before, and cried 
TAO" TRY _ 
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out. with one: Voice, 4d Saturnalia, 
which is a ſort of Proverb founded 
upon the Cuſtom, which the Slaves have 
of repreſenting their Maſters at that Fe- 
ſtival. But that which is more aſtoniſh- 
ing, is, that the contempt which they 
had for Narciſſus, carried them to ſubmit 
to the Condu@t of their General, and to 
paſs into Great Britain, to make War 
upon the Inhabitants of that Iſland. Yeſ- 
pafian one of the Lieutenants of Plau- 
tis, got a great Reputation there. Clau- 
dius ſoon after went over thither in 
Perſon, and having engag'd the Ene- 
mies, routed them, plunderd their Pa- 
laces, and acquir'd the ſirname of Brz- 
Fannicus. | 
 Meſſalina falling deſperately in Love 
with-a Comedian called Mrneſter, and 
not being able to make him conſent to 
what ſhe deſir'd, intreated the Emperor 
to command him to obey her, as if 
it had been upon ſome other occaſion 
than what ſhe intended. When Clau- 
dinus had commanded him to pleaſe the 
Empreſs in every thing ſhe defir'd, he 
reſiſted no longer, as it the Obedience 
he paid in this Point, had been com- 
prehended under the general a 2 
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had reveiv'd. She did the-ſame thing 
to feverat'others, andiplung'd her fell 
in Lewdneſs with the fame freedom, as 
_ if ſhe had had the "culiinae of the fim- 

peror for it, 

The Sun being to. foffer an Eclipſe, 
upon a day that was the Anniverſary 
of Claudins's coming to the Empire, he 
was apprehenſive left\ ſach an Accident 
ſhould give occaſion for fome Diſorder, 
and for” that reaſon he ſet forth a Wri- 
ting, in which he not only gave no- 
tice that the Eclipſe was to be, but 
likewiſe mark'd the time, and explain'd 
_ the manner and cauſes of it. Thoſe 
which are generally given are as follow. 
The Moon makes her courſe under the 
Sun, whether ſhe doth it immediately 
under him, or whether Mercury and Ve- 
"us are between them. She moves in 
like the Sun, in height pr- 
haps like him too, and in Latitude, 
which is a way in which he doth nor 
move atall. When the Sun and Moon 
caſt their Bearws dire&tly upon the Earth, 
and the Moon is immediately under 
the Sun, ſhe hides him from the ſight, 
thouph unequally in refpe& of ſeveral 
GE Eclipling a great part __ 


[ 315 ] 
to others leſs, and to others very little - 
But ſhe never hides him from all Peo- 
ple at the ſame time, becauſe the Sun 
having a light which is proper to it 
ſelf, and which he borrows from no 0- 
ther Star, he diſperſes its Beams upon 
places where the Moon is not, and. 
where ſhe can be no Obſtacle to him. 
So much for the Eclipſe of the Sun. 
If 'tis expeaed I ſhould fay any o_ 
of that of the Moon, ſince I am engag 
in this Matter, this Star is depriv'd of 
the light of the Sun, and appears fuch 
as it 15s whenever being oppoſite to the 
Sun, which never happens but when 1t 
is Full, it meets the ſhadow of the Earth, 
which extends it ſelf in form of a 
Cone. I thall fay no more upon this 
Subject. 
While Meſſalfra kept Mneſter to her 
ſelf, and the People complain'd thar he 
was taken from the Theatre, Claudius 
ſolemnly proteited that he did not hin- 
der him, and that he receiv'd no man» 
ner of Service trom him. They who 
thought he ſpoke ſincerely, were con- 
cernd to ſee that he was the only Per- 
ſon that was ignorant of the Dilorders 
of his Family, ot which his Enemies 
| X | had 
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had intelligence. Yet they durſt not 
inform him, for fear of difpleaſing Meſ- 
ſalina, or ruining Mneſter, For he was 
no leſs agreeable to the People for his 
excellence in his Art, than he was to 
Meſſalixa, on the account of his well- 
made Perſon. Some who were at the 
Theatre, one day having importun'd 
him to dance, he retir'd, ſaying, * *Tis 
* not in my power, becauſe I have lain 
© with Oreſtes, The year following, 
which was the laſt of the eighteenth 
Age irom the foundation of Rowe, Clau- 
dius was Conſul for the fourth time, 
and Ytellius for the third. During his 
Conſulſhip he expcll'd ſeveral Senators, 
among whom there were ſome that ſut- 
ter'd this Affront with ſo much the 
more moderation, ina{much as they had 
not an Eſtate that was neceſlary to 
to ſupport their Dignity. He put fe- 
veral others in their room, and among 
the reſt Surdinius Gallus, who was re- 
tird to Carthage to avoid this Honour. 
Claudius having fent tor him, ſaid to 
him ; © Il] keep you here with Chains 
* of Gold. Thus he remain'd as it were 
fix d to Kome, by this glittering Dignt- 
ty, Tho' Claudius puniſh'd ſeverely 

the 
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the faults which Freedmen committed 
againſt their Patrons, he usd great in- 
dulgence towards his own. An Actor 
having one day faid theſe words in the 
Theatre, which are very often in Peo- 
ple's Mouths, © There is nothing ſo In- 
* folent, as a Slave whom Fortune has 
* raisd, and Polibins his Freedman, upon 
whom the People caſt their Eyes, ha- 
ving replied with a loud Voice, that 
the ſame Poet had faid: © There are 
* Kings that were formerly Shepherds, 
the Emperor was not angry, nor did 
him any kind of hurt. Having receiv'd 
advice that ſeveral had confpir'd againft 
him, : he deſpisd almoſt alt that were 
accusd, faying, © That a Man ſhould 
* not be reveng'd upon a Flea, as up- 
® on a wild Beaſt, and condemn'd none 
* but Afaticus. Nay even he too was 
very near being acquitted. For as he 
perſiſted in denying the Crime, and 
declar'd fokemnly that he knew none 
of the Witneſſes who had deposd 
againſt him, a Soldier who had accus'd 
him as one of his Accomplices, was 


ask'd where he was. The Soldier, who 


had receiv'd from thoſe who had ſub- 
orn'd him no other fign to know him 
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by, than that he was bald, pointed to 
another Man, who was bald likewiſe, 
which having rais'd great Laughter, 
Claudius believd him Innocent, and 
was deſirous to acquit him. But Y3-. 
zellius to make his Court to Meſſalina, 
told him that 4/raticas had ſuch a ſenſe 
of his Guilt, that he had ſent to in- 
treat him to get him leave to chuſe his 
Death, upon which: Claudius made no 
difficulty of condemning him from a 
belieſ, : Ba he had already condemn'd 
himſelf. This year near the Iſland of Tera, 
was diſcover'd another little Iſland which 
had never been ſeen before. There be- 
ing ſeveral Maſters, who inſtead of ta- 
king care of their Slaves when they 
were ſick, put them out of their Houſes, - 
Claudius made a Law, by which he or- 
dered that ſuch Slaves as ſtould be ſo 
put out, and ſhould recoyer their Healths, 
ſhould remain free from the power of 
thoſe inhumane Maſters. 
 Veſpafian in the mean time being ſhut 
up, and as it were beſieg'd in Great 
Britain by the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
try, and being in danger of periſhing, 
Titus his Son diſingag d him by his ex- 
fogedinary: Valour, diſpers'd the Ent» 


mis, 
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mies, ard ſlew a great number of then. 
Plautius in this War diſcharg'd ſo well 
the General's Duty, that he was rewar- 


he receiv'd from the Emperor's Mouth, 
and the Honour which he had oi entring 
Rome 1n Triumph. | 
Cneus Domitius Corbulo having allem- 
bled in Germany the Troops which he 
commanded, very much incommoded 
ſeveral People of that Country, and 
chiefly the Cauchians. But as ſoon as 
the -Emperor heard how vigilant and 
valiant he was, he recall'd him, leaſt 
he thould acquire too great a power. 
He obey'd this Order as unjuſt as it ap- 
peard to him, and contented himſelf 
with expreliing his Reſentment of it, 
ſaying, * That the Generals of the times 
* paſt were happy, in being able to 
* ſignalize their Vertue without putting 
* themſelves in danger by exciting Jea- 
* loufie, whereas I am ſtopt by that of 
* the Emperor in the midſt of my Ca- 
© reer. Yet he was not depriv'd of the 
honour of a Triumph, and the Em- 
peror gave him a ſecond time the com- 
mand of the ſame Troops, which he 
kept in continual exerciſe. But becauſe 
; X 3 he 


ded for it, both by the Praiſes which 
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he had happily finifſh'd the War, and 
would not let his Soldters be uſeleſs in 
time of Peace, he employd them in 
digging a Canal of 172 Furlongs in 
| length, between the Rhixe and the Meuſe, 
by the means of which, he hopd to 
hinder the Sea from making a reflux in 
thoſe Rivers ſo far, as to drown the 
Country. Wn 

Meſſalina not being ſatisfied with ma- 
king a publick proteſſion of Inconti- 
nence, and having an Apartment in the 
Palace, where with other Ladies of the 
firſt Quality, ſhe abandon'd her ſelf to 
the mott licentious Courſes, ſhe would 
alſo in ſpite of the Laws, be ſufferd 
to have more Husbands than one. Thus 
ſhe Married Caius Silius, ſolemniz'd 
the Wedding with great Magnificence, 
gave her new Spouſe a noble Palace, 
adorn'd with the richeſt Furniture of 
the Empire, and to compleat his Gran- 
deur declar'd him Conſul. Claudzas had 
not the lealſt hint.of ſuch an Infolence, 
which had broke out with the utmoſt 
Scandal ; but while he was at Offa, 
giving neceſlary orders for the proviſi- 
ons of the People, Meſſalina in the mean 
time making a great Feaſt in Rome, 

fo where 
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where ſhe ſtaid behind under colour of 
an Indifſpolition; Narciſſus dilcoverd 
all to the Emperor, by rhe means of 
thoſe young Women that he kept to 
divert him. He returnd on the in- 
ſtant, put ſeveral People to Death, a- 
mong the reſt Mefter, and a little af- 
ter efſalina , and Married Agrippina 
his Ntece, the Mother of Domztzus Nero. 
She was very handſom, often viſited 
the Emperor beiore their Marriage, en= 
tertaining him in private, and taking 
other libertics with him than Modeſty 
ſhould ſuffer a Niece to take with her 
Uncle. She was no ſooner rais'd tothe 
Dignity of Empreſs, but ſhe usd all her 
Art and Cunning to govern the Mind 
of the Emperor her. Husband, and to 
gain either by good Offices, or tear all 
thoſe whom he lovd, or in whom he 
had any confidence. Tho' Claudirs had 
Children, ſhe perſwaded him to adopt 
Nero her Son, whom ſhe afterwards 
put under the care of Sexeca, to learn 
what a young Prince ſhould know, to 
be one day capable of Commanding. 
She likewiſe laid up ineftimable riches 
for him, putting all ways in practice 
for this end, without ſtopping at the 
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| ſiderable Quality, ovt of Jealouſie. The 


ror. When her Head was brought to 


ſet in a different manner from others, 
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moſt infamous Methods. There was 
not a rich Man whom ſhe did not ca- 
reſs, and causd ſeveral to be put to 
Death for their Wealth. She alſo got 
rid of {everal Ladies of the moſt con- 


only Motive ſhe had to procure the 
Death of Paulina was, that ſhe had for- 
merly pretended to marry the Empe- 


her, and ſhe could not know the Face, 
ſuch was the Alteration, ſhe opend her 
Mouth to ſee her Teeth, which were 


In a word, in very little time ſhe be- 
came a ſecond Meſſalina, having very 
great Honours paid to her, and was car- 
ried in a Litter by Decree of the Se- 
nate. | 

Claudius having adopted Nero,as | have 
ſad, gave him his Daughter in Marri- 
age. During the Ceremony there was ob- 
ſervd a great Prodigy, for that day the 
Heavens feem'd all on Fire. The Em- 
peror deſfird to have the Diverſion of 
a Naval Fight upon a Lake, and having 
encompaſs'd it with a Wall of Wood, 
on which Scaffolds were made, there 
atiembled a very great concourſe of 
| Peo- 


5s | , > 
| People. Every body came in what E- 
quipage they lik'd beſt. Claudius and 
Nero appear'd there in Military Habits, 
and Agrippina in a Robe of Tiſſue. They 
who were choſen to fight, had been 
condemn'd to die. They were divided 
into two Parties, each of which had 
fifty Ships, and one was call d Rhodes, 
and t'other Sicily, Now they joyn'd 
and faluted Claudius in theſe Terms. 
* We Salute you, My Lord the Empe- 
* ror, before we die. Not being able 
to obtain Pardon, and having receiv'd 
command toFight, they ſeparated from 
each other, and fell on when they were ' 
conſtraind to do it. | 
Narciſſus manag'd the Stupidity of 
the Emperor with that freedom, that 
when the Inhabitants of Bzthynuia made 
their complaints to him one day of the 
Miſdemeanours Junius Cilo had been 
guilty of in their Country, and faid a- 
oud, that he was ſubje& to be corrupt- 
ed with Money, Claudius, whom the 
reat noiſe had hindred from hearing 
iſtintly, ask'd what they ſaid. Then 
Narciſſus making him believe they 
prais'd the wiſe Government of Junius, 
he order'd his continuance in that Com- 


mand 
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mand for two years longer. Agrippi- 
na often fat by him when he gave Au- 
dience to Ambaſſadors, which was nei- 
ther decent nor fitting. He entred one 
day into ſo furious a paſſion againſt 
Gallicus that was pleading before him, 
that he order'd him to be thrown into 
the 7Tyber, u hich was near the Court. 
Domitius Ajer, one of the moſt fa- 
mous Orators of his Time, made an 
agrecable piece of Railiery upon that 
occaſion. For the Party whole detence 
Gallicus had abandon'd, having deſir'd 
him to undertake it, * How do you 
* know faid he, that I can Swim bet- 
* rer than your firſt Advocate? Clau- 
dius having begun to look about him, 
and to miſtruſt the Intentions and Con- 


_ du of Agrippina, askd oiten for Bri- 


tannicus his Son. But ſhe, who pallio- 
vately defir'd to raiſe her own Son by 
Domitius to the Throne, found out cun- 
ning ways to evade his Demand, and 
to prevent his ſeeing him. When ſhe 
ſaw that the Emperor had refolv'd to 
leſſen the Power ſhe had uſurp'd, and 
to leave the Succeſſion to his own Son, 


ſhe was poſleſs'd with fear, and reſolv'd 
ro prevent | him. But as ſhe could not 


diſ= 
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diſpatch him by an ordinary Poiſon, 
becauſe the Wine he drank in great 
quantity, would hinder its .efte&, and 
that beſides he vs'd ſuch Precautions, 
as Great Men are accuſtom'd to for the 
preſervation of their Healths, ſhe ſent 
for a Woman famous for Poiſoning, 
call'd Locaſta, and ask'd her for a Poi- 
ſon that ſhould have a ſudden efiect. 
When ſhe got it, ſhe put it into a 
Muſhroom, then eat other Muſhrooms 
her ſelf, and orderd it fo, that Clau- 
dius eat that which was poiſon'd, as 
being the largeſt and the faireſt. Being 
" thus deceiv'd he was carried from the 
Table, as 'twas the cuſtom when he had 
drank too much, and perhaps the ſame 
pretence was usd then. Having loft 
his Speech and Hearing 1n the Night, 
he died the 13th day of October, aged 
63, 8 Months, and 20 Days. He reignd 
13 Years. Narciſſus was ſo vigilant and 
caretul of his Maſter, that if he had 
been preſent, Agrippimna could not have 
ſurprizd him. - Bur ſhe had ſent him by 
deſign into Campania, under colour of 
taking the Waters which he had occaſion 
for, to eaſe him of the pains of the 
Gout. He was killd unmediately = 
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dards of the Guards were ſtruck with 


Auguſtus, Agrippinaand Neropretended 
to lament this Prince whom they had 


Sencca made a little diſcourſe upon his 
Death, under the Title of Apocolocyn- 


(79803 - 
his Maſter. He had made himſelf the 
moſt powerful Man of his time, his 
Riches were eſteem'd at above a hun- 
dred Millions of Drachma's, and he had 
made ſtri&t Alliances with Kings and 
foreign Nations. He did a very noble 
Action before he died, which was to 
burn all the Letters which Claudius had 
written againſt Agrippina, and other 
People, which had been depoſited with 
him. 

About the time of Claudias's Death 
there happen'd ſeveral Prodigies, which 
ſeem'd to prefage it. A Comet was 
ſeen, and it rain'd Blood ; the Stan- 


Thunder ; the Gate of the Temple of 
Jupiter the Conqueror open'd of its own 
accord. In a word, there was not a 
Company among the Guards, but ſome 
Officer died out of it. His Funeral 
was attended with the fame Ceremo- 
nies, as had been obſervd at that of 


Kkill'd, and to raiſe him to Heaven at- 
ter they had poiſon'd him at Table. 


toſe, 


[ 327 ] 

toſe, which is a term that ſeems to fig- 
nifie, that he became a God by eating 
Muſhrooms. Lucius Junius Gallio, Sene- 
cas Brother, ſays ſeveral good things 
upon the ſame Sube&, and this among 
others, that Claudius had been drawn 
up to Heaven with a Hook. He made 
an alluſion to the Cuſtom of drawing 
Bodies that had been executed in Priſon, 
with a Hook in the Market-place, and 
afterwards throwing them into the Ri- 
ver. Nero likewiſe ſaid a thing which 
deſerves not to be forgot, which is, 
* That Muſhrooms were the Food of the 
© Gods, ſince Claudius by eating them 
* was become a God. 


THE 


EMPEROR 


NERO. 


FTER the Death of Claudias, 
A the Empire according to the 
Laws belong'd ro Britamnicas his 
lawful Son, and who beſides was of 
_ an Age, Meen, and Vigour. as 
ou'd be defird in a Sovereign. Nero 
had allo a Right to ir by Adoption. 
But no Right 1s fo ſtrong as that of 
Arms. Wholoever has the Power, 
ſeems to have the Juſtice of his ſide, 
and let him fay or do what he will, 
the People never fail to find it reaſo- 


nable. 
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nable. Nero having made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of the Sovereign Power, ſuppreſs'd 
Claudius's Will, and eaſily got rid of 
Britannicus, and his Siſters. And who 
can ſufficiently deplore the Cruelties he 
practisd upon ſeveral others? He had 
had preſages of his future Grandeur. 
Upon the day of his Birth, and before 
the Sun was up, he appear'd encom- 
paſsd with Light, and as it were crownd 
with Rays. This event, together with 
the diſpoſition of the Stars at that time, 
gave an Aſtrologer occaſion to foretel 
two things of him, one was, that he 
ſhould come to the Empire, and the 0- 
ther, that he ſhould put his Mother to 
Death. Agrippina was fo tranſported 
with joy at this Prediction, that ſhe 


_ cried out; © I am not concern'd that he 


*1s to kill me, provided he Reigns. But 
ſhe had aiterwards occaſion to repent 
of that Expreiſion. There are ſome 
Perſons that fall into ſuch an exceſs of 
Folly, that when there is a good pro- 
prosd to them, joyn'd with an ill, the 
delire of one, makes them forget the 
fear of the other. But when the ill 
comes -which they deſpisd, they re- 
gret their having wiſh'd for the good 
they have enjoy d, Domi- 
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Domitius the Father of Nero foretold 
his Vices and Irregularities, not thro 
any knowledge of Judicial Aſtrology, 
but thro' conſideration of his Wife and 
himſelf. <Jt is impoſllible, ſays he, 
* that a Child begot between 4grippina 
and my felf, ſhould ever prove a good 
Man, Afterwards they found the skin 
of a Serpent round the Neck of Nero, 
which made the Augars judge, that he 
would receive great benefits from an 
old Man. For 'tis thought that when 
Serpents caſt their Skins , they likewiſe 
caſt their old Age. Nero was but fſe- 
venteen years old when he came to the 
Empire. He went immediately to the 
Camp, where having read a Diſcourſe 
which Sexeca had compos'd, he pro- 
mis'd the Soldiers the ſame Largeftes 
which Claudius had given them at his 
acceſſion to the Empire. He afterwards 
read in the Senate another Diſcourſe 
compos'd likewiſe by Seneca , which 
made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon their 
Minds, that 'twas order'd to be in- 
gravd upon a Pillar of Silver, and read 
every year upon the day when the 
 Conſuls enter upon their Offices. Twas 
the Model of a Wiſe and Juſt Admi- 
Y niltration, 
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niſtration, which they had a mind ſhould 
be held continually before the eyes of 
the Prince. 

Agrippina at firſt diſcharg'd all the 
Functions of Government, She always 
appear'd in publick with Nero. They 
often went out in the ſame Chair, and 
fometimes ſhe was in't alone, and Nero 
walkt after. She gave Audience to Am- 
baſſadors, and wrote to Nations and 
Kings. She maintain'd her ſelf a good 
while in this poſſeſſion, till Sexeca and 
Burrhus, the two ableſt and moſt pow- 
eriul of Nero's Miniſters were weary of 
ſuffering it. Theſe two extraordinary 
Men, whereof one was Captain of the 
Guards, and the other the Emperor's 
Preceptor, chang'd this Cuſtom upon the 
following occaſion. . As Nero was upon 
his Throne, giving Audience to the Am- 
baſſadors of the Armenians, Agrippina 
entred, and advanc'd as if ſhe intended 
to ſit by him. But he prevented her 
by the advice of thoſe two Great Men, 
and deſcended from his Throne, as 
'twere to receive her. He did not af- 
cend it again afterwards, for fear his Mo- 
ther ſhould come and fit by him, and. 
the Strangers ſhould be Witneſles Ru 
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that weakneſs of Government, and 
ſhame of the Enipire. Burrhus and Se- 
yeca ſoon after found means wholly to 
deprive 4grippina of the management 
of Afﬀairs, and to take it upon them- 
ſelves. They manag'd it as long as 
'twas in their power, with all the Ca- 
pacity and Juſtice that could be deſi- 
ſir'd. For as Nero had no great incli- 
nation to Buſineſs, they ſufter'd him to 
follow his Pleaſures, believing his De» 
baucheries would bring no great preju- 
dice to the State, and that he would 
ſoon come to be diſguſted with them, 
and ſo renounce them of his own ac- 
cord. A ſtrange Maxim tor ſuch wiſe 
Men, who did not contider that Plea- 
ſores would much ſooner corrupt a young 
Man brought up in Delicacy and Lt- 
berty, than reform him by tiring him, 
and letting him know by Experience 
the vanity and weakneſs of them. 
Nero at the beginning made Feaſts, 
and gave himſelf up. tro. Wine and Wo- 
men. Burt when he ſaw that no body 
reſtram'd him, and that the State was 
_ not theworſe govern'd, he thought he 
might deſerve praiſe, and abandon him- 
{elf wholly to them. He ſoon after de- 
Y 2 ſpis'd 
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ſpisd the wiſe Advice of his Counſel- 
lors, poiſon'd, as he was, with the flat- 
teries of his Companions in Debauche- 
ry, who were continually ſounding in 
| his Ears, © Can you endure to be treat- 
*ed in this manner ? Are you atraid 
* of them? Are you not Emperor 2 
© Don't you know that you have an 
* abſolute power over them, and that 
* they have none over you 2 In a word, 
he was aſham'd of living in dependance 
upon his Mother, and of being thought 
leſs knowing and prudent than Seneca 
and Burrhas, Thus he renounc\ all 
ſhame, openly deſpis'd the Remonſtran- 
ces of thoſe two excellent Men, and of 
his Mother, and took Caligula for the 
Model of his Conduct. He was not 
contented to imitate him, he ſurpaſsd 
him infinitely, as if he had thought it 
conſiſted with the Grandeur of an Em- 
peror, not to yield to any body in any. 
thing whatſoever, ev'n in the moſt cri- 
 minal and infamous Actions. He was 
guilty of ſeveral raſh Expences, unjuſt 
Impoſitions, and violent Exaions. 'Tis 
certain that he was generous and liberal 
in his Nature, and if there be any oc- 
caſzon for a proof of it, Ile bring one. 


Having 
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Having order'd Doriforus, who kept tht 
Records of the Empire, two hundred 
and fifty thouſand Drachma's, Agrzp- 
pina order'd the Sum to be told, with 
an opinion, that when Nero ſaw it, he 
would repent of having given it. But 
when he ſaw it, he order'd him as much 
more, * ſaying, I did not think I had 
* made fo inconſiderable a Preſent. His 
Generoſity appears yet much more by 
the greatneſs of his Expence... .... 
He exhauſted the publick Treaſure in 
ſo ſmall a time, that he was obligd 
to lay new Taxes upon the People, to 
fleece thoſe who were moſt at eaſe, and 
to put fome of them to death for 
their Eſtates. From hence may be ga- 
therd a general Idea of the Mind and 
Manners of Nero, But if | muſt de(- 
cend to Particulars, he had ſo furious 
a paſſion for the Combats of the Circus, 
that to honour ſome excellent Horſes, 
who had often fignaliz'd themſelves. at 
the Courſe, and were grown old, he 
preſented them with long Robes, as he 
would have done to Men, and ev'n 
with Money in ſtead of a Penſion. This 
inclination of the Emperor, had made 
the Grooms and Horſe-courſers {o Inſo- 
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lent, that they often fail'd in their re- 


ſpecs to the Pretors and Conſuls. 4- 
lus Fabricius the Pretor, being one day 
rovok'd at their refuſing to furniſh 
him with Horſes for a certain Match, 
made uſe of. Dogs in ſtead of them, 
that had been bred to the Chariot, 
Which was the reaſon that the white 
and the red retird, after which thoſe 
of the green and the blue Parties not 
entring the Liſts, Nero proposd ſome 


Matches, and began the Courſe. 


Agrippina in the mean time felt a ve- 
ry ſenſible Diſpleaſure, in ſeeing her 
ſelf depriv'd of all manner of power in 


the Palace, and forc'd to give "y to 
Afa, a Slave bought in 4/a, whom 


the Emperor was faln deſperately in 


- Jove with. He gave out, that ſhe was 


deſcended from the Family of King A4t- 


talus, and reſpeted her much more 


than Octavia his Wife. Agrippina not 
being able tro endure the loſs of her 
Credit, undertook at firſt to make Re- 
monſtrances to Nero; then puniſh'd 
ſome of his Favourites, and baniſh'd 
others. But when ſhe ſaw all this was 
of no ule, ſhe let her reſentment fly, 


her, 


BS 
her, and told him, 'twas ſhe that had 
plac'd him on the Throne, as if it had 
been ſtill in her power to deprive him 
of it. She ſpoke tohim in ſuch a man- 
ner, as if ſhe had not known, that when 
particular Perſons have inveſted any 
one with the Sovereign Power, tis no 
longer at their diſpoſal, and he that is 
poſleſs'd of it, employs. it oftentimes a- 
gainſt thoſe from whoſe hands he has 
receiv d it. 2 
Nero. having diſpatch'd Britannicas by 
Poifon, and the Body being diſcolour'd, 
he contriv'd to have it rubb'd over with a 
ſort of Plaſter. But rhe Rain that fell up- 
on it, while they were carrying it thro' the 
 Market-place, waſl'd it oft, and expos'd 
to the Eyes of all the Romans a Crime , 
the noiſe of which had already ſtruck 
their Ears. 

After this he committed all ſorts of 
Exceſles, whether in the Palace or in the 
open City , where Night and Day he 
ran about in a diſguis'd Habit with the 
utmoſt extravagance. He entred into 
Taverns, and other places of Debau- 
chery, asif he had been a private Man, 
railing Quarrels, and beating thoſe who 
oftended him. His differences with his 
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Mother were become ſo publick, that 
they were grown the ſubjeCt of all Con- 
verſations. The privacies that paſsd 
between them, came not to the know-_ 
ledge of every 'body ; ; but Peoplegueſsd 
what they could not be certain of, and 
the ſcandal of their Lives, made the 
moſt diſadvantagious rumours probable, 
even tho' they might be falſe. This 
gre ehiernit being the cauſe that 
Agrippina had no longer any Guards, 
moſt People avoided her, and thoſe. who 
could not, paſsd by without raking no- 
tice of her. 

About this time there was a Com- 
bat, in which Men on Horſeback fought 
againſt Bulls, There was another, in 
which Nero's Guards on Horſeback ſhot 
with Arrows four hundred Bears, and 
hx hundred Lions: Thirty Roman 

ights were not a{ham'd to fight as 
oo zators, Theſe were the Diverſions 
of Nero in publick. But when he difſ- 
guis'd himſelf, he cours'd the Streets all 
Night, violating Women and * young 
| Children, robbing Paſſengers, beating, 


wounding, and killing. He thought 


himſelf unknown, when he committed 
theſe Outrages, becauſe at ſuch times 


- 
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he wore borrow'd habits' and falſe hair: 
But he was too well known by his Equi- 
page and Exploits, which no'other durſt 
attempt or execute without puniſhment. 
No body was ſafe in his own Houle, for 
this furious Prince might enter where he 
pleas'd. A-Senator. call'd Julius Monta: 
us, not being .able to. ſuffer the Vio- 
lence he offerd to his. Wife, fell upon 
him, and gave him ſeveral blows, the 
marks of which oblig'd him to hide 
himſelf for ſeveral Days. ;Y et Montanus 
receiv'd no hurt for it, and Nero had ne- 
ver expreſs'd any reſentment if Novia 
nus had not writ to him to beg his 
don. But when he had read his gba 
* Is it poſlible, he cried, that a Man 
* who has ſtruck the Emperor, is yet 

* alive? _ 

He gave Sports to the People, and the 
Theatre being on a ſudden filld with 
Sea-Water,Fiſhes and other Animals were 
ſeen ſwimming there, and then there 
was a Naval Fight which. repreſented 
that which formerly happen'd between 
the Perftans and Athenians. The Water 
diſappearing preſently, Men were ſeen 
to fight on Foot; here there was one to 
one, there ſeveral to an equal number. 


In 


PRs 

In a word, the laſt Shew was a Combat of 
Eloquence which ended in the condem- 
nation of ſeveral Perſons, whereof ſome 
were banifh'd, and others put to Death. 
The moſt important of all thoſe Profe- 
cutions was that of Seneca, who was ac- 
cus'd among, other things of having had 
a ſcandalous and criminal correſpon- 
dence with Agrippina, The Condu& 
of this Philoſopher, not only in this 
point, but in feveral others appear'd to 
be but little ſuited to his Maxims. He 
condemn'd Tyranny, and brought up a 
Tyrant, He blam'd Courtiers, and ne- 
ver left the Court. He deſpis d Flatter- 
ers, and flatter'd Princefſes and Freed- 
men ſo far as to write in their Praiſe, 
He declaim'd' againſt great Riches, and 
was poſleſs'd of ſeventeen Millions five 
hundred thouſand Drachma's. He 
Preach'd againſt Luxury, and had five 
hundred Tables of Cedar upon frames 
of Ivory, all of equal finenefs, on which 
he made delicious Repaſts. The excels 
of this expence and vanity, may give 
room to judge of the reſt of his irregu- 
larities. He made an illuſtrious alliance 
by marrying a Woman of Quality, 
and yet was fond of Boys, and nga d 
ero 
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Nero in that infamous practice, tho' he 
had formerly afteed to ſhew ſo great a 
ſeverity in his way of living, that he 
had beg'd of him not to embrace him 
any more, or invite him to eat with 
him. Otho had ſo perfect a conformity 
of Manners, and ſo ſtrift a Society with 
Nero in his exceſſes, that he faid to him 
one Day, *I reſemble you ſo much, 
* that youll ſce me Emperor. Nero was 
* not offended at the liberty he took, 
* and only faid, I ſhall not ſo much as 
* ſe you Conſul. He took a Lady of 
Quality away from her Husband call'd 
Sabina, in order to give her to this Orho, 
and when he had ſo done, they enjoy'd 

her between them. | 
ru hearing that Nero was paſ- 
.Gionately in love with her, and fearing 
leſt he ſhould have a mind to marry her, 
reſolv'd upon a horrid piece of Wicked- 
neſs. For not conſidering that ſhe had 
formerly prejudic'd her own reputation 
as much, when ſhe employ'd her Charms 
_ to inſnare Claudius her Uncle, ſhe did 
now likewiſe eſſay as much to captivate 
her Son and to put him in the fame 
Chains, under which that miſerable old 
Man had groan'd. I dont report this as 
| a thing 
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a thing certain, and I know not whether 
the reſemblance there ſeem'd to be be- 
tween the inclinations of Mother and 
Son, did not give riſe to ſuch a belief. 
But there was another thing which all 
the World agreed in, which was, that 
Nero lov'd a Woman that was extreamly 
like Agrippina, and when he careſs'd her 
and diverted himſelf with her, he told 
his Friends pointing to her, ©That he 
* had lain with his Mother. Theſe 
things were no ſooner come to the. 
knowledge of Sabina, but ſhe perſwad- 
ed Nero to diſpatch Agrippina, under a 
pretence that ſhe had determin'd his - 
Ruine. Several Perfons worthy of Cre- 
dit accuſe Seneca too of having advisd 
this Parricide, * whether "twas that he 
pretended to juſtify himſelf by this 
means, Or that he deſignd to precipitate 
Nero into ſo deteſtable a Crime, as 
might make him become at once an ob- 
ject of Horror and Execration both to 
Gods and Men. They durſt not openly 
commit ſo horrid and fo impious a Mur- 

der. They could not do it ſecretly by 
Poiſon, becauſe Agrippina was continu- 
ally upon her Guard. Having obſerv'd 
at the Sports a Vellel that opend wy n 

e 


[ 343 ] 


ſelf to let out Beaſts and ſhut again, 
and appeard whole in a moment, they 
contrivd ſuch a one, and when it was 
finiſh'd, Nero began to flatter and careſs 
Agrippina more than ordinarily, that ſhe 
might not miſtruſt his deſign. He would 
not put it in execution ar Rome to avoid 
the diſcourſe of the People, but went 
into Campanzra, and took Agrippina his 
Mother with him in the Veſlel, which 
he had adornd with all poilible Magni- 
ficence, to the end, that ſhe might have 
a deſire to ule it ſooner than any other. 
When he was arriv'd at Bal, he made 
ſplendid Entertainments for ſeveral 
Days, in waich he gave his Mother all 
poſlible marks of atteftion and tender- 
neſs. When ſhe was abſenr for a mo- 
ment, he ſhew'd an impatience for her 
return, and when ſhe was preſent, he 
was never tird with looking on her and 
embracing her. He intreated her to ask 
of him whatſoever ſhe had a mind to, 
and granted her favours which ſhe ne- 
ver thought to ask. After Supper about 
Midnight, he embrac'd her very cloſe, 
and kitling her Eyes and Hands ſaid to 
her ; Mother, * I beg you to take care 
* of your Health tor my ſake, who 

| © would 
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* would not live but for you, ſince 'tis 
* from you | have receiv'd both Life and 
© Empire. | 

After theſe obliging and tender words, 
he bid Anzcetus his Freed-man, Conduct 
her towards her Palace in the Veſſel ſhe 
was ſo much pleas'd with, which had 
been made for her deſtruction. But. it 
ſeems the Sea refus'd to be the Scene of 
ſo bloody a Tragedy, and an accomplice 
in ſo black a treachery, and ſo deteſta- 
ble an impitery. The Veſlel open'd and 
Agrippina tell into the Sea. But ſpite of 
the darkneſs of the Night, and the ill 
condition ſhe was in by having eat and 
drunk to exceſs, She was fav'd, not- 
withſtanding all the Efforts the Mariners 
made to knock her on the Head with 
their Oars, as they actually ſerv'd Ace- 
ronia Pollia, who was hard by her, 
When ſhe came home, ſhe made as if 
ſhe knew nothing of the trap that had 
been laid for her, and inſtead of making 
her Complaints, ſhe ſent to acquaint 
Nero with the Accident, as if it had hap- 
pen'd by chance, and to let him know 
that ſhe had fortunately eſcap'd. Ners 
was ſo tranſported with anger when he 
receiv'd the News, that he order'd = 
| | tnat 


{ 345 ]. 
that brought it to be put to Death, as if 


he had deſign'd to aſſaſſinate him, Then 


he ſent Anicetus and his Mariners to kill 


his Mother, whom he durſt not ſuffer 


the Soldiers of his Guards to diſpatch, 
becauſe he did not confide in them 
enough to charge them with an affair of 
this importance. When Agrippina ſaw 
them, ſhe did not doubt the occaſion 
on which they came, and throwing her 
ſelf from her Bed, ſhe tore her Gown, 
and opening her Breaſt ſaid, © Strike 
* Anicetus,ſtrike the Breaſt that gave ſuck 
* to Nero. 

Thus was Agrippina Daughter of Ger- 
manicus, Grand-Daughter of Agrippa, 
and great Grand-Child of Auguſtus, put 
to Death by the command of Nero ner 
Son, to whom ſhe had given the Em- 
pire, and for whoſe ſake ſhe had de- 
liroy'd her Uncle Claudius, and abun- 
dance of other Perſons. When the 
News was brought to Nero that ſhe was 
Dead, he could not believe it, ſo incre- 
dible did the enormity of his crime 
make it ſeem to him. Thereupon he 
would needs be a Witneſs of it, ſee her 
quite Naked with his own Eyes, and 
examine her wounds. As he was look- 


ing 
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'ing thus upon her, he utterd words 
more impious ſtill than the Murder it 
ſelf. I did not know, ſaid he, that my 
Mother had ſo delicate a body. 

Aﬀter this he made great preſents to 
his Guards, to engage them to be al- 
ways ready for ſuch Executions. He 
likewiſe wrote a Letter to the Senate, 
in which after he had charg'd her with 
divers crimes, he accusd her of having 
conſpir'd againſt him, and of cauſing 
her own Death, when ſhe found that 
her Plot was diſcover'd. 

As for him, he was in ſuch diſorder 
and confuſion a-nights, that he could 
not ſleep, but was oblig'd to leap out of 
bed by ſtarts. He was allo tormented 
in the day-time with a Noiſe, which 
ſeem'd to come from the place where 
Agrippina's body was interr'd, and had 
ſomewhat Martial and terrible in it like 
the ſound of Trumpets. If he remov'd 
to be at a diſtance from it, it follow'd 
and perſecuted him where-ever he went. 
As troubleſome and diſagreeable as all 
theſe things were, the Romans rejovc'd. 
at them when they confiderd that they 
might be Preſages of thoſe misfortunes 
that were ſuddenly to overwhelm Nero, 


LF 
As for the Senators, they ſeem'd to af- 
prove his uſage of his Mother, and made 
dectees to congratulate him publickly 
for the Succeſs of ſo damnable an En- 
terprize. No body but 7hraſea Petus, 
was incapable of ſo vile a complaifance, 
He was in the Senate when Neros Letter 
was read there, but he went out before 
they. came to examine it, becauſe in ſo 
bad a time as that, there was no liberty 
of Speech, and he had too much Ho- 
nour to vote with the Multitude. He 
carried himſelf in this manner upon alk 
occaſions. | He was usd to ſay, * It Ne- 
* ro was only to put me to Death, I could 
* pardon thoſe who have no other Em- 
* ployment than by their flatteries to 
* keep up his cruel Paſſions. But ſince 
* he' ſpares not thoſe who are eager to 
* give him the moſt extravagant and uns 
* juſt Commendations, what reaſon is 
* there for. chooſing rather to dye in 4 
* ſhameful ſervitude, than to keep ones 
* Liberty to the laſt moment of Lite ? 
* Poſterity perhaps will ſpeak to my ad- 
+ vantage, . but. if it. ſpeaks of them, 
* twill be only to ſay they were kill'd; 
© He often faid, Nero has power to pot 
* me to Death, but he can never hurt 
Z " my 
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* my Reputation. When this Prince re- 
turn'd to Rome after he had: kill'd his 
Mother, the greateſt part of the Citt- 
Zens publickly paid him very great Ho- 
nours. But they who were in- places 
where they could freely declare their 
ſentiments, were as free of their inve- 
Qtives againſt him. Some in the Night- 
time tied a Sack to his Statue, as a mark 
that he deſerv'd to be put into a Sack 
and thrown tothe bottom of the Sea. 
Others expos'd a Child in the Market- 
; place with a Writing fixd to it, in which 
were theſe words : © I will notbring thee - 
* up, leaſt thou ſhouldſt kill thy Mother. 
In ſeveral Places the following words 
were written, Nero, Oreftes.and Aicmaion 
Matricides. . "Twas a common. thing to 
hear People ſay, Nero ' has kill d his. 
Mother, and they were ſometimes ac- 
cus'd, not with, an intention. to ruine 
them, but to reproach Nero with his 
crime. He receiv'd no depoſitions up- 
upon this Subje&, whether 'rwas that he 
fear'd to increaſe a rumour fo prejudicial 
to his reputation, or that he had. re- 
ſolv'd to deſpiſe it. ng : | 
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There happen'd fo great an Fclipſe c* 
| the Sun in the midſt of. the J20C:ANCCZ 
that were made by decree of the Sengre 
for the Death of Agrippinn, mat 1g 
Stars were (een. Yet turtner. tie Ges 


phants that drew A»gy/tsi'5 hagarior £n- 
tring into the Circus, ſtont Wrae viace 
where the Senators were {:1trihg. There 


happen'd another Prodigy more i-rrible, 
which is, . that Thunder tel! upon /vero's 


Supper, and fo entireiy contum's ity 


that Zarpys themſelves couid 55+ have 
left a clearer Table. Nero difparch'd 
Domitia his Grand-Mother by #oifon, 
and having thereby made himſzl! wia- 
ſter of her Lands at Baia, and along 
the Sea of Ravenna, he erected {tately 
Trophies there, which are to be ſeen at 
this Day. He gave Shews for ſeveral 
Days together in five or {1x Theatres, in 
Honour of his Mother. An Elephant 
_ was ſeen there that mounted to the top 
of the Theatre with a Man upon his 
back, and came down upon a Rope: 
But there was nothing ſo irkſome and 
ſo infamous together, as to fee Men 
and Women not only of the Order of 
Knights, but alſo of that of Senators; 
expoſe themſelves upon the Theatre {n« 
0 I xi 


| 
| 
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in the Circus, like Perſons of the low- 
eſt condition. There was ſome of them 
that play'd upon the Flute, and the 
Harp, others that danc'd, and acted in 
Tragedies and Comedies. There were 
othcrs that drove Chariots, whether by 
choice or force I know not, fought 
with Beaſls, and againſt one another. 
Then were thoſe great Names of the 
Furii, the Fabii, the Porcta's, and the 
Faleria's, who had formerly ereted Tro- 
phies and Temples that ſubſiſt to this 
day, diſhonourd by Employments, to 
which the meaneſt of the People had ne- 
ver deſcended. They were pointed at 
as they were ſeen. The Macedonians 
{aid, Behold the Grandſon of Paulus. 
The Greeks ſaid, ſee there the Grandſon 
of Memmius, Obſerve Claudius, ſaid the 
Sicilians, and Appius ſaid thoſe of 
Epire, The Natives of A/ta pointed to 
Lucius, the Spaniards to Publius, the 4- 
fricans to Scipzo , and the Romans to 
them all together. 

Thus did Nero diſhonour the moſt 
illuſtrious Families, he that ſhould have 
diſhonourd himſelf more than all the 
reſt. All Men of Senſe groand under 
theſe Diſorders, and regretted the pro- 


digious 
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digious expences the Emperor was at 
to ſatisfie his Vanity. He threw Bil- 
lets among the People, in which was writ 
down every thing that was moſt exqui- 
ſite and rare, delicious Meats, Furni- 
ture, Habits, Horſes, Gold and Silver, 
and he that got. the Billet, upon return- 
ing it receiv'd-what was contain'd in it. If 
the Emperor, * ſay they to themſelves, 
* laviſhes ſuch immenſe Riches upon 

* occaſions, from whence he can expect 

- nothing but Confuſion, is there any 

© reaſon to believe that he'll abſtain from 

*the moſt cruel, and violent Actions, 

- when he has any proſpe&t of advan- 

*-tage by them ? The Augars having 
obſerv'd ſome Prodigies, declar'd to Ne- 
ro; that they were ſigns of his Death, 
and advis'd. him to divert this Misfor- 
tune; and to throw it upon others. He 
was very near following .their cruel 
Counſel, and ſhedding the Blood of fe-. 
veral Perſons, 'if Seneca had not hin- 
dred;; him by ſaying to him : Diſpatch 
as: many as you will, you can never 
kill your Succeſſor. Then he celebra- 
ted a Feaſt by way of Thankſgiving for 
his preſervation, and dedicated the Mar- 
ket-place, where Victuals were expos'd 
to. Sale. ” Aitter- 
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Afterwards he invented a new Feaſt 
under the name of Javenalia, celebratec 
on the vecaſion of His Beard, which 
was "firſt ſhav'd about this time. He 
put the Hairs into a Golden Box, and 
conſecrated them to Fapiter Capitolinns. 
There was an extraordinary concourſe 
of People at this Feaſt, and Perſons of 
the firſt Quality alliſted 'at it. ALady 
very conſiderable for her Birth and Rich- 
es call'd Elia Catula , 'appear'd there 
with others, and even danc'd among 
the reſt, though ſhe was fourſcore years 
of Age. 'Thoſe, whom Axe, or Infir- 
mities made ihcapable oi other Exerci- 
 fes, ſang Songs that were ſet to Dances, 
for there was no body that did not'con- 
tribute to the celebration of the'Feaſt, 
* The moſt conſiderable Perſons, Men, 
Women, Children and- old Men went 
to Schools for this purpoſe, where they 
taught ſeveral Excrciies. The greateſt 
mt of the People of Quality were mask'd 
or fear of being known, but Nero pulFd 
off their Vizards at- the requeſt 'of ' the 
People, and expos'd them to the” rail- 
lery of- thoſe, from whom a little be- 
fore they had receiv'd reſpe&t in the 
execution of their Employments, os 
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cruel 'Outrages made them envy the 
happineſs of thoſe who had died the 
4 year, and had been ſtoned by the 
Soldiers, upon pretence that they had 
conſpir'd againſt the Emperor. But to 
compleat theſe infamous Diverſions , 
Nero "afcaded the Stage himſelf, after 
he had been call d Js by Galio. He 
appear'd therein the perſon of a Play- 
er upon the Harp. This Maſter of the 
Univerſe -was not aſhamd to ſay to the 
People, © 1. beg of you, My Lords, to 
* hear me- favourably. Then he ſung 
the Fable of Ac# and the Bacchantes in 
the preſence of a multitude of Soldi- 
diers, and as great a number of Peo- 
pie as the places could contain. But he 
ſung it with fo low and weak a Voice, 

that .all thoſe who heard him, were as 
much -diſposd to Weep as to Lavgh. 
Burrhus and Seneca {tood near him, like 
two Maſters that were to ſhew him his. 
Leſion. They lifted up their Hands to 
applaud :him, and encourag'd others to 
do the ſame. Five thouſand Soldiers 
'firnam'd the Imperialiſts, were prepar'd 
or this -purpoſe, who began ro make 

.Acclamations in his Praite. Then all 
the reſt .of the Spectators were oblig'd 
oy | £4. to 
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to anſwer them by the like Applauſes. 
Thraſea was the only Perſon that could 
not be brought over to ' approve of 
ſtich baſe Flatteries. All the reſt, and 
chiefly thoſe of the firſt Rank, and the 
moſt conſiderable People repeated as 
loud as they could, tho' with regret, 
_ all that the Imperialiſts had pronounc'd 
in the praiſe of Nero. They were heard 
£0 ſay with a diſtin Voice, © You are 
* incomparable, Czar, you are Auguſtus, 
* you are Apollo, you are Pythicus. There 
is no body, Czſar, that can overcome 
ou. 
: When the Sports were ended , he 
gave the People a Fealt in Ships, and 
in the ſame place where: Auguſtus had 
formerly fought a Battel, and at Mid- 
night paſsd trom thence to the” Zyber, 
thro' a Canal that had been ids for 
chat purpoſe. After he had made theſe 
publick Rejoycings upon the occaſion | 
of his firſt Beard, he inſtituted Com- 
bats that were to be renew'd every five 
years, for the continuance 'of his Life 
and Reign, and gave them his own 
Narme. He built a place to exerciſe 
Wreſllers, at the Dedication of which 
he diſtributed "yy to the Tg a6 
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Senators. He carried the Crown from 
the Singers, and Players upon the Harp, 
though he gaind not the Vidtory. From 
this time the Crowns of all Combats 
were brought to him, as if he only had 
deferv'd them all by the excellency of 
his Singing, and his dexterity 1 in rouch- 
ing the Harp. - 

Whilſt Rome was employ'd at has 
Diverſions, there fell out an unexpected 
misfortune in Great | Britain, 'TwoiCis 
ties were taken there, eightythouſand 
Men, Remans and Contederates were cut 
in pieces, and the whole Iſland revolt- 
ed from: the Empire. - This. loſs 'ap+ 
peard/ ſo much the: more diſgraceful , 
as it had been occaſion'd by a' Wo» 
man. It: ſeems the Gods had given in- 
formation of it. to. Men, by very ſen» 
fible Signs. There was heard during 
the Night; in the place where the Se- 
nate aſſembles, a contus'd Noiſe, like 
that which ſeveral People make when 

they laugh together ; and again: there 
| was heard in the Theatre another Noiſe 
like that of Lamentations and Groans, 
tho? there was no body: there- that 
ſpoke the leaſt word, or ſo much as 
breath's, Yet further, there was the 


” appear- 
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appearance of Houſes -in »the midſt of 
the Thames, and : the (Chane/ that. ſepa- 
rates this Iſhand from  Gaz/, ſeemi'd of 
the (colour 'of Blood. The R egiſtring 
the! Eſtates of the: moſt ;confiderable 
 Inhabitatits, from which the! Emperor 
CYandivs had formerly exempted them, 
and which Decian, who had'been' ſent 
into that Hardin the: quality :of Tm- 
petial Advocate," was forireviving, was 
that» which. ſerv'd 12s a pretence and 
beeaſion! to. 'take, wp Arms; The! vio- 
lent iprolecutions': which: Seneca. made 
to berreumburs'd ten Millions of Drach+- 
ma's;\Wwhichi he had 'in a mannerforC&d 
the» to |borrow:: of hinv'/:at ntereſt , 
contributed 'to the: Infurrection. © But 
was chiefly Benduca, a Princeſs ..deſ- 
cended from tire>Race of ſeveral'Kings, 
who had'a'Courage beyond her Sex, 
and a':mortal Hatred tor rhe. Romans, 
that excited ithem ito: War. 

1 (Bhe-raisd 2her- elf: 'an Army of 2 
thoddre&and twenty>thaufand Men, and. 
mouhred-npona:ÞThrone made of Turf, 
afteritheimanner of 'the/Roamans, tomake 

u'Speeeh to'them; | She hatiariudvan- 
ragious"Stature, . a"Majeſtiek 'Air, a-ſe- 
I Ry a maſculine Voice, [white 


Hag, 
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Hair, which fell down upon her Shoul- 
ders to the bottom of her Back, She 
wore 8a Chain of Gold, a Tunick of fe- 
veral Colours, all in folds, and over it 
a Veſt of courſe Stuff, She held a 
Launce in her Hand, to , appear more 
Terrible. Being in this Equipage, ſhe 
ſpoke to them in theſe terms. 

_ * You. have learnt. by your own ex- 
* perience, how much Liberty is to be 
* preferr'd to Servitude, inſomuch, that 
* if there were ſome among ,you who 
thro! an incapacity of making a good 
* Choice, had formerly ſuffer'd , thefn- 
* ſelves. to be ſurpriz'd by the; falſe pro- 
© Miſes of the Romans, they would at 
* this. time acknowledge the fault they 
* had committed, in renouncing the Go- 
*,veragment | of their Country, to ſub- 
" Mit-to, a foreign, Authority. 'Thete 
*1s-n0 - body then among you, -who is 
* Not-ſenſible how much more- adyan- 
© #3gious it 1s to 'remain free tho' Poor, 
© than. tobe Rich,| and at the fame time 
© to;'fall under the-power of another. 
* What uſage, how ſhameful, and how 
© cruel, have you not. undergone. ſince 
© theſe Strangers came into Great Bri- - 
* 2ain2/ Have we- not been depriv'd of 

| our 
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. our beſt Eſtates, arid forc'd to 'pay 


* them Tribute ot of the remainder 2 
40 'b it 7 for them that we are oblig'd 


* to, [till the Ground, and to' labour, 
* and don't they. conſtrain us every year 

* to give them up ſome of our Children 

: * for Eribute ; and 'were it not better 
| to have ſold our ſelves at once, than 
\ to remain always Tributary ? Were it 
© not more ſupportable to be once car- 

* ried away by an effect of the cruelty 
- of our. Eliemies, than to live only to 
* give them continual marks of 'our De- 
ndance. But ' why ſhould 1 menti- 
'on the Impoſitions they "lay upon us 

, « ajing: our ' Lives, © fmce we are not 
© exempt” from ther "at our Deaths 2 
y * Don't you feel the ' weight of: that Im- 
* poſt,” which they compel you'to pay 
or thofe who'have paid to nature the 

Y lift” Tribute which all Mankind” ows 
* her? There is no Country where the 
, * Slaves are not''freed” at the *end' of 
ir' Lives, from the power of' their 

« 'Maſters. The" (Romans alone: have 
* found'the' ſecret *of reſtoring; Life in 
® ' fome meaſure, to thoſe who have loſt 
*ir}inorder to exat” from them ſtill 
* wherewithal to ſatisfte their Avarice. 
* But 
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© But if we have no Money, as how 
Y ' thould we have any, and where can 
* we get it, we are left as naked as 
© thole who are Murder'd. Is there any 
* proſpect of better uſage for the future, 
* when they treated us with ſo much 
* cruelty at firſt, though there is no 
: ' body that doth not careſs and endea- 
*© vour to appeaſe the moſt Savage 
; | Beaſts, when they are firſt taken > If 
- We are not willing to diſguiſe the truth, 
- We muſt frankly own, that we are 
© our ſelves the cink of the miſchiets 
we ſuſtain, fince we have ſuffer'd theſe 
* Strangers to land upon our Coaſt, in_ 
* ſtead of driving them away, as our 
* Anceſtors heretofore drove Julius Cz- 
. ' Jar, orin ſtead of making them atraid 
* to paſs over to us, as our Predeceſ- 
* ſors made Caligula and Auguſtus. 

* We are deſpis'd- and trampled un- 
_ ' der foot, by People who are only fit 
. to uſurp what belongs to others, and 
. to riſe upon their Ruines; We who 

poſſeſs an Iſland of ſuch a vaſt ex- 
Fog or rather 'a Terra firma, water'd 
« with the Ocean, and ſo divided from 
© the reſt of the World, that it | ſeems 
. to be- under another Cliccate, and a- 

* nother 
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* nother Sun, and which the moſt learn- 
* ed Foreigners never heard of. 

* But if, my dear Friends, Citizens, 
*.and Kinſmen, for can call you ſo, 
* ſince we inhabit the ſame Country, 
* and bear the ſame Name, if, I fay, 
* we have not hitherto done our Duty 
* towards the preſerving our Liberty, 
* let us attempt to recover it, and leave 
*it to our Poſterity, What will they 
* do. who ſhall be bred up in Slavery, 
* if we are capable of forgetting the 
* happy condition to which we were 
* formerly accuſtom'd 2 I don't fay this 
* with a deſign to make you diftaſt 
* your preſent condition, which cannot 
© be otherwiſe than diſagreeable to you, 
* nor with a deſign to make you fear 
what's to come, which you cannot 
apprehend more than you do, but I 
fay it in order to give you thoſe Thanks 
* and Praiſes, which the Diſpoſition you 
* ſeem to be in of being willing to aſ- 
* ſiſt me and your ſelves, and notto fear 
© the Roman Power, deſerves. Indeed, 
* what reaſon have yau to fear them, 
* ſince they ſurpaſs you neither in Num- 
* ber nor Vallour? You are arm'd with 


C 
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| © Helmets and Coats af Mail, defended 


* with 
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* with Walls, and Ramparts that you 
* might not be expos'd to their Irrup- 
* tions. For they will rather endeavour 
* to ſurprize you, by making unex- 
* pected Incurſions upon you, than dare 
* to m_—_— and fight you hand to 
* hand, according to your Cuſtom. 
* You ſurpaſs them ſo much in Reſo- 
* lution and Courage, that I doubt not 
* but our Camp is ſtronger than their 
* Towns, and our Bucklers more ſer- 
* viceable to us, than all their Arms 
© together ; ſo that if we get the Vi- 
* tory, well put them all to the Sword, 
* whereas if they ſhould break ourRanks, 
**twould be very eaſie for us to e\- 
* cape. For in a word, if we ſhould 
* think fit to retire, we have abundance 
* of Marſhes and Mountains, in which 
_ © *twould be impoſiible for the Romans 
© to find us, or take us. As forthem, 
* they are ſo oppre{s'd with the weight 
_ © of their Arms, that they can neither 
© purſue us," nor fly (from us, and if 
* they ſhould fly towards any place 
* that fhould be ſhewn them, they 
© would be ſhut up there immedately, 
*as in a Cage. But the greareft ad- 
© vantage-that we have over _ 

tnart 
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* that they can't like us bear Hungef, 
* or Thirſt, or Cold or Heat. They ſeek 
© the ſhade, and the cover'd places. 
* They cannot ſubfiſt without fine Bread, 
* Wine and Oyl; whereas we can eaſi- 
* ly live without them, every Herb 
* and Root ſupplies the want of Bread 
* to us, every Liquor that of Oyl, Wa- 
* ter that of Wine, every Tree the warit 
* of Houſe or abode, Beſides we are {6 
* well acquainted with the Country, 
* that every thing favours our Enter- 


© prize, whereas the Romans know it ſo 


* little, that every thing incommodes 
* them. The Rivers that water it art 
* eaſter for us to ford, than for them to 
* paſs with Boats. Let us march bold- 
* ly then againſt them, and make them 
* know that they are a parcel of Hares 
* and Foxes, that have the raſhneſs 
* to pretend to command Dogs and 
* Wolves. 544 : 
After ſhe had ſpoke in this manner, 
ſhe ler a Hare ſlip from her, which ſhe 
had conceal'd all this while, from whoſe 
courſe ſhe drew a Preſage of the Com- 
bat. Which Preſage: ſeeming lucky to 
the Army, they made a great ſhout for 
joy, and Boxduca litting up her Hands 
| to 
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to Heaven faid : © T render you moſt 
* humble thanks, Adra/ſta, and implore x 
* your ProteRtion, I rhat am a Woman 
* implore it of thee a Woman likewiſe, 
* that have the advantage of com- 
* manding not Porters of Fgypt like 
* Nitoeris, nor Merchants of 4{ſyria like 
* Semiramis, nor Romans like Meſſalina 
* and Agrippina, or even Nero, who 
* though he has the name of a Man, 
©1s in effet but a Woman, ſince he 
* Sings, plays upon the Harp, and dref- 
* fes himſelt like thoſe of that Sex. | 
* command, I ſay, no ſuch People, but 
* Inhabitants of Great Britain, who are 
* perfectly skill'd not in the way of Hul- 
* bandry, nor in the exerciſe of mein 

* Trades, but in the Art of War, and 
_ * who hold all they have in common, 
even to their Children and Women, 
who for this very reaſon take a pride 
in the profeſſion of the ſame Verrues, 
* which the Men praiſe. Having the 
* Honour to command ſuch People as 
* theſe, I ask of thee for them Vitory, 
* Safety, and Liberty againſt Unjutt, Vio- 
* lent, Sacrilegious' and Impious Men. 
* But why dolſay Men, ought I to call 
* our Enemies by that Name,aPcople,who 
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* bath themſelves in hot Water, who eat 
— Exquiſi tely, who drink Deliciouſly, co- 
 vering them(elves with Purfumes, lying: 
- Upon Beds with young Boys, and 0- 
_ beying a wretched Singer, and infa- 
- Mous Player upon the Harp. As for 
* us, we will no longer obey Neronza 
* Domitia, let the Romays obey her, they 
© deſerve to obey this Woman, ſince 
* they have been baſe enough to live 
; 'f ong under her Tyrannical Govern- 
* ment. In the mean time, Great 
. Queen, I intreat you to be always fa- 

* vourable to us. 
When Benduca had ended this Prayer, 
ſhe led her Army againſt the Romans, 
who were then without a General, be- 


cauſe Paulinus was employ d at. Mona, 


a little Iſland in the Neighbourhood of 
Great Britain. For which reaſon 'twas 
leſs difficult for her to take two Towns 
which the Romans were polleſs'd of, to 
abandon them to Pillage, to Fr Ban 
every thing with Fire and-Sword, _ | 
to exerciſe tne moſt, horrid Cruelties 
imaginable. But nothing was fo Horri- - 
ble, as what ſhe made ſome Ladies un- 
dergoe, that were illuſtrious in Birth 
and Vertue. *_w_" were ſtript ſtark 
naked, 
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naked, and hang'd up in this condition, 
then their Breaſts were cut of, and 
ſow'd to their Mouths, that they might 
ſeem to eat them. After which their 
Bodies were ſtuck full of Splinters. The 
Inhabitants committed theſe barbarous 
Inhumanities at the very time of their 
Sacrifices, when they made Feaſts in 
their Temples, and principally in the 
Woods conſecrated to Victory, to which 
they paid a particular Worſhip, | 

Paulinus no ſooner receiv d the News 
of this loſs, but he departed from the 
We of Mora, which he had already re- 
duc'd, and repaſs'd into Great Britain, 
He had no ambition to fight the Barba- 
r:ans, whoſe Numbers and Deſpair he 
fear'd, and he could have wiſh'd for a 
more favourable occaſion to attack 
them. Bat the ſcarcity of Proviſions , 
and the preſence of the Enemies, ob- 
lig'd him to hazard a Battel againſt his 
Inclination. Bonduca was in a Chariot 
at' the Head of two hundred and thirty 
thouſand Men, which ſhe put in order 
of Battel. Panlinus, whoſe Numbers 
would notallow him to extend his Squa» 
drons: to front thoſe of the Barbariazs, 
and-who durſt not: let his Army ene 
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gage all together in the ſame place, for 
tear of being ſurrounded, divided it 1n- 
to three Bodies, whoſe Ranks he or- 
der'd as cloie as twas poſlible for him. 
After he had drawn them up in Batta- 
lia, he encouragd them with theſe 
words. * Courage, my Companions , 
* Courage, Romans, ſhew theſe Wretch- 
*es how much you ſurpaſs them in 
* Valour, even at a time when Fortune 
* ſeems to be moſt averſe. *T would be 
* ſcandalous for us now to loſe by our 
* backwardnelſs, the fruits of our Con- 
* queſts. We have often overcome E- 
* nemies that ſurpaſs'd us in Number, 
* and our Anceſtors have often got the 
* ſame advantage. Fear not the Mul- 
* titude, nor the Inſurretion of theſe 
* People who have neither Arms nor 
* Diſcipline, and who guide themſelves 
* by a blind Temerity. Nor let it move 
".you, that they have burnt two Cities, 
* ſince they have not taken them by 
* force,one being poſleſs'd by Stratagem, 
* and the other being abandon'd. Re-. 
* venge theſe two Atfronts in ſuch a 


* manner, that they may acknowledge 
© by ſenſible Effects, how diſtant their 


© Valour is from that. of thoſe whom 


they 
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* they have had the jnfolence to inſult. 
* After having ſpoke thus to one Body, 
* he paſs'd to another, and faid to 
* them, Behold the time, my Compa- 
© nions, to ſhew your Reſolution, and 
* Courage. This is the Day, in which 
* you ought to behave your ſelves ſo, as 
* to repair all your Loſſes. When you 
* have defeated theſe People, there will 
* be none left that dare ſuſtain your pre- 
* ſence. If yougain the Victory, 'twill 
* ſecure the Conqueſt you have made 
*in this Country, and forward thoſe 
* which are yet to make. It will put 
* you ina Poſture, that will make your 
* Companions envy your Happineſs, and 
 * your Enemies fear your Power. Tt 
* depends only on you either to keep 
* or loſe the Empire, which your An- 
ceſtors have acquir'd over Nations for 
you, and that which you have got 
your ſelves, and by lofing it, to tall 
into the utmoſt Miſery. Chooſe then 
either to command, and live in 
Plenty and Peace, or to ſerve and be 
preſs'd by neceility, and overwhelm'd 
in all kinds of Misfortunes. He had 
no ſooner finiſhd this Diſcourſe, but 
© he paſSd to the third Body, and ſpoke 
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© to that as follows. You have heard 
* what Diſaſter theſe wretches have 
* made us ſuffer, and you have been 
* Eye-witneſſes of ſome of them, fo 
* that it depends only on you, either 
* to expoſe your ſelves to the ſame a- 
© gain, and to loſe the Command of 
* this Country, or to revenge the Deaths 
* of your Companions, by gaining the 
* Victory, and to give all People a fa- 
* mous Example, that ſhould inſtru 
* them what Obedience is due to our 
* Empire, and the rigour you exerciſe 
* againſt Rebels. 1 have reaſon. to 
* hope you'l be Vidterious, and I ground 
* this Hope both upon the proteQtion of 
* the Gods, who for the moſt part favour 
* thoſe who are wrong 'd, and upon the 
* knowledge I have of the Roman Ver- 
* tue, which has triumph'd over the 
* World, and in a word, upon the qua- 
* lity of our Enemies, who are but 
* Slaves, to whom we had been ſo gra- 
* cious, as to ſuffer them to live in free- 
* dom according to their Laws. If it 
* ſhould ſo happen that we receive any 
* Diſgrace, 'twere {till better to die with 
* Arms in our Hands, than let our ſelves 
- be taken to be torn in pieces, unpald, 
Do I Re Ne 0. ag Þ 
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* and burnt, and to ſuffer all that the 
* rage of the moſt Savage Beaſts could 
* make us feel. Then whether we remain 
* Maſters of the Field, or find our 
* Graves in it, Great Britain will be an 
* Eternal Monument of our Valour. 
* For though in this laſt caſe the other 
* Romans would be depriv'd of this Iſland, 
* yet we ſhould not fail to keep poſ- 
* ſeſſion of it by ſome part of our 
* ſelves. 
Having ſpoke, he order'd them to 

ſound the Charge. The Barbarians made 
a great ſhout, and ſung Songs full of 
threatnings. The Romans on the con- 
trary were ſilent, and march'd in good 
_ order till they were come wirhin Bow- 
ſhort. But then falling briskly upon the 
Enemy, they broke their Ranks. Ne- 
vertheleſs the Barbarians having en- 
compalſs'd the Romans by their Num- 
bers, the Fight was very obſtinate in 
different Manners. Thoſe who were 
lightly Armd, fought againſt ſuch as 
were lightly Arm'd. The heavy Arms, 
againſt heavy Arms, and the Horſe a- 
gainlt other Horſe. The Chariots of 
the Barbarians were oppos'd by the Ro- 
mau Archers. The violence of theſe 
| Aa 4 Chart- 
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Chariots was not to be withſtood, but 
the Darts which the Romans ſhot at 
thoſe who guided them, oblig'd them 
to recoil, becauſe having no} Armor , 
they knew not how to avoid them. 
Here the Horſe was too hard' for the 
Foot, and there the Foot for the Horſe. 
Here a Body was ſent to oppaſe the 
Chariots, and another Body was dif- 
persd by the ſame Chariots. Some 
purſued the Archers, and others fled from 
them. All that I have repreſented, was 
done at the ſame time in three ſeve- 
ral places, with an equal Boldneſs and 
Vigour, But at Jengrh when the Bat- 
tel had been long doubtful, the | Romans 
had the Advantage, and kilPd a great 
number of their Enemies in the heat of 
the Fray, amidit the Baggage, and in 
the Woods, and. took a multitude of 
Priſenrrs. Several eicap'd, who endea- 
vourdto rally, in hopes of engaging a 


ſecond time ; but Bonduca dying of a 


fit of Sickneſs in the interim, they made 
great lamentations for her, buried her 
Magniiicentiy, and diſpers'd themſelves, 
ecknowledging, that by her Death they 
were truly and effeCtually overcome. 
This was the event of the War in Great 
friggin. EN. 
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In the mean time Nero put away his 
Wife Oftavia at Rome, in favour of his 
Miſtreſs Sabina, and afterwards put her 
to Death, what effort ſfoever Burrhus . 
made to divert him from it, and not- 
withſtanding the liberty he took to fay 
to him, * If you are recſolv'd to put her 
* away, give her back the Empire which 
* ſhe brought you as a Portion. This 
Burrhus was wont to ſpeak to him with 
ſo mugh freedom, that Nero having 
ask'd his opinion one day about ſome- 
thing they had talk'd of before, he re- 
plied, I beg of you not to mention 
* thoſe matters to me any more, upon 
* which I have once declar'd to you 
* my Sentiments. Thereupon Nero dif- 
patch'd him by Poiſon, and made 77- 
gillinus Sophronius, the moſt profligate 
Debauchee of his Age, and another, 
Captains of his Guards. *Twas to this 
Tigillinus Pithiade had the courage to 
ſay a thing that has been retaind as a 
remarkable Saying. At the time when 
all the Domeſticks of Ofavza ſeeing her 
in Diſgrace, bore evidence againſt her 
out of complaiſance to Sabina, who was 
in great favour, Pithiade was the only 
one among them, that would not be 

wrought 
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wrought upon to depoſe' falſely againſt 
her, ſpite of all the rigour that was us'd 
to'' conſtrain her to it, and in the midſt 


of her Torments, flew in the face of 


Tigillinus, ſaying, © There is no part of 
* my Miſtreſle's Body, that is not ſweet- 
* er than your Mouth. 'Nero did no- 
thing but laugh at the difgrace of theſe 
Women. When the Head of Plutus, 
whom he had order'd to be put to 
Death, was brought to him, he faid : 
*I did not know that he had fo large 
* a Noſe, meaning by it, without doubr, 
* that if he had known it, he would 
© not have put him to Death. Though 
he paſs'd almoſt all his time in Taverns, 
yet thoſe Houfes were forbid to ſell any 
thing but Greens and Herbs. He con- 
demn'd Pa/as to die for no other Crime, 
but becauſe he was worth a hundred 
Millions of Drachma's. This Palas was 
of a humour fo ſplenatick and chagrin, - 
that forbearing to ſpeak altogether ei- 
ther to his Servants or others, he only 
explain'd himſelf by Writing, 

Nero had fo little regard to Decen- 
cy, that he was not aſham'd to drive 
Chariots before all the People. One 
day after he had entertain'd the People 


with 
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with Combats of wild Beaſts in the Aw- 
phitheatre, he filfd ir of a ſadden with 
Water, and preſented them with a Na- 
val Fight. Then the Water was let 
out as ſuddenly to make way for a Fight 
of Gladiators, and at laſt other Water 
was let in in order to a magnificent 
Feaſt that was prepar'd on board of 
Ships. Tigil/inus had taken care to pre- 
pare it, and had ſpard no coſt upon 
this occaſion. Several Veflels were fet 
upon the Water, with planks nail'd up- 
on them ; and over them were erected 
Taverns and Inns all round. Nero was 
inthe midſt of them, ſitting npon Pur- 
ple Cuſhions with 7igzUmus and his Fa- 
vourites. The reſt of the Aſſembly 
was in the Taverns, where every one 
diverted himſelf as he thought fit. Wo- 
men of Birth and Beauty expos'd them- 
felves publickly without any reſerve. 
There was a mixture of Slaves, and free 
People, young Girls and married Wo- 
men, that every body enjoy'd as he 
pleas'd, there being none among them 
that refusd any thing to any body. 
Never was there ſeen iuch ſtrange Bru- 


| tality, nor ſuch monſtrous Debauchery. 
The common People drank to _— 
and 
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.and afterwards committed the moſt in- 
folent Actions. Slaves kiſs'd their Ma- 
ſters Wiyes before their Faces, Gladia- 
tors raviſhd young Women of Quality 
in their Father's preſence. So unboun- 
ded a Licence as this, could not fail 
” raiſe Quarrels, Aſſaults and Mur- 
_.- 1 Kee 

But all theſe Diſaſters were not ſuf- 
ficient to fatisfie the cruelty of Nero. 
He long'd to execute the deſign which 
he had long contriv'd in his Head, to 
ruine at one ſtroak Rowe: and the Em- 
pire ;, and that he might reſemble Pria- 
mus in ſome meaſure, whoſe happineſs 
he would often ſay he envied, in ſee- 
ing his Country and his Kingdom in 
Flames. Then he ſent ſome Men pri- 
vately, who pretending to be Drunk or 
Mad, ſhould firſt ſet fire to one place, 
then to ſeveral, ſo that the Inhabitants 
were in an incredible conſternation, nei- 
ther knowing what had been the cauſe 
of the Diſaſter, nor what could be the 
Remedy. They had never ſeen or heard 
any thing ſo extraordinary, nor ſo aſto- 
niſhing. Whereſoever they caſt their 
Eyes, they ſaw nothing but Fire, as in 
a Camp. They heard nothing but - 

 fus 
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fus'd Voices, ;that. mention'd the Place 
or, the Violence of the Conflagation, 
and begg'd immediate Succour. The 
whole City was in a diforder and trou- 
ble not to be expreſs'd. The Air was 
fill'd with Smoak, and Clamours and La- 
mentations of Women and Children, of 
young Men, and old Men, inſomuch, 
that their Senſes were ſurprizd to that 
degree, that they were no longer able 
to diſtinguiſh any Objet. Some ſtood 
like Statues, without Speech or Motion. 
Others convey'd away their Goods, ſeve- 
ral took by miſtake thoſe of their Neigh- 
bours. The crowd and confuſion were 
ſo extream, that they preſs d and tum- 
bled upon one another, without being: 
able either to get forward or backward. 
Abundance of People were either {queez'd 
to Death, or had their Ltmbs broke. 
In a word, they - ran -all hazards and 
diſgraces that might happen on ſuch oc- 
caſions. There was no hope of Safety, 
becauſe they who were happy enough. 
fo avoid one danger, fell immediately 
into another, One: ran this way, and 
another that way. Such, a one under- 
| ſtood that his Houſe was on Fire, at a. 
time when he was uſing his endeavours 

| ro 
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to extinguiſh that which was burning 
his Neighbour'ss Another ſaw the 
Ruines. and Aſhes of his own, without 
ſo much as hearing that- it had been 
on fire. Some went out of their Hou- 
{es to endeavour to fave them without, 
and others went in to contribute to the 
ſame defigy. There was nothing-to be 
ſeen, but a- univerſal Conſternation and 
Deſpair. This deplorable Misfortune 
continued” ſeveral Nights and Days, du- 
ring: which abundance of Houſes were 
conſum'd”for want 'of Suecour, and a 
t number of others were burnt by 

_ thoſe very People, who ought to have 
contributed to their preſervation, the 
_ Soldiers and Archers minding nothing 
| but Plunder; increas'd the Fire in ſtead; 
of putting/it' out. The Wind riſing car- 

ried'the Flame into thoſe parts, which" 
till then had been ſpar'd, and confum'd 
the reft of the City. No body being- 
any longer ſolicitous to preſerve Goods 
or: Houſes, thoſe who eſcap'd, liken'd 
this” vaſt Conflagration to that of ſeve- 
ral 'Cities,- and ſeveral” Iſlands. ' They 
forgot' in ſome ſort their private” Loſ- 
ſes, to regret the general loſs of their 
Country, whoſe diſmal Image —— 

Ex c 


( 367 ] 
back to their remembrance, the deplo- 
rable condition 1t was formerly reduc'd 
to by the Arms of the Gazls. Ep 
Whilſt alb the Romans were in this fad 
but laudable diſpoſition, ſeveral among 
them throwing themſelves into the Fire, 
and burying themſelves under the Aſhes 
of their City, which they were reſolvd 
not to ſurvive, Nero drefsd like a Har- 
per, was at the top of a Tower in his 
. Palace, from whence he diverted him- 
ſelf with the ſight of the Fire, and as 
it burnt, he- ſung Songs: that had been 
made upon the taking of Troy, and 
which agreed yet better with the de- | 
ſtruction of Rowe. This City had never- | 
ſuffer d before or {ſince any accident fo 
fatal, except when 'twas burnt by the - 
Gauls, For at that time the Mount Pa- | 
latin, the Theatre of Zaurw, and the | 
two other quarters of the City were en-- | 
tirely conſumd, and an innumerable | 
company of: People were buried in the : 
ruines,: of their Houſes. The People: = 
_ charg'd Nero. with the moſt terrible Im- » 
precations, though they ſparid his Name, 
and only pronounc'd chem againſt thoſe ' 
who had burnt. their Houſes: They- 
were likewiſe extreamly troubled about 
ToL an 
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an: Oracle that had made ſome noiſe in 
the reign of 7zberius, the ſenſe of which 
was, that 1n_ the courſe of nine hun- 
dred years, - the, City of Rome ſhould be 
deſtroyed by a Sedition. Nero being 
advisd to-give out, in order to quiet 
them, that 'twas a ſuppos d Oracle, and 
was no where to be found, the People 
reviv d another, which is in the Books 
of the SibyZs, and runs thus. 


He, whom his Mother's Blood ſhall ſtain, 
Shall laſt of all the Czfars Reign. 


Now whether this Oracle was indeed 
deliverd by the Gods, or made at plea- 
ſure, and applied to the condition the 
affairs of the Romans were then in, it 
was accompliſhd in the Perſon of Nero, 
ſince he was the laſt of the Family of 
Julius Czſar that reign'd ſince AMneas. 

Nero raisd great Sums of Money 
upon Communities, and private Per- 


ſons, as well by conſent as force, un» 


der pretence of rebuilding the City, 
and depriv'd the People of the Corn 
they were wont to receive. While he 
was buſied about theſe Aﬀairs of the 
State, he receivd News of a Victory 


got 


on] 

_ got-in Armenia, and branches of Lau- 
rel were ſent him, as the marks of it. 
Corbulo having aſſembled the Troops 
that were in that Country, and having 
us d them continually ro their Exerci- 
ſes, by the ſole noiſe of his March 
ſiruck a Terror into the Hearts oi Yo- 
logeſes King of Parthia, and Tiridates 
King of Armenia, He was a Man of 
an ancient Nobility, who had deſecrv'd 
by the vigour of his Temper, and the 
greatneſs of his Courage, to be com- 
pard with the firſt Romans. He had 
recommended himſelf to the World by 
his Valour, by his love for Juſtice, and 
above all by his Sincerity, which made 
him keep his word even with Strangers 
and Enemies. The knowledge whi%a 
Nero had of theſe great Qualities, in- 
duc'd him to give him the command 
of the Army, with a power more ab- 
ſolute, than he had ever granc-d before 
£0 other Generals, Nor did he queli- 
on, but he would reduce his Enemies 
to Obedience, and remain inviolably 
fixd to his Service. In which he was 
not miltaken, And this was the only 


point in which Corbulo difpleas'd the o- 


ther Romans, inaſmuch as he oblerv'd 
Bb rel1gi- 
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religiouſly the faith he had ſworn to 
Nero ; arid when they would have raisd 
him to the Throne if his place, he ob- 
ſtinately refus'd the Honour. 

He took with eaſe the City of Artax- 
ata, and raz'd it to the Ground. Then 
he march'd towards that of Tigrano- 
certa, {paring the Lands of thoſe who 
ſubmitted to him, and ravaging all pla- 
ces that durſt make any Reſiſtance. 
By this means he oblig'd ſeveral People 
to ſubmit to the yoke of the Roman Go- 
vernment, and brought to a happy 
Iſſue ſeveral glorious Undertakings. The 
moſt memorable; and that which con- 
tributed more than any other to his Re- 
nown, 15 this, that how formidable ſoe- 
vitr Volo geſes had appear'dby his Power, 
he oblig'd him to make Peace with him 
upon honourable Terms, ſuch as were 
no way hurrful to the Dignity of the 
Empire. But in a word, what Repu- 
ration ſoever he had gaind among the 
Soldiers, what eſteem ſoever he hadde-_ 
{erv'd, and how eafie ſoever a genefal 
admiration for his Vertues, and Horror 
for the Vices of Nero, had made it for him 
to polleſs himſelf of the Soverargn Pow- 
er, he always obſerv'd ſuch a pertect Mo- 

deration, 
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deration, that he was never ſuſpected 
to have had a deſign of changing the 
State of Afﬀairs. Some of the moſt 
conſiderable Men of the Empire, ob- 
ſeryd a very different Conduct, as Se- 
neca, and Rufus Prefetus Pretorio, and 
their Friends, who not being able toen- 
dure longer the Exceſles and Cruelties 
of Nero, reſolv'd to deliver themſelves 
and Rome from ſo infupportable a Ty- 
ranny. This is what Sulpiczus Aſper, 
and Subrius Flavius, Officers of the 
Guards, frafikly told Nero, when he askd 
them what motives had induc'd them 
to conſpire againſt him : * Becauſe, faid 
© the firſt, you were in ſuch a conditi- 
* on, that you could receive from me 
* no further Service. T have lov'd you, 
* ſaid the other, and hated you more 
_ © than any other. I lovdyou as long 
* as there was any glimpſe of hope, 
© that you'd prove a good Prince. But 
* I have hated you ever ſince I ſaw you 
* abandon'd to the molt infamous Cour- 
_ © ſes, and I confeſs to you, that I can- 
* not obey one that drives Chariots, and 

* plays upon the Harp. 
The Conſpiracy being thus diſcover'd, 
they who were concern'd in it were pu- 
Bbz niſh'd, 
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niſh'd, and ſeveral others upon their 
account. The leaſt ſign of Joy or Sor- 
row, a word or geſture was ſufficient 
to ground an Accufation upon, and 
how ſcandalons ſoever the 'profecu- 
tion was, the Crimes of Nero made it 
ſeem probable "Tis not 'to be ima- 
gin'd how eaſie 'twas for falſe Friends, 
and corrupt Servants, to hurt thoſe 
whom they had a mind to accuſe. For 
if a Man might miſlruſt, and be upon 
his guard againſt his ay and Stran- 
gers, there was no way to avoid be- 
ing betray d by ſuch as were entertain'd 
1n his Houſe, or Service. It would be 
difficult and irkſom, to make a recital 
of the misfortunes of all thoſe who were 
put to Death, but I-muſt not paſs' by 
that of Seeca.' {HE oblig'd Paulina his 
Wife to die 'with him, and to ſuffer 
her Veins to'be opened, under a pre- 
tence, that 'ſhe had learnt of him to 
deſpiſe Death, and had often proteſted 
that ſhe would not ſurvive him. He 
languiik'd fo long, and had ſuch a diffi- 
culry in expiring,” thar the Soldiers haſt- 
ned his Death, fo that he died before 
| Paulina, Nevertheleſs he would not 
have recourſe to Death, till he had fi- 
. niſh'd 
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niſh'd a work which he had begun, and 
ſecur'd ſome Memoirs, leſt they ſhould 
fall into the hands of Nero, and be an 

occaſion of deſtroying thoſe in whoſe 
Hands he ſhould leave them. Thus he 
finiſh'd - his Life, reproaching Nero 
thro' a* ſort of weakneſs, with the ſtrict 
friend{hip there had been betwixt them, 
and leaving him his Wealth, under pre- 
tence of 'putting it to the ute of thoſe 
Edifices which he had begun. His two 

Brothers were kill'd ſoon aftcr. 
Traſea and Soran were notin the leaſt 
ſuſpeted to be concern'd in the Con- 
ſpiracy, but the ſplendor of their Birth, 
the greatneſs of their Riches, and the 
eminence of their Vertue, were more 
than ſufficient ro involve them in the 
misfortune of the Confpirators. A Phi- 
loſopher call'd Publius Egnatius Celer, 
depos d falſly againſt Sora. He usd 
to be with him every day, as well as 
Caſpius Aſclepiodotus, But this laſt was 
{ſo far from accuſing him of any Crime, 
that he made a Panegyrick upon him, 
for which he was baniſh'd from Rome, 
but afterwards recall'd in the reign of 
Galba, Publius receiv'id Money and 
Honours, in recompence for his falle 
Bb Fyt* 
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Evidence, as all the Witneſſes did at 
the ſame time. But he was at another 
time condemn'd to Exil. The pretence 
that was taken for putting Soran to 
Death, was, that he was addicted to the 
impieties of Magick, and that during 
Nero's ſickneſs, he had offer'd a Sacri- 
fice. As for Traſea, his only fault was, 
that he came but ſeldom to the Se- 
nate, becauſe he did not approve of 
their Debates, that he had never heard 
Nero Sing, that he had never Sacrific'd 
to his Divine Voice, as others had done, 
and had never ſtoopd to any other 
flattery of the like nature. Yet he had 
given order for the preſenting a Tra- 
gedy at Padua, the place of 4s Birth, 
to ſatisfe the cuſtom of ceimain Sports 
which were us'd to be celebrated there 
every thirty years. When they had 
open'd a Vein, he ſtretch'd out his Hand , 
and faid, * I offer this Blood to you, 0 
* Fapiter, Protector of the publick Li- 
© berty. There is no reaſon to wonder, 
that theſe great Men were fo barba- 
rouſly usd without cauſe, ſince . there 
was one that was condemn'd and exe- 
cuted, only becauſe he liv'd near the 
Forum, and had hired tome Shops _ 
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he often receiv*'d his Friends, and ano- 
ther, becauſe he had a Statue of Caſi- 
us, one of the Afaſlins of Julius Ceſar. 
It 15 not juſt to omit the name of Epi- 
cars, who being queſtion'd concerning 
the Conſpiracy, whereof ſhe had a per- 
tect knowledge, never confeſs'd any 
thing in ſpite of all the Torments 7z- 
gillius made her ſuffer, to force her 
to a Diſcovery. Who can give an ac- 
count of the Rewards that were given 
to the Saldiers of the Guards, upon 
the occaſion of this Conſpiracy, or the 
Decrees that were made in favour of 
Nero and his Friends 2 The Philoſopher 
Rufus Merſonius, was baniſh'd on this 
occaſion, and ' Sabina died of a blow 
that Nero gave her with his Foot, when 
ſhe was great with Child , whether 
by deſign or miſtake, is not known. 

To give an inſtance as 'twere ex Paſ- 
ſant, of the prodigious Luxury in which 
ſhe livd: The Mules that drew her 
Chariot , were cover d with Har- 
neſles of Gold, and ſhe went every day 
into a Bath, made of the Milk of five 
hundred Afﬀes, who had foald within 
few days. Never had any one ſo paſſio- 
nate a zeal, or was ſo nicely careful 
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to preſerve her Beauty. As ſhe was 
looking one day in her Glaſs, and nor 
liking her ſelf extreamly, ſhe wiſh'd ſhe 
might die before ſhe came to an Age, 
that ſhould deprive her of her Beauty. 
Nero was fo paſſionately touch'd with 
the loſs of her, that he made a young 
Freedman, call'd Sporus, an Eunach, be- 
caule he reſembled her, then lay with 
him, and atterwards Married him. He 
alſo Married another Freedman, whoſe 
Name was Pythagoras, aiſlignd him a 
 Dowry in Writing, and Married him fo 
folemnly, that the Romans and other 
People made publick Rejoycings, at the 
celebration of the Nuptials. But this 
was not fo ſoon. Several Perſons were 
put to Death about this time, and ſome 
bought their Lives of Trgillinus with 
great Sums of Money. 'Among the 
ridiculous Extravagances of Nero, he 
appear'd one day in the Theatre be- 
fore all the World, and there recited 
a Poem which he had compos'd upon 
the Hiſtory of Troy, on which occaſi- 
on ſeveral Sacrifices were made, as in- 
deed there were for all his Actions. 
He had undertaken to deſcribe in Verſe 
the moſt remarkable adventures of the 
| | Roman 
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Roman People, and had read abundance 
of Books in order to it. He made uſe 
of ſeveral learned 'Men upon this de- 
ſign, and principally of Cornutus, 'who 
was in great eſteem for his profound 


Skill in all the fine Learning. But he 


baniſh'd him into an Ifland, and was 
very near putting him to Death upon 
an occaſion I am going torecite. Some 
body having wiſh'd that Nero had com- 
pos'd four hundred Volumes, Cornutus 
ſaid, * 'Iwas a great deal to write , 


* and that thete would not” be found 


: ' People enough to read them. Some 
- other having anſwer'd,Chry/fippus whom 
- you commend and endeavour to imi- 


* tate, has left more behind him ; Cor- 


* autas replied, thoſe which Chryfi 1ppus 
* has left, are uſeful to Civil Society, 


© and was baniſh'd for thoſe words. Lu- 


| can was forbid to make Verſes, for no 


other reaſon, bur becauſe thoſe he had. 


made, had gain 'd him a very great Re- 
putation. Ret 


- :7The Conſulſhip of Caius Telef ns, and 
Suetonius Paulinus was remarkable for 


two Events, whereof one was very Ho- 


nourable to the Empire, and the other 
very Diſgraceful. Nero ſung and play'd 
upon 
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upon the Harp in publick, and after 
he had won the Prize, was crown'd 
with the Applauſes of all the People. 
Then he drove Chariots in the Circus. 
The other Event is the Journey of 7i- 
ridates to Rome , Whither he brought - 
not only his own Children, but alſo 
thoſe of Yologeſes, Pacorus and Mono- 
baſes, and to which he was conducted 
from the Banks of Euphrates, with all 
the Pomp and Magnificence of a Tri- 
umph, He was remarkable among o- 
ther things for the advantage of his 
Stature, and his good Mein, which wan- 
dertully added to the Splendor of his 
Race, and the Reputation of his Wiſ- 
dom. The Grandeur of his Train, and 
the Sumptuouſneſs of his Equipage, an- 
ſwerd to the Eminence of his Digni- 
ty. He was follow'd by three thou- 
ſand Parthians on Horſebaek, beſides a 
great number of Romans, who were 
mix 'd with them. The Cities through 
which he paſs'd were ſplendidly adornd, 
_ and he was receiv'd in them with the 
Acclamations of the Inhabitants. The 
People turniſh'd him with every thing 
tor nine Months, in which time he 
periorm'd his Journcy , tho' he ſpent 
two 
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two hundred thouſand Drachma's every 
day. Tiridates made all this journey 
on Horſeback as far as Italy, and the 
Queen his Wife with him on Horſe- 
back likewiſe, wearing a Golden Helmet, 
that ſhe might not ſhew her face accor- 
ding to the cuſtom of her Country. 
But when he was in Z7aly, he made 
uſe of the Chariots which Nero had 
ſent him, and went to meet him at Na- 
ples, paſſing through the Country of 
Picenum, | 

When he approach'd towards him , 
they offer'd to take away his Sword, 
but he refus'd to part with it, and 
only ſuffer'd it to be faſten'd to his 
Scabbard. He put his knee to the 
Ground, and lifted up his Hands to Hea- 
ven, as *twere to adore him, and call 
him Lord, which pleasd Nero ſo much, 
that he paid him very great Honours, _ 
and at Puteoli gave him the diverſion 
of 2 Combat of Gladiators, Patrobius 
his Freedman had the care of it, and 
made an Expence ſo extraordinary, that 
in a Whole day there was nothing ſeen 
upon the Amphitheatre but Men, Wo- 
 menand Children of Ethiopia: Ingrhich 

this Patrobias ſeems to be worthy of 
praiſe. Tiridates 


[ 380 ] 

- Tiridates ſhot at the Beaſts from his 
Throne, and. tis ſaid that at one ſhoot 
with his Bow he killd two Bulls. Ne- 
ro after that carried him to Rome, and 
ſet his Crown upon his, Head. The 
City was illuminated with an infinite 
number of Lights, and fgarniſh'd with 
all ſorts. of Flowers. There was in the 
Streets a prodigious Crowd of People, 


eſpecially ig the publick Place. In ts 


midſt of this place were ſeveral Citizens 
cloathd in White, with branches of Lau- 
rel. The other parts were fill'd with 
Soldiers in poliſh'd Armor. - The tops 
of, the Houſes were cover'd with Peo- 
ple. Nero entred into the publick Place 
at break of day, cloath'd in a purple 
Robe that was fit for the Ceremony of a 
Triumph, follow'd by the Senate, and 
encompaſsd with his Guards, aſcended 
a Throne, and fat down in the chief 
Seat. Afterwards Tiridates and thoſe of 
his Retinue, paſsd through the midſt 
of the' Guards that lin'd the paſſage to 
the Throne, *and when they were come 
underneath Tie Throne, they laid them- 
ſclves proſtrate, as they had done the 
firſt time, to adore the Emperor. Then 
there arole a great nolſe, i which 77- 
ridates 
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ridates was (6 aſtoniſh*d; that his Speech 
fail'd him{ and he thonghr himſelt loſt. 
Nevertheleſsas ſoon as Silence was com- 
manded, he' took Courage, and con- 
ſtraining! his natural Pride; to ſubmit to 


the neceſfity: of the Time, he refolv'd 


to make choice of a Stile unworthy of 
' his Grearnefs, 'provided -it might con- 
\tribute® to the obtaining what he deſir'd. 
-He ſpoke intheſe terms. * I am proud, 
* My: Lord, to become .your Slave, 
*ev'n :who' am the Grandſon of Ar- 
* ſaces, andiBrother 'to the Kings: YVolo- 
* geſes and | Pacorus,”' | am come hither 
*to adore 'you, and to pay  you-:the 
* ſame Veneration,->which I render to 
* the God Mitra. My Deftiny is ſuch as 


* you ſhall pleaſe to aftord me, and my 


* whole Fortune depends entirely upon 
* you. Nero made-him' the following 
* Anſwer: You have - done extreamly 
* wellto come hither to-viſit me. . You 
* ſhall - receive from". my Liberality 


* ſuch Gifts 'as your- Father could not 


© leave you, and of: which your: Bro- 
\ © thers could not ſecure you the Poſleſli- 
* on. LI make you: King" of Armenza, 


* to inſtru&t both you and them, that 


* I have power to give, and to take a- 


way 
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way Kingdoms. After that he com- 
manded him to aſcend the Steps of the 
Throne, and to fit down-upon a Seat 
-which had been prepard for him. 
When he was fat at the feet of Nero, 
he receiv'd the Diadem from his Hand, 


with the Acclamations of all the 


People. Which done, there was a great 
Aſſembly -at the Theatre of Pompey by 


.order of the Senate. Not only the 


Scene, but all the inſide of the Theatre, 
and every body that came into it were 
coverd with Gold, which made that 
Day, be calld the Golden Day. The 


Covering which was ſpread over it to 


defend the Spectators from the heat of 
the Sun, was adorn'd with a rich Stuff, 
of the colour of Purple, which repre- 
1ented a Heav'n full of Stars, in the 
mid{t of which Nero appear'd driving 
a Chariot. WE | 
Theſe Shews were follow'd by a Mag- 
nificent Feaſt, after which the Empe- 
ror ſung publickly, and drove a Chari- 
ot in a green Habit and Cap, reſem- 
bling other Chartoteers. A fight fo ex- 
traordinary -gave T7iridates a contempt 
for Nero, and an efteem for Corbulo, 
whom he praisd extreamly, — 
? Mm 
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him only for one thing, which was, that 
he could have patience to ſerve fuch a 
Maſter. He did not diſguiſe his thoughrs 
to Nero, to whom one day he took 
the liberty of ſaying, * My Lord, You 
* have an excellent Servant in the Per- 
* ſoni of Corbalo, But Nero pave no ear 
to him. On every other occaſion he 
only confider'd how to flatter his Paſ- 
ſions, and us'd all forts of complaiſance 
to obtain his favour. He likewiſe re- 
ceiv'd Preſetits of him in recompence 
eſteem'd, as 'twas ſaid, at five hmmdred 
thouſand Drachma's, and permiſſion to 
rebuild Artaxata. He carried with him 
trom Rome a great number of Work- 
men which Nero had granted him for this 
purpoſe, and ſeveral others whom he 
had engag'd with Money. But Corbu- 
lo permitted none to embark with him, 
but ſuch as the Emperor had affign'd 
him, which increas'd the Sentiments 
both of Contempt and Eſteem, which 
we have already ſaid he had for one and 
tother. He return'd not by the Sea 
of Ponta, and hiria, by which he came, 
but by the paſſage that ſeparates Brun- 
dufiam from Dirrachium., He ſaw in 
his way the fineſt and ſtrongeſt _ 

O 
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of. Afra, which made, him admire; the 
Power of the Empire. . When he was 
got back into his own Country, he re- 
built the City of Artaxata, and call'd 
it Neronja. 

Vologeſes would never. be perſwaded 
to go to Rome: to viſit Nero, \whatſoc- 
ver inſtance he made. him to oblige 
him to it. On the contrary, he was 
weary, of his importunities, and to get 
rid of them, wrote to him in- theſe 
terms. *Tis. eaſier. for you than me, 

*to paſs over ſo vaſt an extent of Sea ; 
wherefore it you come , into Afra, ' we 
agree upon the place of Interview. Tho' 
Nero was very much incens'd at this 
Anſwer, he did not paſs the: Seas to 
march againſt him, nor againſt the Erhz- 
optans, .nor to go to the Caſpian Gates, 
as he had deſignd. But after he had 
ſent Spies every where, he went over 
into Greece, where inſtead of making 
himſelf famous by ſuch Exploits as were 
formerly perform d by Memmius, Agrip- 
pa, and Auguſtus his Predeceſlor, all his 
buſineſs was to drive'Chariots, to Sing, 
and.to aCt in Tragedies. Rome had no 
Scene large enough for ſo famous an 
Actor. Not being able to ſhut himſelf 


- of 
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up in ſuch ſtrait bounds as thoſe of 
Pompey, or the great Circus, he muſt 
leave /taly, and take a Journey to ſhew 
himſelf in a Field of vaſter extent. Hy 
 Retinue was as numerous, as if he had' 
undertaken a Military Expedition, and 
had refolv'd to reduce the Parthians, or 
other Nations. They who compos'd' 
this Train, were Men altogether wor- 
thy of him, of Soldiers that had no 0- 
ther Arms but Viols, and Lutes, and 
had no other Equipage than Masks, and 
Buskins. He got ſuch a Victory, as 
might be expected from ſuch an Army, 
and in ſtead of taming the pride of a 
Philip, a Perſeus, or an Antiochus, he 
aſpir'd only to the glory of ſurpaſſing 
Terpnus, Diodorus, and Pammenus. He 
oblig d this laſt, who had been former- 
ly very famous in the reign of Calz- 
gula, and was then in the declenſion of 
. his Age, toplay with him at theſe kinds 
of Games, to the end that when he had 
got the better of him, he might have 
the priviledge of beating his Statues. 

If all the Exceſles of Nero had termi- 
nated in theſe Extravagancies, they had 
rendred him more ridiculous than odi- 
ous. Not that any one could ſee with- 
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=_ out concern, or 'ev'in without horror, 
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an Emperor entring the Liſts with Wreft- 
lers, and learning to Sing, and repeat- 
ing ſeveral Airs. Who could behold 
him without Indignation, when he ſuf- 
fer'd his Hair to grow, pull'd out the 
hairs of his Beard, when he threw back 
his Robe of each ſide, to have his Arms 
free to drive Chariots, when he walk'd 
attended only with one or two Perſons, 
when he look'd difdainfully upon his 
Adverſaries, and encourag'd People to 
rt and fight together 2 He trem- 
bled in the preſence of thoſe who pre- 
ſided at the Shews, and thoſe who had 
_ authority to puniſh ſuch who were want- 
ing in their Duty, and gave them Mo- 
ney privately to wink at him when he 
committed any fault. "Twas a thing 
to be deplor'd, that he ſhould take fo 
much pains to become the firſt among 
the Singers and Players upon Inftru- 
ments, and at the' ſame time to be the 
laſt of the Cz/ars. In earneſt, did he 
not diveſt himſelf in ſome ſort of the 
dignity of Emperor, when he wore Buſ- 
Lins like a Zragedian, when he cover'd 
his face with a Mask, when he let him- - 
felt be bound like a Shave that had run 


away 
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away from his Maſter, when. he was 
led up and down like a blind Man, or 
acted the part of a Woman in Labour, 
or one that was Mad? He often repre- 
ſented the Perſons of Oedipus, Thyeſtes, 
Hercules, Alcmeon, Oreſtes, and ſome- 
times wore Masks that reſembled them, 
and ſometimes fuch as were like him- 
ſelf. When he diſguis'd himſelf like a 
Woman, he imitared as much as poſli- 
bly he could, the Air of Sabina. If 
he was to be chain d, he wore Golden 
Chains, becauſe twas unhecoming an 
Emperor to wear thoſe of Iron. The 
Romans, and even the Soldiers who ſaw 
all theſe things ſufer'd them, and ap- 
prov'd of them, calling him P7thjonj- 
cus, Olympionicus, Periodicus , Pantoni- 
cus, and adding to each of theſe Titles, 
that of Auguſtus or Ceſar. No body 
had the courage to ſay he pitied his 
Misfortune, - or deteſted his Diſorders. 
Yet there was a Soldicr who perceiving 
him bound one day, was concern'd at 
it, ran to him, and unbound him. A- 
nother, whom his Companion had ask'd 
what the Emperor was doing, replied, 
he is in Labour, and juſt upon the point 


of being deliver'd, for then, he repre- 
Ceci” -fented 
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ſented Canace. But there was not one 
- of them that could reſolve to do an Acti- 
- on worthy of the Rowan Name, becauſe 
*Nero made them extravagant Preſents, 
and the defire of inriching themſelves 
by his profuſeneſs,, made them wiſh 
that he would abandon himſelf to Diſ- 
'orders, yet more extraordinary if poſlt- 
ble, than thoſe he was engagd in. 
But in a word, if theſe Exceſles, as 1 
began to ſay, cover'd him with Infamy, 
and expos'd him to the railleries of all 
his Subjeas, they did not as yet diſturb 
the publick Tranquility, whereas the 
violences he committed afterwards , 
took away all manner of ſafety. For 
as if he had taken up Arms againſt an 
Enemie's Country, he ruin'd all Greece, 
and at the ſame time left it free, with- 
out impoſing any Taxes upon it. He 
put to death a world of private People, 
deprivd others of their Eſtates, and 
took away by force out of the Tem- 
ples of [zaly, an infinite number of rich 
Preſents. He abandon'd to the diſcre- 
tion of a Freedman call'd Felzus, all 
the People of 7zaly and Rome, and gave 
him ſo abſolute a Power, that without 
acquainting the Emperor with it, he 
FA con- 
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confiſcated the Eſtates of Citizens, 
Knights, and Senators, ſent them into 
Bamiſhment, and condemn'd them to 
Death; The Empire was then at the 
diſpoſal - of two Tyrants, who were ſo 
like each other, that I know not which 
was the. moſt cruel,, and the moſt in- 
{\upportable. There was but one diffe- 
rence between them, which was, that 
one being deſcended from Augy/tus, imi- 
tated Players on the Elute, whereas the 
other being, but the Freedman of Clau- 
dius, imitated Emperors. One may 
add to compleat the miſery of the Em- 
pire, a third Tyrant, viz. 7igillinas , 
who was always with Nero. Policletes, 
and Calvia Criſpinilla, ranſack'd and pil- 
lag'd all that came near them, the firſt 
in Rome with Helius, and the ſecond 
with Nero and Sporus, who was then 
calld Sabina, and had the care of the. 
Wardrobe. Nero had given him the 
name of Sabina, not only becauſe he 
reſembled her, but becauſe he had Mar- 
ried him in Greece, as . well as Sabina 
with the uſual ſolemnities, of Marriage, 
and had receiv'd him from” the hands 
af 7igilinus, according to the diretion 

of the Laws. The Greeks celebrated 
| Cc 3 theſe 
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theſe Nuptials with extraordinary marks 
of Joy, and wiſh'd they might -ſovh ſee 
Iawtul Children proceed from thence. 
Neto \ince that time lay with Pithage- 
Fas, and Sporus ; With the firſt #s his 
Housband, and with the ſecond a8 his 
Wite. Thus was Nero calld Lady; Mi- 
ſtreſs, and Empreſs. But why will it 
be altoniſhd to hear, that he tied Boys 
atid Girls naked to Pillars, and eover- 
ing himſelf with the skin of ſorfie Beaſt, 
threw himſelf impudently upon 'them, 
as if he would devour them? Thlius 
breaking all the 'rules of Modeſty, he 
appeard in an embroider'd Veſt, and 
| a Cravat about his Neck before the Se- 
nators, who came to compliment him. 
He openly infring'd the Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms, in appearing often in publick 
with a looſe Veſt. | 
 *Tis faid, that in his reign the Ca- 
valry began to 'uſe Stirrups in the Re- 
views that wete made every year. He 
_ drove Chariots at the O/ympick Games, 
and though he got a fall, with which 
he had like to have been cruſh'd' to pie- 
ces, he carried away the Prize, in re- 
comperice whereof, he gave the Judges 
of the Games two hundred and _ 

LE? tnou- 
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thouſand Drachma's, which Gala took 
from them at another time. He t6ok 
away from Apoffo the Country of Cyn- 
thas, and gave it to the Soldiers, whe- 
ther 'twas that he was diſpleas'd with 
that God, for returning ſome ungrate- 
ful Anſwer, or that he was downright 
Mad. He demoliſh'd the place where the 
Oracles were deliver'd heretofore,and put 
ſome Men to Death, upon the very 
place where the God ns'd to anſwer thoſe 
that came to conſult him. He was a 
Combatant in all the Cities where there 
were any Shews, and made uſe of Clu- 
uius Rufus to make Proclamations. He 
never entred Athens, nor Sparta, be- 
cauſe at the laſt of theſe places, the 
Laws of Lycurgus were too oppoſite to 
his Inclinations, and the firſt was be- 
liev'd to be the Habitation of the Fu- 
ries. The Proclamation ran in theſe 
terms: © The Emperor Nero has won 
* the Vitory in this Combat, and has 
* crown'd the Roman People and his Em- 
* pire with Succeſs. Thus he who boaſt- 
ed of being Maſter of the World, ſung, 
play'd vpon the Harp, and acted upon 
the Stage. His hatred for the Senate 


| was fo extream, that he was highly 
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pleas'd with Yatinius, only for ſaying 
often, * I hate you, Czſar, and cannot 
* poſſibly delp it, becauſe you are of the 
* Senate. There was an exact notice 
taken of every body as they centred, or 
returnd from the publick Shews. They 
examind your Air, your Geſture, your 
Countenance, the tone of your Voice. 
They who were aſliduous in hearkning 
to Nero, in admiring all his Words, and 
fAattering him extravagantly, were pre- 
ferr'd to Offices and Dignities, whereas 
others were not only neglected, but 
inſulted : ſome whoſe ſtate of Health 
would not permit them to ſtay in the 
Theatre till the Shows were over, which 
laſted ſometimes from Morning till 


Night, feignd themſelves dead, and un- 


der this colour were carried to their 
Houles. / 

In his Greczan Expedition he under- 
took as twere en Paſſant, to cut thro' 


the [Zhmus of Poloponneſus, and began the 


Enterprize, though every body elſe op- 
pos'd the Deſign. For they who be- 
gan firſt to move the Earth, ſaw Blood 
iJue from it, heard a diſmal ſound like 


_ that of Groans, and had been frightned 


with Spectres. Upon which he took 
_— 


| 393 | 

a Spade in his Hand, tuck it in the 
Ground, impos'd upon ſeveral the ne- 
ceſlity of following his Example, and 
employ'd a great number. of Strangers 
upon , this Work. . Having occaſion for 
great ſums of Money to finiſh this En- 
terprize, and to furniſh other Expences, 
to which he was ſo much the more ea- 
gerly inclin'd, as he was naturally Mag- 
nificent and Liberal, he was afraid leſt 
the moſt powerful Men of the Empire 
ſhould conſpire againſt him upon this 
occaſion, and prevented thoſe who were 
moſt eſteem'd tor their Probity. I am 
oblig'd to paſs over the Names of the 
greateſt part, in deſcribing the misfor- 
tunes of a time in which Birth, Riches, 
and Vertue, were in the place of Crimes, 
and in, which all thoſe who had the 
moſt advantagious ſhare of them, ei- 
ther periſh'd by the violence of their 
Enemies, or prevented this violence by 
a voluntary Death. 
Bur I cannot omit ſpeaking of Cor- 
bulo, the Sulpitii, the two Scribonians, 
to'wit, Rufus and Proclus, The two 
laſt were Brothers, and pretty near of 
the ſame Age. As they were yet more 
ſtrictly joyn'd by a conformity of Incli- 

” | nations, 
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nations, than by Birth, they enjoy'd 
every thing they had in common, as 
well their Offices and Employments, as 
- their' Eſtates and Revenues. They had 
commanded together in two Provinces 
of Ganl, to wit, the upper and lower 
Germany, from whence being ſent for 
into Greece, as if the Emperor had oc- 
caſion for their Service, they were there 
accus'd of the Crimes of that time, 
and could not obtain the favour either 
of ſeeing or ſpeaking to Nero. When 
they ſaw rheir diſgrace drew upon them 
the contempt of every one, they wiſh'd 
for Death, and procurd it to themſelves 
by opening their Veins. As for Cor- 
bulo, Nero had been accuſtom'd to uſe 
him very civilly, and to call im his 
Father, and his Benefacor. Having 
ſent for him one day with marks of. 
Eſteem and Reſpect, as ſoon as he was ar- 
riv'd at Cexcrez, he refus'd to ſee him, 
and order'd him to be put to Death. Some 
ſay, he gave this order only becauſe 
he was at that time juſt ready to ſing, 
and to play upon the Harp, and had 
no mind to appear before Corbulo in the 
Habit of a Muſician, He was no ſoon- 
er informd of the intention of —_ 
__ ur 
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but; he plung'd his Dagger in-his Breaſt, 
fyinf,' © 1 have well defervd.it. 'For 
he acknowledg'd then; tho too late, the 
fault. he: frad | committed in ſparing a 
Player upon: Inſtruments, and in cond» 
ing to him unguarded. Theſe were the 
bloody Executions ha { were: . acted 1 in 
Greeee.. 94 19.93 

Of dhytMporronce is ir, to ſay. he 
put to death 4 famous Dancer call'd 
Paris out 'of Fevenge, becauſe he could 
not learn of him to-dance finely 2 What 
ſhall I'fay of Cecima the Taſcan, whom 
he bombers 'd to Baniſhment, becauſe 
being Governour of Zgyprirhe had us*'d 
2 Bath which the. Inhabitants of Alex- 
ardria had prepard for Nero? Helms 
at the ſarne was guilty of: horrid Cruel- 
ties in. Rowe: 'He put to: Death one of 
the chief Perſons of that City, nam'd 
Salpitins Camerinas and his Son, with- 
out being able to accufe them 'of any 
other Crime, than that zof 'retaining 
the name of Pythicus, which they had 
receiv'd from their Anceſtors, as if by 
keeping it, they had made themſelves 
guilty of Impiety towards the Emperor, 
and had robbd him of the Honour of 
his Pythian Victories. The Soldiers = 

nam' 
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nam'd the Imperialiſts',' having .:' pro» 
mis'd to'ere him a Statue that ſhould 
weigh a thouſand pobnds,' he *oblig'd 
all 'the' Roman | Knights to 'cohtribute;to 


this expence. -'It is not: caſie:to relate 


in particular all the extracrdinary, things 
the Senate: did at that: time... 'They or- 


derd fo great a number of Feaſts-and 
Sacrifices! in honour of-;Ners, ; that: the 
whole year would not be fafficient to. 
celebrate them. | Helius having ſent ſe- 
veral Expreſlcs to Nero, to exhort | him 


to'-return to. Reme, which had no effe 
upon him, he ſet out for -Greece- him- 


ſelf, and-arriv.d "there in even days, 
and put. him into ſuch» a' fright with 
the relation3bf: a Conſpiracy. that had 
been form'd: againſt him at : Rowe, that 
he departed. on the inſtant,-with a de-: 
ſign to go and diſperſe it 'by his pre- 
ſence. In. er | into /taly, he met 
with ſo violent a Storm , that there 
was reaſon to hope he would periſh in 
it. But the hope was. vain, and: even 
fatal to ſome of thoſe who had enter- 
tain'd it. | When he was near the City, 

a part: of the Wall was pull'd down, 
and* a » Gate: was broke, as 'tis ſaid the 
Leave direct in favour of thoſe who have 


been 
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been crowr'd / at the publick Games. 
The firſt that entred were thoſe who 
wore the Crowns they had: won. Af- 
ter them appear'd thoſe who carried 
Papers at the end of their | Pikes, in 
which were written the names of the 
Combats, and which teſtify'd: that the 
Emperor Nero was 'the firſt among the 
Romans that had got Victories there. 
After that came Nero in the ſame Cha- 
riot, upon which Augyſius had ſeveral 
times entred in Triumph. He was 
cloathd in Purple embroider'd with 
Gold, crown'd with a Crown of Olive, 
holding a branch of Laurel in his Hand. 
On one _ TS him fat Diodorus the 
Mufician. paſs'd in this Equipage 
thro' the beth and the publick place, 
tollowd by Soldiers, Knights and Se-_ 

nators, went up to the Capitol, and 
from thence to the Palace ; the whole 
City being garmiſh'd with Flowers and 
Crowns, illuminated with a vaſt num- 
ber of .Lights and fill'd with the moſt 
grateful Parfumes. The People, and 
principally the Senators made Accla- 
mations in theſe terms: Olimpionicas , 
Pithionicus, Auguſtus, Auguſtus. To Ne- 
ro Eercules, to Nero Apollo, You are 
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the only Canqueror in i.all Combats. 
Yau are. alane Eternal.. \Avguſtus, Ay- 
guſtus, Divine Voice. Happy are they 
who can hear you. 
How ſcandalous ſvever theſe Actions 


may be, 'tis no ſhame to deſcribe them, 


and I am ſo far from fearing they'l 


_ diſhonour this Work, that'T hope the 


Sincerity which hinders me dep omit- 
ting them, will recommend it + the 
MOre. | [phe 6 IA GE: JON 

After this Nero ſet forth his Procla- 
mation for Sports and Shows, and ſent 


'to the Czrcus in order to be fixd.t0 


the Obelisk, all the Crowns he had won, 
to the number of one thouſand eight 
hundred and eaight. Then he drove 
Chariots, after which Largius Lidus 
offer'd him two hundred and fifty thou- 
fand Drachma's to hire him to Sing, 
But he refus'd them, thinking 'twas be- 
low him to ſing for Money. Yet 7:- 
giflinus receivd the Sum to fave that 
Pretor's Life. Nero | mounted the 
Stage, Sung, and acted a part in Plays, 


ran ſeveral times at the Czrcus, and 


ſuffer'd himſelf to be- overcome now 
and then. to inſinuate a belief, that at 
other times he truly conquer'd without 

| any 
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any ſuppoſition of Favour. After ha- 
ving drawn this Picture of the Man- 
ners and Reign of Nero, what remains 
but to relate how he was depriv'd of Life 
and Empire. 
There was a Gaal, Nam'd Cairns Fuli- 
_ us Vindex, deſcended from a Royal Fa- 
mily, whoſe Father was of the Order 
of Senators, a Man of a robuſt Conſtitu- 
tion, Prudent, expert in Warfare, and 
capable of the greateſt Enterprizes, who 
having got together a very conſidera- 
ble number of Gau/s, oppreſs'd with Im- 
poſitions, mounted upon a high place, 
from whence he ſpoke to them with 
great vehemence againſt Nero, and ex- 
horted them to riſe up againſt him, 
and take away his Life. * He has 
* laid he, plunder'd the Empire, ruin'd 
* the Senate, kill'd his Mother af- 
© ter having committed Inceſt with 
* her; in a word, he acquits himſelf in 
* nothing of the Duty of an Emperor. 
© For tho one ſhould forbear mentioning 
* the Violences, the Robberies, and the 
* Murders he has committed , where 
* ſhall one find words to exprets the 
* Extravagance and Infamy of his De- 
* baucheries ! I have ſeen him , ; My 
| ear 
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* dear Companions, I beg you to be- 
© lieve me, Ihave ſeen, I ſay, this Man, 
* if one may give the name to him, 
* that has Married Sporus and Pythago- 
*ras, | have ſeen him upon the publick 
* Stage, in the habit of a Muſitian with 
* a Harp, and ſometimes with Buskins 
* and a Mask. I have heard him Sing, 
© proclaim Sports, and a&t upon the 
* Stage. I have ſeen him bound, and 
* dragg'd like a Slave. I have ſeen him 
* counterfeit a Woman in Labour ; in 
* a word, I have ſeen him do all that 
* is extravagant and incredible in Fa- 
© bles. Is there any body after this, 
* that would give him the Titles of 
* Ceſar, Auguſtus, and Emperor, and ſo 
* far diſhonour ſuch great Names, as 
© heretofore ſo juſtly belong 'd to Clau- 
* dius and Offtavius> There is much more 
reaſon to give him thoſe of Thyeſtes, 
* Oedipus, Alcmeon, and Oreſtes, whoſe 
* madneſs he imitates. Make a gene- 
* rous Effort then to free your ſelves 
* from ſo ſcandalous a Tyranny, and 
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He would not make himſelf Maſter of 
the Sovereign Power, but gave it up 
to Sulpicius Galba, a Man that had re- 
commended himſelf by his love for Ju- 
ſtice, and the experience he had gain'd in 
the Art of War. He commanded at 
that time in Spain, where he had great 
Power, and was proclaim'd Emperor 
by the Army. *Tis ſaid, that Nero ſet 
a Reward of twenty five Millions of 
Drachma's upon the Head of Yendex, 
and that Yindex made anſwer. * 11l give 
my own Head, as a reward to him that 
ſhall bring me that of Nero. 

Rufus, who commanded then in Ger- 
many, having underſtood what diſpoſi- 
tion 'Vindex was in, march'd as if he 
deſign'd to give him Battel, and ap- 
proaching, Beſancon laid Siege to it in 
revenge upon the Inhabitants, for re- 
fuſing to open their Gates to him. VYi#- 
dex marching towards it to affiſt the 
| Town, they ſent Meſlages to each o- 
ther, and had afterwards a private Con- 
ference, in which there is reaſon to be- 
lieve, they agreed to deprive Nero of 
the Sovereign Power. Yindex ſoon at- 
ter making a Motion, as if he inten- 
ded to enter into x nana the ves 
D 0 


 . 
of Rufus believing that he was marthing 
againſt them, fell upon them without 
orders,- put his Men to the 'rout, and 
cut in pieces a great number of them, 
_ at which Yindex was'ſo ſenſibly touch'd, 
that he kill'd himſelf. This was the 
true manner of his Death, though the 
many wounds he receiv'd in his Body, 
made it be given out contrary to truth, 
that he was kill'd by his Enemies. R#- 
fus was extreamly concern d at the loſs 
of him, and refusd the Empire that was 
ofter'd him by the Army. This Rufus 
was a Mat of great Courage, and was 
capable of the higheſt Undertakings. 
The Soldiers pull d down ' the Statues 
of Nero, broke them in pieces, and pro- 
claimd Rufus Emperor. A Soldier 
wrote his name upon one of the'Stan- 
dards, and Rufus put-it out on the in- 
ſtant, and with much ' difficulty per- 
(waded his Troops to deſiſt from' their 
Enterprize, and to leave to the Senate 
_ and People, the choice of an Emperor. 
Whether he did thus, becauſe he thought 
the Army ought not to aſſume'to them- 
ſelves, -a right to diſpoſe of the Sove- 
reign Power, or whether he had an 
elevation of mind ſo extraordinary, as 
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to.contemn a Power which others al\- 
pire to. with ſo violent a paſſion. | 
 When- the firſt news. of theſe moti- 
ons was brought to Nero, he pretended 
not to value them, and continued to 
divert himſelf according,-to his Cuſtom. 
He even affected to. appear ſo very 
much -undiſturbd, that having ſent at 


Midnight for ſome of the moſt confide- 


rable among the Senators and Knights, 
as if he had had ſome affair of great 


conſequence to impart to them, * I have 


* found, ſaid he, a way. to give a ftron- 
* ger and {weeter ſound to an Inftru- 
* ment of Muſick. He was very little 
concern'd - about the Prodigies that 
ſeem'd very plainly to ſignifie his Ruine. 
The Doors of his Chamber, and thofe 
of Auguſtus's Tomb open d of their own 
accord the fame Night. It raind Blood 
upon Mount Alba, with which the Ri- 


vers were ſwell'd, and the Egyptian 
Sea overlow'd the Coalls. But when. 


he heard that Ga/ba lad been proclaim'd 
Emperor by the Soldiers, and that. Ru- 
fus had ſhaken oft the yoke of Obedi- 
ence, he was feizd with fear, made 
ſome preparations for War at Rowe , 
and ſent Rabrius Gallus with fome Troops 


Dd z againſt 
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againſt the Conſpirators. Bur when 
he ſaw himſelf deſerted by theſe, he 
had a deſign to deſtroy all the Senate, 
ſet fire to the City, and retire to Alex- 
amdria. He was ſo extravagant 'as 'to 
fay, that though he ſhould be depriv'd 
of the Empire, he could live in Egypt 
upon the Trade he had learnt, and 
that he would play upon his Tnftra-. 
ments. When his own Guards were 
diſpers'd, he refolvid to take his 
Flighr. He chang'd his Habit in a Gar- 
den, whither he came ro Repoſe himſelf, 
put on very obſcure Cloaths, 'and 
got upon as ſcurvy a Horſe, and in the. 
Evening arriv'd at a Country Seat 'be- 
longing to one of his Freedmen call'd 
Fhaon, attended only by this Phaon, 'E- 
paphroditus, and Sporus. 

At this very hour there was ſo fu- 
_rious an Earthquake, that it ſeem'd as 
if thoſe whom he had put to Death, 
would come out of their Graves to riſe 
up againſt him. Tis faid, that being 
known and faluted by one whom he 
met by the way, he turnd back, and 
hid himſelf among Reeds, where he 
remain'd till 'twas Day, miſtruſting e- 
ven thoſe who had attended him, and 
| | rrem- 
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ceimblig: at 'the/\lexſt noſe he heard. 
The barking of: a Dog, the crowing of 
a Cock, the moving of a bramch were 
fafficient to frighten him, * that he 
was in terrible diforder the whole Night, 
not being able to Sleep, and not da- 
ring to Tpeak for fear of being => 
ver'd. Thus he did nothing but'gron 
wes and deplore his fad Conditi- 
on, when after having beenſurrounded 
with” a mumerons Court, he was then 
reduc'd to hide himfelf ina Marſh with 
three of his Freedmen. This was the 
laſt part the Gods gave himy'to'a&t, int 
which there 'was no-orher Parricide or 
Vagabond to repreſent'but'himfelf. He 
began then to repent of his irregular 
Actions, as if by this Repentance, he 
could revoke what he had done. This 
was the laſt a& of his Life, 'in which 
he often repeated a Verſe, the ſenſe of 
which was, that his Father and his 
Wife had caus'd him'to 'die miſerably. 
Seeing that no body lookt'after him, 
he entred with thoſe who attended hitn 
into a Cave, where finding himfelf 
preſsd with Hunger and Thirſt, he'eat 
fome Bread, and drank ſome Water, of 
which he had never eat or Jrank 'be- 


fore; 
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fore ; '{o;'that-after-\herhad: taſted - the 
Water, he ſaid, * Is this: the delicious 
Drink that T-was wontto:have 2 - - 
While Nero: was in: this miſerable ex- 
tremity , - the - People -offter'd Sacrifices 
in Rome, and ſhew'd ſeveral 'other marks 
of Joy.” Some wore Caps as a ſign of 
Liberty. There were -meaſures taken 
afterwards to ſecure to Galba the poſ- 
ſeſſion of- the Sovereign. Power. Then 
they began-'to think of. looking after 
Nero. No body knew [for ſome time, 
which way' he was fled; but as ſoon 
2s twas known, ſome Horſe were ſent 
after him:' When he heard them:com- 
ing, he defired thoſe who : were with 
him to diſpatch him, which when they 
refusd, he fſighing faid, * 1 am the on- 
*ly Man-in the World, who have nei- 
*'ther Friend nor Enemy. . As the 
Horſe drew nearer, he thruſt his Sword 
into 'his Body, and ſaid thoſe words 
that are ſo common, Gods, what a 
Maſter dies. to day !--/Not dying , 
but, languiſhing with: his''Wound , he 
was Jifpatch'd by Epaphroditus. He 
liv.d thirty years and [nine Months, 
having reign'd, thirteen years and eight 
Months, ' and: was the laſt of the Em- 
= | _  perors 


A XR 
perors that deſcended from Axeas and 
 Auguſius, His Death had been pre- 

_ fag'd, by that of a Laurel formerly 
planted by Livia, and by the extinAtion 
of the Race of certain white Fowls. 
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